
 07-14-09 RTC MINS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 14TH JULY 2009
Present


The Mayor, Councillor K. Sharp (in the chair)
Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard J. P, C. Green, J. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T. Marris, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P. Watson, B. Williamson, D.E. Wing and Mrs. E. Wood
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, Acting Secretary Miss Y. Shah 12 members of the public, and 4 invited guests were also present. 
There were 2 speakers in the public forum:

Former Councillor Mrs. Margaret Ottaway thanked all Councillors following the celebration of her retirement recently.

Local resident Ms. J. Dunbar reminded Councillors of issues raised as a result of the planning application submitted by Sainsbury’s Ltd. These included infrastructure problems with narrow access roads, junction problems and blind bends, location of the site within a residential area, narrow limited pavements for pedestrians encountering increased traffic.
131. Prayers were said by the Mayors Chaplain Canon Stephen Holdaway.


132. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard and F.G. Coonghe. These were approved by the Committee.


133. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks.


134. Presentation by Lincolnshire Family History Society.
The representatives of LFHS were Mrs. Hazel Deighton (Chairman), Mrs. Anne Cole (Vice Chairman), Mrs. Anita Muchall (Chairman Louth Branch) and Mrs. Thelma Parr (Treasurer Louth Branch).
The presentation by Mrs. Deighton highlighted the benefits of copying and publishing the burial records of Louth London Road Cemetery which revolved around the protection of the original documents from fire, theft, and deterioration through use by using a CD Rom which would be provided to the Town Council. The copyright of the CD data would remain with the Society who use the funds from the sale of such items to finance further transcriptions. The society currently have a catalogue which includes 88 book titles, 300 items of microfiche and 35 CD Rom’s and have access to 30 volunteers to carry out the work. Mrs. Deighton also confirmed that the work would be likely to be carried out by taking digital images of the burial books and transcribing off site. The CD Rom’s are currently sold for £11.73 but was under review. Mrs. Deighton also confirmed that the volumes of burial registers currently held at Lincolnshire Archives had been transcribed in 1996 and that they worked closely with the ‘Find My Past’ website.
The Mayor thanked the group for coming to explain their request and informed them that the item would be brought back on a future agenda.



135. Declarations of interest 
The following declarations of interest were made:

a. Councillor Mrs. P. Watson. Personal Interest – Agenda item 12 as a trustee of KEVIGS Almshouse, School and Educational Charity.
b. Councillor D. Skinner. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12 as a trustee of KEVIGS Almshouse, School and Educational Charity.
c. Councillor J. Dean. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12 as a trustee of KEVIGS Almshouse, School and Educational Charity.
d. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8as Chaiman of the Louth Town Plan Group.

136. Council Minutes
The Council approved the following notes as the Minutes of the following Council Meetings:
a. Town Council Meeting – 9th June 2009.


137. Committee Minutes
The minutes of the following meetings were approved and signed as a correct record the Minutes of the following Committee Meetings:
a. Planning and Environment Committee – 19th May 2009
b. Planning and Environment Committee – 9th June 2009
c. Planning and Environment Committee – 23rd June 2009
d. General Purpose and Finance Committee – 19th May 2009
e. Cemetery Committee – 24th February 2009
f. Personnel Committee – 24th February 2009
138. Louth Town Plan
The Town Plan was endorsed by vote and signed by the Mayor of Louth Town Council who read the statement: On behalf of Louth Town Council, I have pleasure in endorsing the Louth Town Plan and look forward to the actions becoming a reality.


139. Councillor Participation
The Mayor as Chairman of Louth Town Council stated his support of Committee Chairmen in the enforcement of Standing Order No 24 to enable all Councillors to have the opportunity to participate fully in meetings. A debate followed culminating in it being RESOLVED that this item be brought back to a future meeting to allow familiarisation with the issue and possible alternatives. During the debate Councillor Mrs. P. Watson requested that her objection to personal comments made by Councillor F. Robertson was recorded.

Councillor F. Coonghe arrived at 20:00hrs.

140. Civic Regalia:
It was  RESOLVED that:
a. The current Civic chain should be ‘retired’ and stored in a purpose built display cabinet to be secured in the Muniments Room and displayed in the Mayors Parlour on appropriate civic occasions. This chain will be known as the Borough Chain and will commemorate Mayors prior to 1974.
b. A replica chain is purchased for use on robed civic occasions to which medallions to commemorate Mayors following the creation of Louth Town Council in 1974 can be added. It was further RESOLVED that this would be subject to quotations for this item being brought to the Financial Overview Group and the General Purpose and Finance Committee for approval of the expenditure.

141. Mayors Serjeant Uniform
It was RESOLVED that this item be deferred to a future meeting.


142. King Edward VI Almshouse, School & Educational Charity at Louth.
It was RESOLVED that Mrs. Margaret Ottaway M.B.E. would continue to represent Louth Town Council as a trustee of the charity until April 2014. 

143. Mayors Engagements.
The Mayors recent engagements were tabled. The Mayor commented that he had particularly enjoyed visiting Interskill commending them as an organisational that was ‘making a difference’.


The meeting closed at 20:20hrs.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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