
 01-05-10 GPF MINS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY 2010
Present
Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, D.E. Wing and Mrs. E. Wood 
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present. 

481. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman asked members whether they wished to make an Insurance Claim for the damage recently sustained to the Crib and Nativity figures.  He advised that if members wished to progress a claim the Committee would need to suspend standing orders in order that a resolution could be made or alternatively the item could be brought back to the next meeting.  Following a proposal by Councillor B. Burnett, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED that Standing Orders be suspended.  The Chairman asked the Town Clerk to provide an update on the situation.  The Town Clerk reported that the Christmas Crib had been broken into in the early hours of December 24th and damage had been sustained to all of the figurines except Mary and Baby Jesus.  She reported that the Donkey had been stolen and, therefore, its condition and whereabouts was unknown.  She also reported that a further attempt to gain entry to the Crib had been made on 27th December.  She reported that the police had released a still from CCTV footage of the incident on 23rd December and were hopeful that the offenders would be caught.  The Committee discussed the issue and felt that should the offender(s) be convicted they might be made to pay for repairs.  However, following a proposal by Councillor C. Finch, seconded by Councillor T.F. Marris it was RESOLVED that the Council’s Insurers should be advised of the incidents, in case a claim did need to be made.  Councillor F.W.P. Treanor reminded Councillors that Monks Dyke College had refurbished the figurines previously and he proposed that they should be contacted again and asked if they might consider the refurbishment and repair of the figurines on this occasion.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor T.F. Marris and RESOLVED by vote of the Committee.  Councillor A. Leonard opined that the Council should consider relocating the Crib in future, possibly near to St. James’ Church.  

The Committee returned to Standing Orders. 

482. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP, J.P. Dean, C. Green, Mrs. S.E. Locking, D.M. Skinner and B.R. Williamson.  These were approved by the Committee.


483. Declarations of Interest
The following declarations of interest were made in accordance with the Local Government Act, 2000:
a. Prejudicial

i. Councillor J.R. Macdonald – agenda item 8vi Precept Approval – Ramsgate Road Railings – as his company had quoted for work on the site.
 
484. Minutes
Notes of the last meeting held on 24th November 2009 were discussed and following a proposal by Councillor D.E. Wing, seconded by Councillor J.E. Gains were approved as the Minutes.


485. Town Clerk’s Report On Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.

486. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence had been received:
a. From: Bridge McFarland Re: Claim against Louth Town Council for a tripping injury sustained in the Cemetery Chapel December 2008.

The Town Clerk reported that preliminary detail only of the incident had been received and apparently a lady had sustained an ongoing injury at the Cemetery Chapel in December 2008.  However, the Council had not been notified of the incident at the time or thereafter until late in 2009.  She reported that, therefore, the Council had held no details of the incident as the incident had not been logged in the accident book.  She explained that she was not even certain of the area within the Chapel in which the incident was alleged to have taken place.  Following a proposal by Councillor A. Leonard, seconded by Councillor B. Burnett it was RESOLVED that the Council should deny all liability and, if necessary, should instruct its Solicitors to deal with the case henceforth.

487. Rate Relief Request
The Committee re-considered supporting a request for Rate Relief for the Mayfair Family Club and noted that the Constitution has been provided and perused by the Chairman of Louth Town Council and the Chairman of the General Purposes and Finance Committee.  Following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. E. Wood, seconded by Councillor J.R. Macdonald it was RESOLVED that the Council should support the request and the form should be signed as necessary.

488. Precept Approval
The Committee RESOLVED as follows:
a. Not to precept further for any expenditure with regard to the production of a Newsletter
b. To precept for an additional £316 (required to complete the special project – Charters Restore and Preserve, making a Grand Total of £5,316 (Quotation of £4,716 for Planorama Cabinet to house Charters and maximum £600 to remodel existing display units in Muniments Room to accommodate unit and allow adequate drawer access)).  However, it was also agreed that no money would be spent until it had been ascertained that a grant could not be obtained to cover the costs of the project.  
c. To precept for £210 to carry out repairs to the Mayoress’ Chain 
d. To precept for £300 to carry out cleaning and restoration to paintings / frames of Wallis watercolours (bridges) and relocate away from direct heat source.
e. To precept for £400 to erect gates and adjacent fencing on Land at Julian Bower.
f. To precept for an additional amount of £1,630, required to match lowest quote obtained for Ramsgate Road Railings project. 
g. To precept for £2,000 to provide for future refurbishment of the Christmas Illuminations. 
h. Not to precept for funds to repair damaged leaf (part of the Art Trail) in Westgate Fields. 
i. On the advice of Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP to continue to hold money within Earmarked Reserves re. the Shopwatch Licence.
j. Not to use any more than previously agreed General Reserve.
k. To recommend to the Town Council that a total of £192,250 be precepted for 2010/11.   Resulting in a net increase in the precept amount from 2009/10 but meaning that the amount collected per household would remain the same as there has been an increase in the no. of properties in the town and the amount precepted would be spread over a wider base.


489. Exclusion of Public and Press
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson and RESOLVED by vote of the Committee that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting during the following item because matters of a private and confidential nature were to be discussed.

490. Hubbards Hill Mill Sluice
The Committee received a report from the Town Clerk on works required to structure and it was RESOLVED that 3 quotes for the work should be obtained and the issue should be brought back to a future meeting.
The Meeting Closed at 10.48pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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