06-23-09MINS GPF
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 23rd JUne 2009
Present
Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, C. Green, A. Leonard J.P., J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T. Marris, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson, and D.E. Wing. 

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, Acting Secretary Miss Y. Shah and 2 Members of the public were also present.
113. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make.


114. Apologies for Absence.
Apologies were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard, J.P. Dean, and Mrs. E. Wood.These were approved by the Committee.

115. Declarations of Interest.
There were no declarations of interest. 

116. Committee Minutes.
The notes of the meeting held on 19th May 2009 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


117. Town Clerk’s report on matters outstanding.
The Town Clerk had no matters to report upon.

118. Correspondence:
The Committee noted the correspondence received:
a. From: ELDC Re: Costs for use of Accommodation 2008-09. Committee to note that that this statement is being queried by the Town Clerk to ensure the inclusion of relevant charges only.

Councillor Burnett declared an interest at this point as a member of the Executive Committee ELDC. The Committee RESOLVED that a working group consisting of Councillors Leonard, Skinner and Mrs M. Finch should look at the current Town Council accommodation and alternatives and report back to the Committee at a future date.

119. Financial / Statutory Reports
The Committee received recommendations from FOG, and RESOLVED to approve the following:
a. Income and Expenditure 1st April 2009 – 31st March 2009 
b. Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2009 including:
i. Section 1 Statement of accounts was signed by the Chairman.
ii. Section 2 Annual Governance Statement was signed by the Chairman.

120. Land at the rear of 31 Broadbank
It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should seek a free valuation of the land, consult with the Valuation Officer at ELDC and the former Borough Surveyor prior to obtaining legal advice and bringing back to the Committee.

121. Mayors Board
The Committee requested that the Town Clerk obtain a quotation for a replacement board and to go over the Mayors names from 1987 to 1991 inclusive with gold leaf to match other entries.

122. Trustee of Louth United Charities
It was RESOLVED that Councillor F. Robertson be re-nominated as a Trustee for a further term commencing on1st August.

123. NALC Annual Conference
It was RESOLVED that a place be reserved for one member of the Town Council to attend the conference and that all associated travel and accommodation expenses be approved.

124. Art Restoration Group
The Committee received updates from:
a. Councillor Mrs. M. Finch re Trial of Strafford who reported that The House of Commons Art Group had recently approved a tender for the restoration of the painting which would be carried out in Bristol. 10 members of the Committee expressed an interest in travelling to London at their own expense to see the painting in situ upon its completion.
b. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders re Sir Michael Levy’s Memorial Service at the National Gallery London and the Louth Panorama. Councillor Makinson-Sanders reported that she had acquired a copy of the catalogue of sale which had commended the painting for its uniqueness. Other members also added that new documentation had surfaced that identified the individual characters in the painting.


125. Storm Damage
The Committee received a report from the Town Clerk regarding damage suffered by 3 CCTV units as a result of a power surge on Monday 15th June at 3.45pm and informed the Committee that the excess payment for this item was £250. The Committee discussed the matter and RESOLVED that an insurance claim should not be made and that the estimated cost of £1,200 should be funded from Town Council funds to protect future premiums.  The Committee also considered protecting the cameras from future similar damage and RESOLVED that this should be carried out at a cost of £900.
The meeting closed at 21.55

Signed………………………………….Chairman


Date…………………………….







1 of 2

