
 10-27-09 GPF MINS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCES COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 27TH OCTOBER 2009
Present
Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, J.E. Gains, C. Green, Mrs. S.E. Locking, J. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T. Marris, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P. Watson, and D.E. Wing 

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips, 2 members of the public and 1 member of the press were also present.
373. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman announced that Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch had been advised that on 13th November 2009 up to 10 people of the Council’s choosing would be able to visit the gallery in Bristol, where the Trial of Strafford is being restored, to view the part finished project.  It was agreed that any members of the Council wishing to attend and prepared to fund the trip themselves should let the Town Clerk know.


374. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Leonard JP, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, Mrs. E. Wood and B.R. Williamson.  These were approved by the Committee.


375. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:
a. Councillor D.E. Wing

i. Item 6. Applications for Financial Assistance – 13) Louth Cottage Garden and Allotments Association – as a member of the Louth Cottage Garden and Allotments Association.
b. Councillor Mrs. S.E. Locking

i. Item 6. Applications for Financial Assistance – 16) Home-Start East Lindsey – as she had been asked to assist Home-Start in an advisory capacity.
c. Councillor J.R. Macdonald

i. Item 6. Applications for Financial Assistance – 6) Louth Navigation Trust - as the Chairman of the Louth Navigation Trust.
d. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor

i. Item 6. Applications for Financial Assistance – 3) Louth Police Volunteer Cadet Corps. – as the Commanding Officer of the Louth Police Volunteer Cadet Corps.
ii. Item 6. Applications for Financial Assistance – 12) Louth and District Jumbulance Group – as a volunteer with the group.

Councillor B. Burnett wished it to be noted that he had not taken part in the discussions of the Financial Overview Group surrounding item 6 (9) Pleasant Residents Association as this association had links to Linx Housing of which he was a board member.
376. Minutes
The Notes of the last meeting held on 22nd September 2009 were discussed and following a proposal by Councillor J.E. Gains, seconded by C. Green were approved as the Minutes.  


377. Town Clerk’s report on matters outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.


378. Applications for Financial Assistance
The Committee considered the applications submitted (GPF/GRANTS/271009) in line with recommendations of the Financial Overview Group and RESOLVED as follows:

	2009/10 GRANT APPLICATIONS

	
	
	
	
	

	NO.
	NAME OF APPLICANT
	AMOUNT AWARDED £
	CLLR. LEFT ROOM DURING DISCUSSION

	1
	Louth and District Seniors Forum
	200
	

	2
	Louth and District Gardening Society
	250
	

	3
	Louth Police Volunteer Cadet Corps.
	40
	Cllr. F.W.P. Treanor

	4
	Louth Naturalists' Antiquarian and Literary Society
	200
	

	5
	Lincoln and Lindsey Blind Society
	250
	

	6
	Louth Navigation Trust
	NIL
	Cllr. J.R. Macdonald

	7
	2nd Louth Girl Guides Unit
	200
	

	8
	Louth Storm Basketball
	350
	

	9
	Pleasant Residents Association
	NIL
	

	10
	East Lindsey Citizens Advice Bureau
	1,000.00
	

	11
	Louth and District Concert Society
	250
	

	12
	Louth and District Jumbulance Group
	750
	

	13
	Louth Cottage Garden and Allotment Association
	400
	

	14
	2nd Louth Brownies
	150
	

	15
	Louth Cricket Club
	400
	

	16
	Home-Start East Lindsey
	150
	

	
	TOTAL
	4,590.00
	


379. Benches on Crowtree Lane
Following a proposal by Councillor T.F. Marris, seconded by Councillor J.E. Gains it was RESOLVED to authorise expenditure on 2 benches in Crowtree Lane as follows:
Bench 1 

Analysis: Rotten wooden slats, steel frame in fairly good condition.  

Recommendation: Repair existing. 

Quote:
 New timber slats, repaint and fit £70 inc. VAT

Bench 2

Analysis: Rotting steel framework and wooden slats 

Recommendation: Requires new bench
Quote:
Replace like for like and fit £184 inc. VAT

380. Placement of Bin Near Fowler Close 
The Committee consider a request from a member of the public for a bin to be placed on or near Fowler Close.  Following a proposal by Councillor K.A. Sharp, seconded by T.F. Marris it was RESOLVED that a bin be placed on Gresley Road opposite no. 1.  

381. Land at Julian Bower
The Committee noted that the Allotment Association had formally expressed a desire to enter into further discussions regarding the Land at Julian Bower; and looked forward to hearing from LTC with a view to arranging a mutually convenient date.  Following a proposed by Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should invite the Allotments Association to a future meeting of Louth Town Council to further discussions.

382. Christmas Arrangements

a. Christmas Crib – The Committee noted that ELDC would require payment for the use of 2 men and transits to transport the crib from the Cemetery to the Fish Shambles and back at a cost of £60 + VAT per hour for 3 hours.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk should look into alternative, cheaper transport.
b. Christmas Tree – The Committee noted that the Town Centre Manager Mr. Mark Barnes had liaised with Louth and Area Ladies Luncheon Club and had been offered a donation of £250 to pay for the Town’s 2009/10 tree in return for some publicity.  They also noted that ELDC had agreed to fund a banner the wording on which would be along the lines of “Louth Town Council and Town Centre Management would like to thank ………..”
c. Christmas Lights – The Town Clerk apprised the Committee of the contents of a letter received from Mr. N. Sharpley of the Chamber of Business.  She explained that Mr. Sharpley’s letter was in response to a letter from the Town Council enquiring as to whether the Chamber of Business might be prepared to contribute towards the cost of replacing the Town’s Christmas Light Bulbs (as resolved upon on 22nd September).  She reported that Mr. Sharpley was in contact with the Chamber of Businesses Treasurer on the issue but did feel that all businesses in the Town and wider area should be requested to contribute, not just those few who were members of the Chamber of Business.


The Meeting Closed at: 21:40.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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