
 05-25-10 PLAN MINS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 25TH MAY 2010
Present


The Mayor Councillor T. F. Marris (in the chair)
Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, Mrs. M. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard J. P, C. Green, Mrs. S. Locking, J. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, K.A. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P. Watson and D.E. Wing.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips, and one member of the public were also present. 

27. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Following nominations and voting thereon it was RESOLVED by vote of the committee that Councillor A. Leonard be elected as Chairman of the Planning and Environment Committee until the Annual meeting of the Town Council 2011. The Mayor invited Councillor Leonard to take the chair.
Following nominations and voting thereon it was RESOLVED by vote of the committee that Councillor D. Wing be elected as Vice Chairman of the Planning and Environment Committee until the Annual meeting of the Town Council 2011. Councillor Leonard invited Councillor Wing to take the Vice chair.


28. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks.


29. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard, and Councillors J.P. Dean, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner and B. Williamson. These were approved by the Committee.


30. To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the Local Government Act, 2000:
The following declarations of interest were made:
a. Councillor P Watson – Personal Interest – Any matters connected to ELDC and LCC as a member of ELDC and LCC.

b. Councillor B. Burnett 

i. Personal Interest – Any matters connected to ELDC as a member of the Executive Board of ELDC. In particular Agenda item 14 Public Toilets as Portfolio Holder for Amenities.
ii. Personal and Prejudicial – Agenda Item 7 Planning Application 1 N/105/02401/09 Hi Lite Signs as an Executive Director of Waterloo Housing working in partnership with the Developer.
Councillor Burnett left the meeting when this item was discussed.
c. Councillor D. Wing – Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14 Public Toilets as a Trustee of Hubbards Hills Ltd.

d. Councillor A. Leonard – Personal Interest – as a Trustee of Hubbards Hills Ltd.
e. Councillor Mrs. M. Finch – Personal Interest Agenda Item 14 Public Toilets as a Trustee of Hubbards Hills Ltd.

f. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders- Personal Interest Agenda Item 14 Public Toilets as a Trustee of Hubbards Hills Ltd.
31. Committee Minutes
The notes of the last meeting held on 11th May 2010 were proposed by Councillor Marris, seconded by Councillor Gains, and RESOLVED by vote of the Committee as the Minutes. 

32. Town Clerk’s report on matters outstanding
The Town Clerk had no matters outstanding to report on.


33. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority:
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/25-05-10) and RESOLVED as follows: 
a. N105/02401/09 – Hi Lite Signs 18 – 20 Ramsgate OBJECT: 
i. To relocation of access road from outline plans using shared access road with unresolved rights issues outstanding. 
ii. Increase in risk of surface flooding already a known issue in this area and exacerbated by hard ground coverings and buildings.
iii. Over-intensification of the development and minimal amenity areas by property. 
iv. Lack of adequate car parking arrangements. 
v. It was also requested that this application be called in by the ELDC Ward Councillor.
b. N/105/00194/10 – 60 Gospelgate - OBJECT: Inclusion of features not in keeping with the Conservation Area and the street scene - specifically- Dormer Window and External Staircase, there was also felt to be a lack of amenity space provided for satisfactory living conditions.
c. N/105/00683/10 – Land Off Bolingbroke Road - SUPPORT. It was agreed by the Committee that the development contains assets needed by the town in particular the Petrol Station and Hotel.
d. All other applications were SUPPORTED.

34. Proposed Work to Trees
The Committee SUPPORTED the proposed work to trees:
a. NOT.WIL.5.05.10 1-8 Troutbeck (attached)

35. Planning Correspondence.
The Committee noted that the following notifications have been received:

a. Applications Withdrawn

i. N/105/00431/06 Louth Conservative Club – enforcement notice issued by ELDC has been withdrawn. ELDC will provide a further update in the near future.
ii. N/105/00552/10 45A Victoria Road was withdrawn on 6th May 2010.
iii. N/105/00237/10 Unit 2 Former Dixon VW Dealership was withdrawn on 7th May 2010.

b. ELDC / LCC Planning Decisions (Variances)
The Committee noted that ELDC Planning Decisions which were at a variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:
i. N/105/00500/10 94 Eastgate (Vogue). ELDC have refused planning permission – inappropriate and undesirable by reason of the design…. Result in the loss of traditional features… and in the Conservation Area, this application was supported by LTC on 13th April 2010.

ii. N/105/00266/10 35 Mount Pleasant (C & L Fairburn Ltd). ELDC have refused planning permission for this development – ….responds poorly to the site constraints and opportunities, would detract from the character of the area, fails to take opportunities available to improve the areas character and quality and creates a poor living environment for future occupiers. This development was supported by LTC on 23/03/2010.
Councillor Gains declared a Personal Interest at this item as an acquaintance of the applicant.


iii. N/105/00426/10 Bar Ritz. ELDC have refused Consent to Display - …harmful impact on the visual appearance of the building and the Louth Conservation Area as a whole.

36. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence had been received:
a. From: LCC Re: Temporary Traffic Restriction – Louth Run For Life 2010 – Temporary road closures on Upgate, Mercer Row, Cornmarket and Market Place, One way order on Edward Street and Breakneck Lane, No right turn at Kidgate / Upgate Junction. The period of restriction will be from 09.30 – 12.30 hrs Sunday 27/06/2010.
b. From: LCC Re: Louth Kenwick Road request for improvements. LCC have informed the local resident that recent surveys have indicated that there are insufficient numbers of pedestrians crossing to justify a scheme for a formal crossing. The speed of traffic is also being monitored and there are currently no issues to justify the measures requested.

c. From: ELDC Re: Market Place Car Park. ELDC have granted approval for the use of the Car Park for the siting of stalls on Sunday 25th July 2010 (St James Summer Fayre) and Sunday 31st October 2010 (Victorian Fayre). Formal Road closures for the Cornmarket, Mercer Row and Eastgate have also been applied for to LCC.
37. Publications Received
Committee noted that the following publications have been received and are available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. Rural Services Community Newsletter – 17th May 2010 - circulated electronically 17/05/2010.

b. Clerks and Councils Direct May 2010

c. Rural Services Network Parish Newsletter May 2010- circulated electronically 04/05/2010

d. Partnership News (Lincolnshire Assembly) 12th May 2010.


38. Street Collection
The Committee made a recommendation to ELDC Licensing Team regarding:
a. 16 June 2010 Phoenix Children’s Foundation.
That the permit should not be issued on the grounds of use of a live animal on the streets, lack of information regarding Public Liability Insurance, and protection of local charities.
The Committee also requested that the criteria for issuing permits be acquired from ELDC.

39. Market Town Awards
The Committee noted that the Market Town Awards Showcase, Networking and Workshops regional event will be held in Todmorden on Friday 2nd July 2010. The Committee RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. Makinson-Sanders and Councillor Wing attend as representatives to the free event and further that travel expenses were not authorised. 

40. Toilets
Committee considered the recent ELDC Council proposals for Public Toilets in Louth which are::
a. Newmarket (Boars Head) - pursue local arrangement with third party,
b. Eastgate - No change
c. Bus Station - No change
d. Hubbards Hills - Offer facility to Hubbards Hills Trust with a 3 year tapered support package or if not accepted to Close facility 1st October 2010 (demolition cost £12,848)

The Committee RESOLVED that proposals for items a), b) and c) would be supported but that for d) a strong letter be sent to ELDC expressing the unanimous displeasure of Louth Town Council that not only were they not as the Freeholder or Hubbards Hills Trust as the management body not consulted in advance of the report, but that they felt that the location compared favourably with Woodhall Spa in a tourist capacity which has not been affected. The effective date of the proposal would be mid financial year and would not afford the opportunity to raise funds if required and the facility is felt to be in a poor state of repair requiring considerable amounts of funding to address. The reaction of the Committee mirrored negative comments from local members of the public who were concerned at the potential loss of the facility with no alternative available forcing the responsibility onto a charity. Councillor Burnett confirmed that the fixed annual costs amounted to £2,226 per annum.

41. Markets
The members that had attended the Liaison meeting with Stuart Davey Strategic Director of ELDC and Mark Edwards ELDC Business Development Officer apprised the Committee of the information received:
a. ELDC are considering 4 options
i. Status Quo – which because of issues with leased and owned vehicles was not feasible
ii. Increase total stock of stalls and store them locally in each town
iii. Change to different style of stalls e.g. lightweight options that could also be provided by the stallholders
iv. Running of the market by other bodies – not necessarily town councils.
b. Those attending reassured other members that views had not been offered on behalf of Louth Town Council and that it would be the subject of future discussions.

The meeting closed at 10:29hrs
Chairman……………………………



Dated………………………………..
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