
 05-25-10 TC MINS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 25TH MAY 2010
Present
The Mayor, Councillor T.F. Marris (in the chair)
Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, C. Green, A. Leonard JP, Mrs. S.E. Locking, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, K.A. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, and D.E. Wing 
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, Secretary to the Town Clerk and Mayor, Mrs. L.M. Phillips and one member of the public were also present. 
There was one speaker in the public forum who firstly urged Councillors to write individually to LCC and their County Councillor to protest at the proposed closure of Crowtree House and secondly made known her hopes that Councillors would put aside their differences and endeavour to work well together in the coming year. 
11. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP, J.P. Dean, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner and B.R. Williamson.  These were approved by the Council.


12. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman echoed the thoughts of the lady who spoke during the public forum and urged Councillors to respect each other and the public.  Finally, he offered the Council’s best wishes to Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson.  Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson thanked the Council for its support and informed Councillors that she would start treatment for health issues the following day and, therefore, was unsure how many of the forthcoming Council meetings she would be able to attend.

Councillor A. Leonard JP arrived at 7.32pm.


13. Declarations of Interest 
The following personal interests were declared in accordance with the Local Government Act, 2000:
a. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson – any item from or relating to LCC or ELDC as a member of LCC and ELDC.
b. Councillor B. Burnett – any item from or relating to ELDC as a member of ELDC.

c. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor – item 16. Holy Trinity – as a member of one of the diocese committees.

14. Town Council Minutes
The following notes of Town Council meetings were discussed and it was RESOLVED to approve them as a correct record:
a. Town Council – 11th May 2010 – subject to amendment to the reference at the top right of the first page from MM-DD-09 PLAN MINS to 05-11-10 TC MINS.
b. Town Council – Annual Meeting Election of Mayor 14th May 2010

15. Committee Minutes
The Town Clerk pointed out that the agenda referred to the Council receiving and resolving upon the Minutes of the Planning and Environment Committee meeting of 11th May 2010 when in fact this should have read 27th April 2010.  The Council accepted this and following a proposal by Councillor J.E. Gains, seconded by Councillor A. Leonard JP it was RESOLVED that the Council would receive the Minutes of the Planning and Environment Committee meeting of 27th April 2010 and approve the recommendations therein.
16. Annual Review – Standing Orders
Following a proposal by Councillor B. Burnett, seconded by Councillor A. Leonard JP it was RESOLVED that the then current Standing Orders and Financial regulations with addendums would remain in place pending an imminent full review by the newly formed working party, including Committee arrangements, remits and Delegated authorities.

17. Annual review - Committee Membership
The Council RESOLVED on membership and vacancies of Committees pending the full review of Standing Orders, as follows:
a. Planning Committee – to comprise all members of Council.

b. General Purpose and Finance – to comprise all members of Council.

c. Cemetery Committee – 8 members, Councillors F.W.P. Treanor, J.P. Dean, F. Robertson, C. Green, F.G. Coonghe, K.A. Sharp, J.R. Macdonald and Mrs. E. Ballard JP.

d. Personnel Committee – 5 members, Councillors A. Leonard JP, Mrs. S.E. Locking, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. M.W. Finch and F.W.P. Treanor.

It was also agreed that an ELDC Planning Officer should be asked to attend at the Town Hall to give Louth Town Councillors some relevant planning training and the Town Clerk should also look into other possible planning training.


18. Annual Review - Working Groups
The Council received a document detailing the working groups to be discussed, their current membership, their draft remit, the suggested frequency of meetings and confirmation that none of the groups have any powers of their own and must make recommendations to the Council.  The following was resolved:

a. To re-establish the following working groups: Property, Financial Overview Group (FOG), Floral Enhancement, Past Mayor’s, Quality Council (to include a sub working group for Town Guide, River Lud Liaison Group and Surface Water Flooding Liaison Group 

b. That the membership of the groups be as follows:

i. Property – Councillors C. Green, K.A. Sharp, Mrs. S.E. Locking.  

It was considered that one more member was needed and it was agreed that the appointment of this member should be brought back after the vacancies currently on the Town Council had been filled.

ii. Financial Overview Group (FOG) - To oversee financial transactions of LTC and make subsequent recommendations to GP & F Committee. To make recommendations to Council regarding the appointment of internal and external auditors. To assess and make recommendations to GP & F Committee regarding applications for grants. To review Financial Regulations and Insurance requirements. To ensure that statement of assurance on Annual Report can be approved.

iii. Financial Overview Group (FOG) – it was agreed that the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the General Purposes and Finance Committee should sit on this working group, and, therefore, it was agreed that the membership of this working group should be considered at the next GPF meeting, when the new Chair and Vice Chair were known.

iv. Floral Enhancement – Councillors D.M. Skinner, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. S.E. Locking.

v. Past Mayor’s – All serving past Mayor’s.

