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TOWN COUNCIL ELECTION – THURSDAY 3RD MAY 2007:  They will be ‘ringing the changes’ at the Town Council as from the 3rd May when public elections will be held for the 21 positions of Town Councillor.  A number of the existing Councillors have indicated that it is not their intention to stand for election again and so it is inevitable that the membership of the Town Council will change.  On the 18th May 2007 the newly formed Town Council will elect Louth’s new Mayor for the forthcoming Mayoral Year.  The new Mayor will take over from the existing Mayor, Councillor Mrs. Mary Finch whose year in office will come to an end on that evening.  The evening opens with the outgoing Mayor presenting cheques from the Mayor’s Charitable Fund to local organisations.
The Town Council Election will be held on Thursday 3rd May 2007, and nomination packs for anyone interested in standing for the Town Council will be forwarded to the Town Clerk and will also be available from the Elections Office, Tedder Hall, Manby Park, Louth, from the beginning of March.

The Notice of Election will be published on 27th March 2007 and nomination papers may be submitted from then until 12 noon on 4th April 2007.  Please note that nomination papers must be returned to the Returning Officer at Tedder Hall, Manby Park, Louth.

For help and advice about the forthcoming elections contact Sue Brewitt, Election Officer on 01507 329403 or e-mail elections@e-lindsey.gov.uk.

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING:  The Annual Town Meeting, although hosted by the Town Council is in fact not a meeting of Town Councillors.  It is chaired by the Mayor of Louth, assisted by the Town Clerk, but is intended as a forum for residents of Louth to raise and discuss any issues they wish.  Town’s people attending the meeting can call for a vote on any subject and items resolved upon will be brought to the attention of Louth Town Council for its consideration.  Louth residents are urged to attend this meeting which will also be addressed by a speaker on a topical subject.  This year representatives from all Louth’s local organisations and societies will be invited to be on hand to talk to the public about their organisations.  The meeting will be held at the Town Hall, Louth on 8th May 2007 from 7.00pm.
TOWN PLAN:  At its meeting on 30th January 2007 Louth Town Council resolved to support the production of a Town Plan.  A Town Plan is designed to address all of the issues that are important to a community and looks forward to how a community will develop over the succeeding 10 years.  It is an important precursor to a Council obtaining Quality Council Status and serves to attract funding for community projects.  It is not something that a Town Council would undertake alone since it is vital that as wider range of views as possible is obtained from the community.  To this end, a local steering group will be formed to undertake the production of the Town Plan.  The process normally takes between 12 and 18 months.  All sections of the local community will be encouraged to contribute their views to the project.
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS:  At the Town Council meeting of 13th February it was agreed to extend for another 12 months the pilot scheme which saw all of the Town Council’s Committees meeting on the same evening.  For the forthcoming year the meeting of the Town Council’s combined Committees will take place every second Tuesday in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall at 7.30pm.  The public will on each occasion have the opportunity to address Councillors at a public forum which will take place for a 15 minute period prior to each meeting.
Town Council’s PRECEPT FOR 2007/08:  Louth Town Council has applied to East Lindsey District Council for a precept of £127,120 towards its projected budget of £197,324.  This represents a 10.4% increase over the precept for the current year but was considered necessary as the precept requirement has remained virtually static over the last three years.  This would cost a Band D Council Tax payer in Louth £24.93 per year, a £2 increase over last year.  This still represents a relatively modest amount compared with the £35 or more set by other Lincolnshire towns.

CEMETERY CHAPEL:  For some years now the Chapel at the Cemetery has been looking worse for wear.  Following a number of complaints the Town Council has now completed its renovation of the Chapel at Louth Cemetery with the installation of new carpets, heating and hand made covers and curtains.  The improvements have met with the approval of at least two local ministers who have praised the Council’s efforts.

Whilst on the subject of the Cemetery two very large old Beech trees which overhung London Road have been felled as they were badly diseased and in danger of falling on vehicular traffic.  The Council is now undertaking a systematic inspection of all of the trees in the Cemetery grounds to ensure the safety of the public.
