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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GENERAL PURPOSE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2010
Present


Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, C. Green, Mrs. S.E. Locking, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P. Watson, and B. Williamson.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips and 1 Member of the Public and 1 Member of the Press were also present. 
566. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make.

567. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. E. Wood and Councillors D. Wing, and D.M. Skinner. These were approved by the Committee.


568. Declarations of Interest
The following declarations of interest were made:
Personal Interest – 

a. Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard and Councillor A. Leonard Agenda Item 6 (b) - as J.P.’s.
569. Minutes
Following a proposal by Councillor Leonard seconded by Councillor Gains the notes of the last meeting held on 26th January 2010 were approved as the Minutes.


570. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk apprised the committee of the details of a break in at the Cemetery Workshops. She confirmed that strimmers, a hedge trimmer and a chain saw were stolen, and that the police had been informed. The Committee approved that an insurance claim be made to the Town Council Insurers for replacements. It was further discussed and agreed that the Cemetery Committee should undertake a review of security arrangements at the Cemetery and report back to a future Town Council Meeting.

571. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence had been received :
a. From: Louth Run for Life – Re: Financial Contribution – Letter attached. It was RESOLVED that £250 should be given from s.137 monies to support the 2010 event, and that the organisation be made aware of the timetable and approved process for future grant applications. 
b. From: Victim Support Re: Financial Contribution – Letter attached. It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to the group to make them aware of the timetable and approved process for future grant applications.

572. Mayoral Selection
The Mayor Councillor K. Sharp proposed that as Chairman of the Mayoral Selection working group that Councillor T. F. Marris be Mayor Elect for 2010/11, this was seconded by Councillor F. Robertson. There being no further nominations it was RESOLVED that Councillor T.F. Marris be Mayor Elect for 2010/11 and that preparations for the appropriate Civic events could commence. Councillor Marris thanked the Committee for the honour and that he would do his very best to uphold this very important role for the Town.
573. Town Council Accommodation.
Councillor A. Leonard JP, Chairman of the nominated group investigating this item informed the Committee that whilst there were currently no suitable alternatives to accommodate the Council, future possibilities were likely to require considerable funding and this should be borne in mind when considering current assets and their future uses particularly land.

574. Land at Julian Bower
It was proposed by Councillor Leonard that the Committee consider reversing a previous decision to allow the Cottage Garden and Allotments Association to turn the land / part of the land at Julian Bower into allotments. The Town Clerk reminded the Committee that as the original decision had been made less than 6 months previously, this would require a proposal and support made in accordance with Standing Orders to rescind this decision. The proposal was withdrawn and it agreed that this item should be brought back to a future meeting together with suggestions for income generation from this land.

575. Exclusion of Public and Press.
The Committee RESOLVED that the public and press be excluded for the following item for reasons of third party confidentiality. The remaining Member of Public and Member of Press left the meeting.

576. Old Mill House
It was RESOLVED that Mr. P. Brewer, legal advisor for the Town Council should be invited to the next meeting.

The meeting closed at 22.05hrs
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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