
 07-28-09 GPF MINS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GENERAL PURPOSE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 28TH JULY 2009
Present


Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard J. P, C. Green, J. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T. Marris, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, B. Williamson, D.E. Wing and Mrs. E. Wood.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, 2 Members of the public and 1 Member of the press were also present. 
179. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman informed the Committee that 6 No CCTV units had been affected in the storm at 13:30hrs on 24th July 2009. The protect units which had been agreed at the last meeting on 23rd June had been ordered but not fitted. It was agreed that the repair work necessary should be progressed through an insurance claim, for which the cost was estimated at £4,300. The Committee noted that the replacement parts had been ordered to ensure continuity of service and that this was the third such impact within a 12 month time-scale.
The Chairman also informed the Committee that as pre-precept estimate work the mayoral robes and the Town Clerk’s wig would be sent to the original manufacturers for recommendations with regard to cleaning / refurbishment. The Committee noted that the costs for this exercise would be postage and courier charges.


180. Apologies for Absence
Apologies had been received from Councillor Mrs. P. Watson and Councillor D.M. Skinner. These were approved by the Committee.

181. The following declarations of interest were made:
a. Councillor Leonard 

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8 as a member of the Rotary Club of Louth.

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9 as Chairman of Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd.

b. Councillor Mrs Finch

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9 as a Director of Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd.

c. Councillor Wing

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9 as a Director of Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd.

d. Councillor Marris
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8 as a member of the Rotary Club of Louth.

e. Councillor Mrs Makinson-Sanders

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9 as a Director of Hubbards Hills trust Ltd.

f. Councillor Macdonald

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8 as a member of the Rotary Club of Louth.
182. Committee Minutes.
The notes of the last meeting held on 23rd June 2009 were approved as the Minutes.


183. Town Clerk’s report on matters outstanding.
The Town Clerk confirmed to Councillor Mrs. Makinson-Sanders that she had not received an update regarding the Community Notice Board at the Library. It was agreed that this should be an item on the next agenda.

184. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence had been received.
a. Latest Employers offer – pay award 2009/10.
185. Internal Audit Report
The Chairman commended the Town Clerk for the complimentary contents of the Internal Audit Report 2008/09. The Committee also noted that the Annual Report has been submitted to the external auditor, the period of notice now having expired with no requests from members of the public to view the accounts.

186. Request for Funds
The Committee RESOLVED that £100 be given to the Rotary Club of Louth to assist with the staging of a ‘Leisure in Louth’ exhibition 17th / 18th October and that this should be funded from Contingency funds. The Committee also noted that the Mayor has contributed one of his allocated days for use of the Ballroom for this purpose.

187. Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd
The request for the release of the reserve fund £29,700 from the Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd was approved by the Committee. The Town Clerk cautioned that this may have to await the transfer of funds between bank accounts.

188. Mayor’s Serjeant Uniform
The Committee viewed the proposed uniform and RESOLVED that it should be purchased at a total cost of £175 including VAT. It was further RESOLVED that the buttons should remain as purchased and that no hat would be required to be worn, this choice was informed by the Serjeant at Arms of the House of Commons.

189. Civic Chain of Office
The Committee confirmed that the original ‘Jewel’ would remain on the existing Civic chain that was to be retired as the Borough Chain containing commemorative Mayors medallions up to 1973. The Committee requested that the standard of the replica jewel be clarified with costs before proceeding further with the replacement chain.

190. The Committee RESOLVED to move into closed session and exclude members of the public and press for reasons of discussing confidential legal and financial information.


191. Land at rear 31 Broadbank.
The Committee RESOLVED that Town Clerk should research the ownership of the land and bring this item back to a future meeting.
The meeting closed at 21:20

Signed……………………………………..  Chairman

Date…………………………………
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