
 09-08-09 RTC MINS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2009
Present


The Mayor, Councillor K. Sharp (in the chair)
Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M. Finch, J.E. Gains, C. Green, J. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P. Watson, D.E. Wing, and Mrs. E. Wood.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, Acting Secretary Miss Y. Shah, 3 Members of the public and 1 Invited Guest was also present.

There were no speakers in the public forum.

258. Prayers were said by Canon Stephen Holdaway.


259. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard and Councillors T. Marris, F. Robertson, A. Leonard and B. Williamson. These were approved by the Council.


260. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make.


261. Presentation 
Councillors received a presentation from John Makinson-Sanders, Member Development Officer from ELDC on e-learning resources that are becoming available to parish councils. He explained that ELDC Councillor Gary Ellis, Chairman of LALC, had realised the potential value of e-learning to parishes in terms of learning at your own pace in councillors homes and in subject areas relevant to the individual. This is also a low cost solution of accessing training through subscription. Some of Louth Town Councillors have already participated in a pilot study and Mr Makinson-Sanders offered further assistance to the council to increase participation.

262. Declarations of interest:
a. Councillor Mrs. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8 ULHT as a member of the Health Scrutiny panel for Lincolnshire and the parent of a ULHT bank staff member. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9 Town Centre Manager as a member of ELDC.


263. Council Minutes
The notes of the following Council Meeting were discussed and approved by the Council as a correct record:
a. Town Council Meeting – 11th August 2009.


264. Committee Minutes
The following Committee Minutes were approved by the Council:
a. Planning and Environment Committee – 28th July 2009
b. Planning and Environment Committee – 11th August 2009
c. General Purpose and Finance Committee – 28th July 2009
d. Cemetery Committee – 9th June 2009
265. United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS
a.  Councillors discussed the response from ULHT regarding LTC comments made in the Foundation consultation process and the rejection of consideration of not applying proportional representation to the membership. It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to challenge UHT on this point and once again stress the need for this methodology to differentiate between the population sizes of the Districts and the added impact of seasonal holiday makers.
b. Councillors considered the increases to car parking charges at ULHT sites with effect from 08/09/09 and noted that whilst there were increases in other locations the charges at Louth were to remain the same for the time being. Councillors RESOLVED:
i. To invite representatives of Louth Hospital site when in place to discuss car park charges with Louth Town Council.
ii. That the Town Clerk write to ULHT to object to the increase in charges which were introduced without consultation and the impact that this has on the residents of Louth and rural areas who do not have public transport options available. There was also concern at the step changes of the charges and the lack of control that patients have over the length of their visit and that there is a higher level charge that was not included in the media release.
 
266. Town Centre Manager / Partnership

a. Councillors received feedback on the recruitment process from Councillor Mrs. Makinson-Sanders who informed them that the new Town Centre Manager was a Mr. Mark Barnes whose previous achievements included the introduction of a local loyalty scheme and that he was due to start on 14th September 2009. She also informed Councillors that Town Centre Managers had also been appointed for Mablethorpe and Skegness and that all of the managers would undertake an induction process before being involved in detailed discussions with Stakeholders.
b. Councillors considered registering an interest in becoming members of Louth Town Centre Partnership and RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to ELDC and request that work on progressing the Constitution be put on hold pending the establishment of the Town Centre Manager in order that this is an open and transparent process.

267. Appointment to Outside Committees.
It was RESOLVED by casting vote of the Chairman that appointments to outside Committees should be made from within the council to ensure that there is a line of reporting back to the same.

268. National Association of Local Councils
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders confirmed that she would provide the Town Clerk with a report from the conference to be circulated to councillors.

269. Mayors Announcements
The Mayors referred to the tabled list of functions and events that he had attended since his last report and highlighted:
a. Louth Run for Life which featured more than 1,000 participants and for which he would be attending the cheque presentation in October.

b. Waving off the Jumbalance participants and carers in July.

c. Prize-giving ceremonies rewarding young people for their good work.

d. Emma Jayne bikeathon which was very well attended. 

The meeting closed at 20.32hrs.

Chairman………………………………………………….

Date……………………………….
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