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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 22ND SEPTEMBER 2009
Present
Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, J.E. Gains, C. Green, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and B.R. Williamson

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips, two members of the public and one member of the press were also present. 

310. Chairman’s Remarks
It was RESOLVED following a proposal by the Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett, seconded by Councillor T.F. Marris that:
a. Items 7. Ramsgate Road Railings, 8. Civic Chain and 10. NVQ Apprentice be moved to the end of the agenda; and 
b. The public and press be excluded from the meeting during discussion of the above items because information of a confidential nature would be disclosed.


311. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP, A. Leonard JP, Mrs. E. Wood, D.E. Wing and Mrs. M.W. Finch.  These were approved by the Committee.

312. To receive declarations of interest in accordance with the Local Government Act, 2000:
The following personal and prejudicial interest was declared:
a. Councillor J.R. Macdonald
i. Item 7 – Ramsgate Road Railings – as a Director of a company which has quoted for maintenance work at Ramsgate Road.
313. Notes of the last meeting held on 25th August 2009 to be approved as the Minutes
Following a proposal by Councillor T.F. Marris seconded by Councillor J. Makinson-Sanders the notes of the last meeting held on 25th August 2009 were discussed and approved as the Minutes.

314. Town Clerk’s report on matters outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that she was in receipt of a letter from Mr. N. Howells of ELDC acknowledging receipt of Louth Town Council’s letter asking that the proceeds from the sale of Louth Swimming Pool be used to benefit leisure charities within a 10 mile radius of Louth only.  She informed the Committee that Mr. Howells’ letter states that he will ensure that Louth Town Council’s wishes are taken into account when ELDC consider the matter formally.

The Town Clerk also told the Committee that Mr. H. Holmquest had requested that his painting of Riverhead not be transferred to the Navigation Trust but be returned to him for his use at local exhibitions.

It was proposed, seconded and approved to suspend Standing Orders to allow the matter to be considered fully.

315. Painting at Riverhead 
It was RESOLVED that the ownership of the painting originally gifted to the Town Council by Mr H. Holmquest be returned to Mr. Holmquest.
316. Employees Pay Award
The Committee noted that annual leave has increased in this financial year from 20 days to 21 days for two of the Council’s employees with less than five years service.  Following a proposal by Councillor F. Robertson, seconded by Councillor C. Finch it was RESOLVED to accept the National Joint Council’s terms of the 2009 pay settlement as follows:
a. scale Points 4-10 inclusive – 1.25%
b. scale Points 11 – 49 inclusive 1.00%; and
c. to apply the above rates to employees salaries and add any associated accrued pay in with September Salaries. 

317. Trinity Allotments
Following a proposal by Councillor C. Finch, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED that a payment with zero rate of inflation be made in 2009/10 for Trinity Allotments.

318. Christmas Lights
The Committee noted a condition report from the current contractor and the Town Clerk reported on the financial impact of undertaking the recommendations made therein.  It was RESOLVED following a proposal by Councillor F. Robertson, seconded by Councillor K. Sharp that:
a. 3 strings of lights including the special drapes should be replaced 
b. that all remaining bulbs be replaced with coloured neon low energy lamps; and
c. that alternative sources of funding be sought to contribute to the costs.
Councillor C. Finch requested it be recorded that he was not in agreement with the above resolutions.

319. Julian Bower Field
The Committee considered security issues at its land at Julian Bower and RESOLVED:
a. to obtain a quote for a new gate with posts, hinges, lockable latches and installation
b. to obtain a quote for flailing the eastern hedge and certain tree work
c. to find out who owns the western boundary hedge to determine who is responsible for its maintenance.  

320. Exclusion of Public and Press
Further to the resolution made during item 1 of the agenda Chairman’s Remarks (see minute 294 above) the Committee excluded the public and press from the meeting during the following items because matters of a private and confidential nature were to be discussed.

321. Ramsgate Road Railings
Councillor J.R. Macdonald left the room while the Ramsgate Road Railings were discussed.

The Committee assessed quotations for work to the Ramsgate Railings and following a proposal by Councillor D.M. Skinner, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED that:
a. New quotes, all to the same specification, should be sought
b. The Town Clerk should write to the Environment Agency and ask for a contribution towards the works
c. Alternate sources of funding should be explored.

Councillor J.R. Macdonald rejoined the meeting at 9.55pm

322. NVQ Apprentice
Following a proposal by Councillor T.F. Marris, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED that Louth Town Council’s NVQ Apprentice’s placement should be extended to 15th January 2009 to allow her to attain her qualification and that the salaries budget should be increased by £540. 

323. Civic Chain 
The Committee received the notes from the Special Town Council Meeting 10/09/09 containing resolutions made regarding the Civic Chain and Jewel.  The following was RESOLVED:
a. Proposed by Councillor C. Finch, seconded by Councillor K. Sharp - £2,359.20 expenditure including carriage be authorised
b. Proposed by Councillor J.R. Macdonald, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson - money contained in the Panorama Earmarked Reserve should be vired to Civic Regalia Earmarked Reserve.
c. Proposed by Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson – a stock of Mayor’s medallions for future purchase by Mayor’s should not be obtained by Louth Town Council
d. Proposed by Councillor F. Robertson, seconded by Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson – Past Mayors be authorised to purchase their own medallion, using the Town Council’s die.  Living past Mayor’s to be contacted.
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders requested it be recorded that she was not in agreement with resolution 306. b. above.
The Meeting Closed at 10.25pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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