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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON FRIDAY 14TH MAY 2010
Present
The Mayor, Councillor K.A. Sharp (in the chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, C. Green, A. Leonard JP, Mrs. S.E. Locking, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, F. Robertson, F.W.P. Treanor and D.E. Wing 
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips, invited guests, members of the press and public were also present. 
1. Election of Town Mayor
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP, seconded by Councillor J.R. Macdonald and RESOLVED by vote of the Council that Councillor T.F. Marris be elected Mayor of Louth to hold office until the Annual Meeting of the Council in 2011.  

2. Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Councillor T.F. Marris read out and signed the official Declaration of Acceptance of Office witnessed by the Town Clerk and took the Chair.

3. Mayor’s Address
The Mayor thanked fellow Councillors for their support and confidence in electing him to be the next Mayor.  He said that his wife, Barbara and he were looking forward to an exciting and fulfilling year representing the Town and its people.  He also thanked everyone who had offered their best wishes.

4. Vote of Thanks to Retiring Mayor
It was RESOLVED following a proposal by The Mayor, seconded by Councillor F.W.P. Treanor and passed by vote of the Council that a vote of thanks to the immediate past Mayor, Councillor K.A. Sharp be given.  The Mayor then presented Councillor K.A. Sharp with a replica of the Arms of the Town as a token of the Council's appreciation of his services during his mayoralty.  

5. Reply of the Retiring Mayor
Councillor K.A. Sharp thanked the Mayor for his kind words and spoke of how he had had a fantastic year.  He said he had attended over 160 functions both within Louth for local Community groups and also representing Louth at many Civic Functions throughout the County.  He thanked the people of the town and said that Louth had a huge vein of talent running through it and it had been a pleasure to serve as he had been filled with warmth at the welcoming reception he had received at each and every function.  He thanked the Mayoress for her support and then presented a replica of the Arms of Louth to his nominee, Mrs. Marjorie Barnes, for her services to the Town.  The retiring Mayor opined that Mrs. Barnes epitomised what a volunteer should be.  He reported that she had been a founder member of the Parkinsons Disease Louth Branch as well as being a driving force behind many other organisations and at one time an active member of 15 Committees.  Mrs. Barnes thanked the Mayor and said she was very proud that she had been thought of.  She dedicated her award to those who had helped her.  The retiring Mayor then presented gifts to the retiring Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress, Councillor F.W.P. Treanor and Mrs. J. Treanor, the Mayor’s Serjeant, Mrs. S. Dykes, the Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon S. Holdaway, the retiring Mayoress, Mrs. M. Sharp, the Town Clerk, Mrs. L. Blankley and the Secretary to the Town Clerk and Mayor, Mrs. L. Phillips.  Finally, he thanked Mr. and Mrs. Franklin who he said had been a big help.

6. Election of Deputy Mayor
It was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor T.F. Marris, seconded by Councillor F.W.P. Treanor and RESOLVED by vote of the Council that Councillor K.A. Sharp be elected Deputy Mayor to hold office until the Annual Meeting of the Council in 2011.  Councillor Sharp was thereby elected as Deputy Mayor and was invested with the badge of office.

7. Appointment of Chaplain
The Mayor announced that Canon Stephen Holdaway had agreed to be Mayor's Chaplain during his term of office.

8. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B.R. Williamson, Mrs. P.F. Watson and D.M. Skinner.  These were approved by the Council.

9. Committees of the Council

On a proposal by the Mayor, seconded by the Deputy Mayor and voted upon by the Council it was RESOLVED that the General Purposes and Finance Committee, the Planning and Environment Committee, the Cemetery Committee and the Personnel Committee should be re-established as Committees of Louth Town Council.  The Mayor announced that vacancies on Committees would be dealt with at the next ordinary meeting of the Town Council.
10. Closure
The Mayor announced that all Councillors and invited guests should adjourn to the ballroom where a dinner awaited them.
The meeting closed at 7.22pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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