vi. Quality Council – Councillors J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, B. Burnett, K.A. Sharp.  The Mayor and Deputy Mayor also to sit ex. Officio.
     (
Town Guide Sub Working Group – to be made up of QCWG members.

vii. River Lud Liaison Group – Councillors J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. P.F. Watson and the Mayor, Councillor T.F. Marris, Town Clerk, Ian Russell (EA), C. Noble (EA), M. Overton (EA), Mrs. S. Dodge, Mrs. B. Evardson, Mrs. B Wright, Mr. J. Waulmsley, Mr. K. Ball, Mr M. Beaumont, Mr J. Kille. Flood Wardens –Mr. D. Hobson and T.F. Marris.

viii. Surface Water Flooding Liaison Group - Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F. Robertson and J.E. Gains.  Non Councillors - ELDC group


c. That the remit of the groups be as follows:


i. Property - To constantly review the condition of LTC property housed in the Town Hall and investigate methods of repair, restoration and funding sources in order to make recommendations on programmes of work and courses of action to the Council (Excludes Civic Regalia and Robes). 

ii. Floral Enhancement - To investigate and propose floral / decorative schemes for the town centre and other pen spaces liaising with ELDC and LCC to obtain necessary approvals. To investigate funding methods to include sponsorship and grants from appropriate agencies.  

iii. Past Mayor’s - To meet as required to resolve any relevant issues such as Mayoral protocol, civic regalia and robes.

iv. Quality Council - To investigate all criteria required to achieve quality status for Louth Town Council by 2010 and to create sub groups as appropriate to match categories.
(
Town Guide Sub Working Group – To review previous publications and agree upon and collate editorial for future publications.  

NB Next publication due June 2011, completed editorial required March 2011.

v. River Lud Liaison Group - To receive reports from the Environment Agency regarding maintenance work carried out, surveys undertaken, bids for national funding for proposed projects. To consider content and invitees to Public Flood Meetings.


vi. That the Surface Water Flooding Liaison Group set up by and overseen by ELDC be recognised by Louth Town Council and be attended by Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP., F. Robertson and J.E. Gains and that these Councillors should report back to Council at regular intervals.
19. Annual Review - Membership of External Groups
The Council RESOLVED on its membership of external groups as follows:

a. Louth Area Committee - Councillors Mrs. Makinson-Sanders, J.R. Macdonald, A. Leonard JP and F.G. Coonghe. Members noted that they would also sit on any Round Table groups established by the Area Committee.

b. Fairtrade Group - Councillor Sharp.

c. Louth Youth Council – Councillors C. Green and F.W.P. Treanor.


20. Annual Review - Cheque Signatories
It was RESOLVED that no change should be made to the Town Council authorised signatories for 2010/11 and Councillors authorised should remain as follows: Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP, J.R. Macdonald, T.F. Marris, K.A. Sharp and F. Robertson.

21. ELDC Liaison meeting
The Council noted that the next ELDC Liaison Meeting would take place on 10th June 2010 at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber.  The following items were put forward for discussion: Toilets, Communication, Decriminalisation of Parking, Markets, Financial Efficiencies (cuts to be made), Wheelie Bins, East Lindsey Towns and Parish Assembly and Cleansing of Pavements of Chewing Gum.

22. ELDC Area Committee
The Council noted that the next meeting of the Louth Area Committee would take place on Monday 28th June 2010, in the Pavilion, London Road at 7.30pm. It was agreed that the following items should be submitted for consideration for the agenda: Wheelie Bins, Toilets at Hubbard’s Hills, Update on Louth Hospital, Update on Cattle Market, Condition of Highways (propose that LCC be invited to attend to speak on / hear Condition of Highways item).

23. Mayoral Invite
The Council noted that an invite had been received for the Mayor, Councillor T.F. Marris to attend a Classic Car Event in Vidouze, France on 13th June 2010.  The Council considered a request that the Mayor be authorised to take his social chain.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk should look into changing the Council’s Insurance Policy to include the cover of the social chain abroad and bring back figures to the next meeting of Louth Town Council.

24. East Lindsey Town and Parish Assembly
The Council noted that the next assembly would take place on Thursday 17th June 2010 from 6.30 – 9.30pm at Horncastle College and that the format would be a trial to allow increased access to the venue where there would be a workshop format featuring Financial / Audit matters and Practical applications of the Code of Conduct repeated throughout the evening and an update on the ‘Localisation / Community Development pilot to be carried out in the East Lindsey area.  Councillors noted that the assembly clashed with a number of other events and, therefore, regrettably had no members that wished to attend.

25. NALC Events
The Council received a list of forthcoming NALC events and it was agreed that the Town Clerk should obtain costs for each and bring the item back for Councillors to consider attending.


26. Holy Trinity
The Council considered pastoral proposals to change the status of Louth Holy Trinity Church and raised no objections.
The Meeting Closed at: 9.16pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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