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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 26TH JANUARY 2010
Present
The Mayor, Councillor K.A. Sharp (in the chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, C. Green, Mrs. S.E. Locking, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and Mrs. E. Wood.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips, 13 members of the public, 1 member of the press and 1 invited guest were also present. 
There were six speakers in the public forum, as follows:
· A lady spoke about her disappointment at the disrespect she had been shown by certain Councillors since her own retirement from the Council. 
· A lady spoke about item 8d of the Planning and Environment Committee agenda - Correspondence re. Neighbours Comments (Planning Application Consultation).  

· Three ladies and a gentleman spoke separately about their deep concerns at and objections to the proposed changes to the King Edwards VI Grammar School (KEVIGS) admissions policy.

521. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing.  These were approved by the Council.

522. Chairman’s Remarks
The Mayor announced that he would be holding a Coffee Afternoon on Monday 1st February 2010 from 1pm to 3pm and all proceeds would be given to Compassion to help children in Haiti affected by the recent earthquake.  He hoped as many Councillors and members of the public would attend as possible.

523. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared in accordance with the Local Government Act, 2000:
a. Councillor Mrs. E. Wood declared an interest in agenda item 4 – Presentation by Mr. J. Lascelles, Headmaster of King Edward VI Grammar School on the Proposed Changes to the Admissions Policy – as a teacher in a local primary school.  The following Councillors also declared an interest in this agenda item:
i. Councillor J.P. Dean – as a foundation governor at KEVIGS.
ii. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson – as parent of the head boy and a foundation governor at KEVIGS.
iii. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor – as a governor at Monks Dyke Technology College.
iv. Councillor K.A. Sharp – as a trustee of Locksley Christian School.
v. Councillor D.M. Skinner – as a foundation governor at KEVIGS.
b. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson declared an interest in any item from or relating to LCC or ELDC as a member of LCC and ELDC.
c. Councillor A. Leonard declared an interest in agenda item 11 – Hubbard’s Hills – as Chairman of the Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd.
d. Councillor C. Finch declared an interest in agenda item 7 – Feedback from Louth Area Committee – as a member of the Area Committee.
e. Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch declared an interest in agenda item 11 – Hubbard’s Hills – as a Trustee of Hubbard’s Hills.
f. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders declared an interest in agenda item 11 – Hubbard’s Hills – as a Trustee of Hubbard’s Hills.
g. Councillor B. Burnett declared an interest in agenda item 10 – Shaping Care for the 21st Century – Proposed Closure of Crowtree House – as an employee of the Alzheimer’s Society.

524. Presentation by Mr. J. Lascelles, Headmaster of King Edward VI Grammar School on the Proposed Changes to the Admissions Policy
Mr. Lascelles began by saying that it was inevitable that this subject would be controversial but he opined that sometimes you have to think the unthinkable to ensure survival.  He explained that the Governors had been reviewing the KEVIGS admissions policy in order to identify a fairer system of selection and he informed Councillors that the KEVIGS Governors had decided to consult on the introduction, from September 2011, of selection by rank order only.  He took Councillors through a pack of supporting documents for the consultation and explained that KEVIGS has over 34 primary feeder schools and the majority of its pupils come from the villages to the North and East of Louth.  There are only about 20 children from Louth in each year group and children from out of catchment occupy well over a third of places at KEVIGS.  He went on to elucidate that projected secondary school figures obtained from Lincolnshire County Council show that over the course of the next seven years there will be a significant decline in secondary pupil numbers and that the number of children at KEVIGS from out of catchment will continue to grow.  He reported that there are a number of anomalies in the current system whereby children who live close to Louth, in say Binbrook or Ludford are classified as out of catchment and are excluded.  With the above in mind he explained that as part of a wider strategic review the Governors had decided to consult on selection by rank order in order to:
a. Introduce a simple system that provides parents with as much information, as quickly as possible, so as to assist them in their decision making process.
b. Put in place a fair system that removes the existing geographical problems outlined above.
c. Recognise and respond to the changing demographics in the region.
He said that rank order was one of four options, that this was not a done deal and the final decision was critical to a good debate.  He urged all interested parties to visit www.admissions.sm4.biz for further information and asked that they email their comments to rmadam@kevigs.lincs.sch.uk using the subject line ‘Admissions Consultation’.

