 08-25-09 GPF MINS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GENERAL PURPOSE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 25TH AUGUST 2009
Present


Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard, F.G. Coonghe, Mrs. M. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard J. P, C. Green, J. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T. Marris, F. Robertson, Mrs. P. Watson, B. Williamson, D.E. Wing and Mrs. E. Wood.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, 2 Members of the public and 1 Member of the press were also present. 
238. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman informed the Committee that Louth Town Council had received an unqualified audit for 2008/09 and that the requisite Notice of Closure of order was now on display.


239. Apologies for Absence
Apologies have been received from Councillors J.P. Dean, C. Finch, K. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor and D. Skinner. These were approved by the Committee.


240. Declarations of Interest:
a. Councillor Mrs. P. Watson
i. Personal Interest Item 9 Louth Swimming Pool as a member of ELDC.
b. Councillor D. Wing
i. Personal Interest Item 6 and 17 as a member of the Louth Cottage Garden and Allotments Society.
241. Committee Minutes
The notes of the last meeting held on 28th July 2009 were approved as the Minutes.


242. Town Clerk’s report on matters outstanding.
The Town Clerk had no matters that were not on the agenda.

243. Correspondence Received:
The Committee noted that the following correspondence had been received:
a. Louth Cottage Garden and Allotment Association re: additional land at Julian Bower. It was RESOLVED that the correspondence should be acknowledged and that the society be invited to discuss the matter further with the Committee.
It was further RESOLVED at this point that the associated item 17 be discussed in closed session due to confidential financial information being discussed.  

244. Publications Received:
The Committee noted that the following publications have been received and are available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. LALC News Issue July 2009

245. Financial Reports
The Committee approved the following subject to future FOG scrutiny:
a. Cash Book Income and Expenditure 1st April 2009 – 30th June 2009.
b. Committee Reports as at 30th June 2009.

246. Louth Swimming Pool
Councillor Mrs. Makinson-Sanders proposed that LTC formulate a policy regarding the disposal of cash from the sale of Louth Swimming Pool. It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to ELDC and the Charities Commission to state that on behalf of the people of Louth the proceeds from the sale of Louth Swimming Pool should be used to benefit leisure charities within a 10 mile radius of Louth only.




247. Lincolnshire Association of Local Councils
The Committee nominated Councillors Mrs Wood and Mrs Finch to represent LTC at the AGM of LALC which will be held on Saturday 7th November 2009 10 – 4pm. It was RESOLVED that the cost of £18.50 per delegate and current travelling expenses could be claimed.

248. LALC Training
The Committee noted the training events for September to November 2009.
a. Power of Well-Being - committee to consider the way forward regarding the requirement of 80% of Councillors receiving training to use this power. It was RESOLVED that the Chairman Councillor Burnett and the Town Clerk would attend the training event at Alford on 30th September 2009.
b. Councillors wishing to take part in other events to contact the Town Clerk.


249. NALC Leadership Academy
The Committee discussed the NALC Leadership event to be held on 15 – 18th September 2009. It was RESOLVED that this event should not be considered at this time due to the high cost but that this could be considered in the future as an investment.

250. Action for Market Town Convention
The Committee RESOLVED that Councillors Mrs J. Makinson-Sanders and Wing would represent LTC and attend the annual convention to be held in Melton Mowbray on October 13th and 14th 2009. The costs were approved at an all inclusive rate of £295 each and approved travel costs.

251. Louth Riverhead Oil Painting
The Committee RESOLVED that Louth Navigation Trust should be offered the painting as being able to provide a more appropriate location with greater public access.

252. ELDC Grant Aid support
It was noted that the details had not been distributed and the Chairman apprised the Committee of the project details. The Committee RESOLVED that the request from Louth and District Hospice for grant aid from ELDC should not be supported on the basis of the impact that the project would have on alternative service providers and charity groups.

253. Town Guide.
The Committee RESOLVED that no additional copies should be purchased and that alternative methods of information distribution be considered.

254. Exclusion of Public and Press.
The Committee RESOLVED to exclude public and press for the following items for reasons of legal and financial confidentiality.

255. Julian Bower Site
The Committee RESOLVED that The Louth Cottage Garden and Allotments Society be invited to meet with LTC with regard to the allocation of up to half of the site to the Society.

256. Land to rear of 31 Broadbank.
It was RESOLVED that no further action would be taken.

257. Old Mill House Hubbards Hills.
It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to the solicitors responsible for the lease agreement to ascertain the current situation and to provide assurance that the required conditions have been met by the lessee.

The meeting closed at 22:30

Signed……………………………………..  Chairman

Date…………………………………
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