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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2010
Present
The Mayor, Councillor K.A. Sharp (in the chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, C. Green, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. S.E. Locking, F. Robertson, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and B.R. Williamson
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips, 6 members of the public, 1 member of the press and 1 invited guest were also present. 
There were two speakers in the public forum, as follows:
· A gentleman spoke about a planning application / planning inquiry regarding a proposed gypsy / travellers site off Brackenborough Road.
· A gentleman spoke about the King Edwards VI Grammar School Admissions Policy Consultation.
553. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D.E. Wing, Mrs. E. Wood and D.M. Skinner.  These were approved by the Council.

554. Chairman’s Remarks
The Mayor announced that he had toured Wolds College on 5th February and the Head there had offered to show any interested Councillors around one evening.  He advised any Councillors wishing to take up the offer to contact the Town Clerk.  Finally, the Mayor thanked Councillors for making donations to Haiti at his recent Coffee Afternoon.

555. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared in accordance with the Local Government Act, 2000:
a. Councillor Mrs P.F. Watson 
i. Any item from or relating to LCC or ELDC as a member of LCC and ELDC.
ii. Agenda item 8. KEVIGS Consultation re. Changes to the Admissions Policy – as a parent of a pupil and a Foundation Trustee.
iii. Agenda item 9. Louth Area Committee – as the Vice Chairman
b. Councillor C. Green - Agenda item 8. KEVIGS Consultation re. Changes to the Admissions Policy – as a friend of an employee at KEVIGS. 
Councillor B. Burnett arrived at 7.37pm.

556. Council Minutes
The notes of the Town Council meeting held on 26th January 2010 were discussed and approved as a correct record of that meeting provided that the following words be removed from line 4 of minute no. 529 Trial of Strafford: ’…a public area of …’ .

557. Committee Minutes
The Minutes of the following Committee Meetings were ratified by the Council and signed by the Chairman:
a. Planning and Environment Committee – 12th January 2010
b. General Purposes and Finance Committee – 5th January 2010
c. Cemetery Committee – 27th October 2009

558. Interim Town Centre Partnership
Mr. M. Barnes the Town Centre Manager reported that the Interim Town Centre Partnership (ITCP) was up and running.  He enthused about the positive outlook of all those involved and informed Councillors that the PR of Louth had started in earnest and recommended Councillors read a very good article about Louth in the magazine ‘Lincolnshire Life’.  Mr. Barnes went on to describe some of the progress made so far which included informing the Council that:
a. The Food Town Project is underway and is forging ahead.  Leaflets are to be produced, and specialty markets are planned for 5th September and 31st October 2010 respectively,
b. The ITCP are looking at how to brand the partnership, 
c. ‘Quick wins’ are being worked on, 
d. Possible projects on which some of Mr. Barnes’ budget might be spent are being investigated - these include flowers, a music festival and notice boards, amongst others, 
e. The ITCP has agreed to work with the Town Council making Christmas arrangements, 
f. The ITCP has received an offer from a community arts group to put art events on in empty units in town, 
g. The ITCP is looking at having dedicated pages in a local newspaper, 
h. The ITCP has been asked to have a debate on Supermarkets and it has agreed to this, in principle, 
i. The ITCP are to consider the issues of businesses in the town whose windows are smashed on a regular basis,
j. The Business Group have written to all local businesses asking them to join the Business Group and they have received lots of applications,

k. The Town Clerk and himself had commenced weekly meetings to keep up to date and ensure no overlap.

Various comments were made, including but not limited to the following from Councillors:

a. T.F. Marris: Opined that Louth offers a very diverse shopping experience, all types of shop should be promoted, not just food ones.

b. Mrs. E. Ballard JP: extended an invitation to Mr. Barnes and the members of the ITCP to tour the CCTV Control Room before discussing item item i. above.

c. Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders: explained that promoting Louth as a Food Town is just a way of increasing footfall in the Town.

d. A. Leonard JP, B. Burnett and Mrs. S.E. Locking: thanked Mr. Barnes for doing a fantastic job.


554. Trial of Strafford (Visit to House of Lords)
Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch referred Councillors to a tabled sheet detailing arrangements for the visit to the House of Lords taking place on 3rd March 2010 and urged Councillors to let the Town Clerk know by Friday 12th February their preference with regard to a suitable venue for a meal break on the return journey.  She informed the Council that the Trial of Strafford would be on public display for one month in the Royal Gallery at the House of Lords and the Reception to which the Council had been invited would take place there.  However, she explained that, after a month the painting would be moved and would be displayed in the Peers Guest Room of the House of Lords State Apartments.  She reported that the original invitation had been for Councillors only but she had managed to secure places for spouses and the Town Clerk and she informed the Council that Kiffy Stainer-Hutchins, Sir Patrick McCormack, David Robinson and Professor the Lord Norton of Louth had also been invited to attend by the House of Lords.  Finally, she announced that there were currently 24 Council related attendees making the price per person £27.08 which, she informed Councillors should be paid to the Town Clerk by 23rd February.

555. KEVIGS Consultation re. Changes to the Admissions Policy
The Council received a letter from Mr. Lascelles, the Headmaster at KEVIGS and following a lengthy debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders that Louth Town Council support Option C – 10 mile concentric circle.  Councillor B. Burnett agreed with this but requested that Mrs. Makinson-Sanders add to her proposal a request that KEVIGS assess the suitability of its 11+ entrance exam.  Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders approved this course of action and the new proposal was put to the Council.  Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch seconded it and it was RESOLVED by vote of the Council that Louth Town Council support Option C – 10 mile concentric circle but request that KEVIGS assess the suitability of its 11+ entrance exam.
556. Louth Area Committee
The Council noted that the next meeting of the Louth Area Committee would take place on Monday 15th March in the Welton le Wold Church Hall at 7.30pm and that suggested agenda items should be received by the Member Services Office, Democratic Services Department, ELDC by Friday 26th February.
The Meeting Closed at: 8.41pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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