Councillors discussed the information presented by Mr. Lascelles and asked him to clarify certain points.  The Mayor then thanked Mr. Lascelles for attending and announced that the Council would debate its corporate response to the consultation at its next meeting on 9th February 2010.


525. Council Minutes
The notes of the Town Council meetings held on 8th December 2009 and 12th January 2010 were discussed and approved as correct records of those meetings.

526. Committee Minutes
The Minutes of the following Committee Meetings were ratified by the Council and signed by the Chairman:
a. Planning and Environment Committee – 5th January 2010.
b. Personnel Committee – 10th November 2009.

527. Feedback from Louth Area Committee
Councillor T.F. Marris provided feedback saying that he had attended the Louth Area Committee meeting on 18th January 2010 in place of Councillor Coonghe.  He gave an account of subjects discussed and he reported that the meeting had been somewhat of a ‘free-for-all’ with members of the public speaking to items all the way through the meeting, instead of just during the public forum section.  Following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write a strong letter to Councillor Mrs. L. Koumi the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. N. Howells, CEO of ELDC and the Monitoring Officer, Mrs. E. Hoggart detailing Councillors disagreement with the ‘free-for-all’ way that the Area Committee Meeting had evolved.
528. Liaison Meeting – Items for Discussion
Councillors put forward items for discussion at the next Liaison Meeting taking place on 4th February 2010 at 7pm in the Council Chamber, as follows:
a. Area Committee
b. Spire View Streetlights
c. Markets
d. Sale of Swimming Pool / Lorry Park  - Split of Sale Proceeds

529. Trial of Strafford
Councillors noted that restoration of the Trial of Strafford had been completed and that the House of Lords had extended an invitation to the Council for a maximum of 22 people to attend a Reception at the House of Lords on Wednesday 3rd March between 1pm and 2pm to mark the occasion of it being formally displayed in a public area of the House of Lords.  It was RESOLVED that:
a. Councillors Mrs. E. Wood, Mrs. P.F. Watson, Mrs. S.E. Locking, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M.W. Finch, Mrs. E. Ballard JP, A. Leonard JP, J.R. Macdonald, C. Green, T.F. Marris, C. Finch, F.W.P. Treanor, K.A. Sharp, J.P. Dean, F. Robertson and D.E. Wing would attend as well as the Mayoress, the Deputy Mayoress and the Town Clerk.  Making a total of 19 in all.  
b. The Appleby’s Elite Coach should be booked to transport the party to and from London.  
c. The cost of the coach should be divided between and met by each attendee.  Councillors agreed that should they decide to opt out once their names had been submitted to the House of Lords they would still meet their share of the cost of the transport.
d. A replica painting of 3ft x 4ft be requested.
e. The replica should be hung at the top of the main staircase in place of the La Ferté-Bernard photographs.

530. Shaping Care for the 21st Century – Proposed Closure of Crowtree House
Councillors discussed a questionnaire on the above and following a proposal by Councillor F. Robertson, seconded by Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP it was RESOLVED that:
a. Councillors should complete and return the questionnaire as individuals.
b. The Council should not compile a corporate response.

531. Hubbards Hills
The Council received a letter from a member of the public and a verbal report from the Chairman of Hubbard’s Hills Trust in which he expressed his displeasure that the letter had been sent to the Town Clerk rather than to himself and at the disruptive nature of the contents.  He addressed the points raised and stressed that the trustees were acting within Company Law and on legal advice with regard to its minutes.  Following a proposal by Councillor C. Finch, seconded by Councillor J.R. Macdonald it was RESOLVED that the Council should take no action.
 
The Meeting Closed at: 9.31pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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