
 11-10-09 RTC MINS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2009
Present
The Mayor, Councillor K.A. Sharp (in the chair)
Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, C. Green, Mrs. S.E. Locking, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T. Marris, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P. Watson, D.E. Wing and Mrs. E. Wood.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips, 1 member of the public, 1 member of the press and Mr. D. Crombleholme (on behalf of Louth and District Hospice) were also present. 
There were no speakers in the public forum. 
383. Prayers
The Mayor’s Chaplain, Canon Stephen Holdaway opened the meeting with prayers.


384. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP, J.P. Dean, Mrs. M.W. Finch and B.R. Williamson.  These were approved by the Council.

385. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman drew Councillors attention to a tabled paper showing details of the Switch On of the Christmas Lights and the Christmas Crib Service and the Mayor’s Christmas Get Together 2009.  He asked for a proposal to suspend Standing Orders and he explained his reasons. Following a proposal from Councillor J.E. Gains, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED that Standing Orders be suspended in order that a resolution could be made concerning an email from Mr. M. Barnes the Town Centre Manager, circulated to Councillors earlier in the week, inviting them to attend a meeting of local businesses and members of the public at Kenwick Park Hotel on 26th November 2009 from 9am to 3pm.  The Mayor asked the Council if it should nominate representatives to attend the meeting on its behalf and decide upon their brief.  Following a proposal by Councillor F. Robertson, seconded by Councillor T.F. Marris it was RESOLVED that:
a. Councillors Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and D.E. Wing should attend; and 
b. A brief for the nominees should be decided upon at the next meeting on 24th November 2009.

The Mayor announced that Standing Orders were resumed.


386. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interest was declared:
a. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson

i. Any item from or relating to ELDC or LCC – as a member of ELDC and LCC.

387. Update on Louth and District Hospice by Dale Crombleholme, Chairman of the Trust 
Mr. Crombleholme explained that the Hospice was founded in 2001 and it was originally envisaged that it would be built on land adjacent to the A16 gifted to the Louth and District Hospice by Frank Nicholson.  However, due to funding amounting to half a million pounds being withdrawn for sites not located in the grounds of already established hospitals it became apparent that the Hospice could not be built on the gifted land as it would be virtually impossible to afford the running costs.  Therefore, he informed the Council that the Hospice now hoped to occupy the Phoenix Ward at Louth Hospital.  He explained that the PCT and Hospice Trustees were to meet on 4th December to discuss proposals and he offered to return to the Council to provide an update on proceedings thereafter, should the Council wish.  Councillors posed questions to Mr. Crombleholme and in response he explained that:
a. The value of the gifted land would probably not be realised by the Hospice as Mr. Nicholson had expressed an interest in taking the land back.
b. Those members of the public who had purchased a brick to help fund the building of the Hospice could get their money back, should they wish.  However, it was planned to use any money still remaining from the ‘Buy a Brick’ fund raising effort to create an area for patients to enjoy near the Phoenix Ward, should the current plans progress.  He reiterated that this money could ONLY be used by the Hospice to buy bricks with.
c. Funding would still be available from the PCT, amounting to half a million pounds, to cover running costs, if the Hospice was located within the grounds of a hospital e.g., in the Phoenix Ward.
d. The Hospice has three shops and the one located in Louth is by far the most popular.  The other two only break even.  He predicted that once plans for the Hospice were finalised, the shops would become busier as people began supporting the cause. 

388. Council Minutes
The notes of the last meeting of Louth Town Council held on 13th October 2009 were discussed and approved as a correct record.

389. Committee Minutes
The minutes of the following meetings were ratified by the Council and signed by the Chairman:
a. Cemetery Committee – 11th August 2009 
b. Planning and Environment Committee – 22nd September 2009
c. General Purposes and Finance Committee – 22nd September 2009
d. Planning and Environment Committee – 13th October 2009

390. Civic Chain
The Mayor announced that this item had been withdrawn from the agenda due to the relevant information not having been received. 

391. Reduction in Town Council Numbers
Councillor D.M. Skinner opined that the number of seats on Louth Town Council should be reduced from 21 to 14 at the next election to save administration costs and to aid smoother running of meetings.  The Town Clerk explained that any such proposition would have to be put forward by a member of the public at the Annual Town Meeting, would have to be voted upon and would then have to be considered by ELDC.  The majority of Councillors were opposed to Councillor Skinner’s opinion feeling that the members of Louth Town Council brought a vast range of experiences to the table, were the grass roots of government and must continue to communicate the feelings of the general public to the higher tiers.  

392. Louth Town Guide
Councillors received a copy of the new Town Guide and were asked to confirm their availability to deliver copies in their ward / local neighbourhood to the Town Clerk at their earliest opportunity.

393. Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor drew Councillors attention to a tabled document listing the engagements he had attended since the last Robed Town Council Meeting in September.  He picked some of the more memorable events out and expanded upon them e.g., the Medieval Day at Spout Yard on 12th September, the Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue Long Service and Good Conduct Medal Presentation held on 15th September, the Louth Run for Life Cheque Presentation held on 1st October, the 100th Birthday Party of a Fotherby House resident also on 1st October, the Leisure in Louth Exhibition held on 17th and 18th September, the visit by Cpl. Dan Gordon to Louth on his Cycle Ride Around Lincolnshire laying poppy crosses at War Memorials across the area in aid of Help for Heroes on 6th November and the Remembrance Day Parade on 8th November.  Finally, the Mayor reminded Councillors that a short ceremony would also be held at the War Memorial on Armistice Day, 11th November at 11am and he invited Councillors to join him there.
The Meeting Closed at: 8.25pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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