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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 12TH JANUARY 2010
Present
The Mayor, Councillor K.A. Sharp (in the chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, C. Green, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner and F.W.P. Treanor.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips, Administration Assistant, Miss Y. Shah, 6 members of the public, 1 member of the press and 1 invited guest were also present. 
There were 2 speakers in the public forum.
· A gentleman spoke about his objections to the proposed Biomass Plant on the Industrial Estate.

· A gentleman spoke about his and his neighbour’s objections to the alteration of and removal of conditions relating to Wolds College.
491. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. P.F. Watson, Mrs. E. Wood, Mrs. S.E. Locking, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing.  These were approved by the Council.


492. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman reminded Councillors that the closed meeting for Councillors re. the proposed closure of Crowtree House would take place on 15th January from 12.30pm at Crowtree House and that the Public Meeting would take place in the Conoco Rooms on 16th January from 10am-12pm.  Finally, the Chairman remarked that it was nice to see that the Donkey from the Council’s Nativity Scene had been anonymously returned, nearly undamaged.


493. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared in accordance with the Local Government Act, 2000:
a. Councillor B. Burnett declared an interest in agenda item 8. Louth Area Committee as a member of ELDC.


494. Council Minutes
The notes of the last meeting of Louth Town Council held on 8th December 2009 were discussed and following a proposal from Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, seconded by Councillor A. Leonard JP it was RESOLVED that the following should be added to the notes at section 455: ‘The Town Centre Partnership should assist with the provision of Christmas lights in Louth’ and the notes should be brought back to the next Town Council meeting for ratification:

495. Committee Minutes
The Minutes of the following Committee Meetings were ratified by the Council and signed by the Chairman:
a. Planning and Environment Committee – 24th November 2009.
b. General Purposes and Finance Committee – 24th November 2009.
c. Planning and Environment Committee – 8th December 2009.

496. Town Centre Partnership
Mr. M. Barnes confirmed that he would put forward the Town Council’s suggestion that the Town Centre Partnership should assist with the provision of Christmas Lights etc.  He reported that the top three projects so far were 1) Louth as a Food Town, 2) Parking and Traffic; and 3) Market.  He informed the Council that he is hoping to take an office in Meridian House.  The Council invited Mr. Barnes to attend a Town Council meeting once a month to provide an update.  Mr. Barnes accepted.

497. Precept 2010/11
a. Following a proposal by Councillor A. Leonard, seconded by Councillor J.E. Gains it was RESOLVED by vote of the Council that the Cemetery should precept for £41,060 (as shown on the sheet ‘Precept 2010_11 TC 12 January 2010 Cemetery’).
b. Following a proposal by Councillor B. Burnett, seconded by F. Robertson it was RESOLVED by vote of the Council that £157,990 should be the precept of the General Purposes and Finance Committee (as shown on the sheets ‘Precept 2010_11 TC 12 January 2010 GP & F’).
c. Following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch it was RESOLVED by vote of the Council that the Property Working Group should look into the cost of expanding the Charter Drawers Project to encompass the entire Muniments Room with a view to providing a town and tourist facility. External funding should be sought over the period of the next 6 months and proposals should be brought back as soon as possible.  
d. Following a proposal by Councillor B. Burnett, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED by vote of the Council that Louth Town Council’s total precept for 2010/11 should be £192,250.  Councillor B. Burnett noted a 0% increase in the burden on Council Tax households ensuing from Louth Town Council’s precept, compared to the previous year.
e. It was agreed that ELDC should be notified forthwith of Louth Town Council’s precept requirement. 

498. Louth Area Committee
Councillors noted that at the request of the Council the Town Clerk had requested that markets be on the agenda of the next Louth Area Committee Meeting taking place on Monday 18th January 2010 in the Salvation Army Hall, Church Street, Louth at 7.30pm.  Councillors discussed the possible impact on Louth and the Town Council of the ELDC Overview/Scrutiny B Committee work currently being undertaken, as detailed in the email circulated on 30th December 2009 and also noted that the report stated that all Town Council’s had been consulted and that the Town Clerk definitely did not consider that Louth Town Council had been consulted and had been informed that other Town Council’s also felt the same.  It was RESOLVED following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP, seconded by Councillor T.F. Marris that the Town Clerk should pen a strong letter to ELDC informing them that Louth Town Council did not feel that it had been consulted and as such were deeply concerned at the contents of the report.  It was further RESOLVED following a proposal by Councillor B. Burnett, seconded by Councillor A. Leonard JP that Councillors Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and T.F. Marris should speak to the Scrutiny B. Committee on the matter, and, it was also agreed that Councillor T.F. Marris should attend the next Louth Area Committee Meeting in place of Councillor F.G. Coonghe, as Councillor Coonghe was unable to attend.

499. Replica Civic Chain Medallions
Following a proposal by Councillor D.M. Skinner, seconded by Councillor C. Finch it was RESOLVED that the resolution made at the Town Council meeting of 22nd September 2009 which read: ‘…Proposed by Councillor F. Robertson, seconded by Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson – Past Mayors be authorised to purchase their own medallion, using the Town Council’s die.  Living past Mayor’s to be contacted’ should be changed to read ‘that Past Mayors be authorised to purchase their own medallion, using the Town Council’s die.  Living past Mayor’s and the families of deceased past Mayor’s since 1974 be contacted.’   The Council noted that the Town Clerk was in possession of three signed letters supporting the alteration. The Chairman requested that members who may have contact information for the deceased Mayors contact the Town Clerk.

500. LALC Consultation
The Council discuss a paper circulated by LALC regarding the increase in individual Councillors contacting LALC and asking Councils to make an amendment to Standing Orders to clarify their own stance on the matter e.g., that all correspondence to LALC should come via the Town Clerk.  Following a proposal by Councillor T.F. Marris, seconded by Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders it was RESOLVED that the item should be deferred until the new model Standing Orders was available.  

501. Report from Business Administration Apprentice
Miss Y. Shah reported that after just over a year in placement with the Council she would leave on 15th January 2010.  She thanked everyone for their kindness and help and said she had grown in confidence, had loved working at the Council and helping with the organisation of its events and gave a special thank you to the Town Clerk, the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the Council’s Secretary.  The Mayor, Councillor K.A. Sharp thanked Miss Shah on behalf of the Council for all of her help during the year and wished her well in the future. 


502. Louth Town Guide
The Town Clerk reported that there were approximately 3,000 guides left of the 10,000 originally received by Louth Town Council at the end of October.  She informed the Council that there were still areas that needed to be delivered to and said that help would be appreciated.  She confirmed that Miss Shah had delivered the majority of guides, so far.  

503. Hubbards Hills Mill House
The Town Clerk reported that she had not yet received a report from the Council’s Solicitors re. lease of property or a copy of the lease document.  With regard to the Sluice Gate the Clerk reported that it was not as complete as first thought and the timbers remaining could probably not be repaired.  Councillor J.R. Macdonald confirmed that it was apparent that the winding mechanism, top beams and other bits had already come adrift and fallen forward into the river.  He was of the opinion that the ratchet was still in position but thought it looked badly corroded and probably beyond reclamation.  He suggested that a digger should be employed to lift the whole structure clear of the river, the wall should be repaired and professionals should inspect the site with a view to replacing the Sluice Gate in the future.  Councillors were concerned to hear that information had not been forthcoming from their Solicitors in a timely fashion and Councillor D.M. Skinner proposed that the solicitors should be given 7 days to produce a copy of the lease.  This was seconded by Councillor A. Leonard and RESOLVED by vote of the Council. 

The Meeting Closed at: 8.54pm.


Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________







1 of 3

