
12-02-08MINS GPF
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 2nd december 2008
Present:
Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)

Councillors:
E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch , J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing.


The Town Clerk Mrs. Linda Blankley, her secretary Mrs. Lynda Phillips, Miss Yasmin Shah, 1 member of the public and 1 member of the press were also present.
428. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D.M. Skinner.  These were approved by the Committee.

429. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make. 

430. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Precept 2009/10 – as a member of ELDC.

431. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 4th November, 2008 were discussed and subject to the manual crossing out of Councillor A. Gardner-Clarke from the list of those Councillors present were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

432. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that an issue had arisen with regard to the power supply to one of the Town’s CCTV Camera’s.  She informed the Committee that she had arranged to meet with a representative of e.on to discuss establishing an independent power supply to this camera and the possibility of undertaking such work, in the future, on others.

433. LALC Training
The Committee RESOLVED to authorise the payment of £125.00 to LALC to cover Louth Town Council’s annual subscription to their training scheme for 2009/10.


434. Correspondence
The Committee noted the list of LALC training events listed on a schedule attached to the agenda and agreed to inform the Town Clerk if they should wish to attend.


435. Preservation of K6 Telephone Boxes in Conservation Area
Following a proposal by Councillor C. Finch, seconded by Councillor J.P. Dean and voted upon by the Committee it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should look into the possible options surrounding the adoption / subsidy of K6 Telephone Boxes in the Louth Conservation Area and provide the Committee with details and costings in order that provision could be made in the Council’s budget for 2009/10, if necessary.  

Councillor J.R. Macdonald opined that BT should be told that as the boxes are in the conservation area they cannot be changed or removed but must be preserved, at BT’s cost, for prosperity (as owners of houses in the Conservation Area are told).  Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP urged the Council not to be hasty in agreeing to fund the boxes and referred members to the Lime Grove bus shelter that she explained the Council had adopted and had ended up costing a lot of money due to vandalism and which had eventually had to be removed anyway.  Councillor F. Robertson agreed with Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP.

436. Hubbards Hills
Councillor A. Leonard JP informed members that the Hubbards Hills Trust Limited Company had now been formed and an application for charitable status was about to be submitted.  He said that a response to this application was hoped for by early January.  He reported that an advert was to be placed in local papers asking for expressions of interest from local tradesmen who could offer services maintaining/working in Hubbards Hills.  He also informed members that the Hubbards Hills Working Group:
a. were about to reply to those people who had expressed an interest in joining an advisory group
b. had received a reply from ELDC re. Louth Town Council taking over the Swimming Pool on Victoria Road and would be pursuing this matter (see attached letter)
c. had received confirmation from ELDC of the works they would carry out in Hubbards Hills before hand over (see attached letter)
d. did not want to see anything change dramatically in the Hills but wanted to bring everything up to standard and keep everything in good order.
Councillor D.E. Wing pointed out that tree work at the Hallington end of Hubbards Hills had commenced.  However, he noted that the brush had been dumped over the fence and was concerned that this be cleared away quickly in order that vandals did not use it to start a fire.  He was also of the opinion that Louth Town Council should push ELDC to put the top footpath and railings right.  Councillor A. Leonard JP assured him that his latter concern had already been raised with ELDC.  Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch informed the Committee that LCC will ensure that the top footpath is put back in order and she reported that as long as LCC had been made aware (in black and white) of the need for remedial works (which she said they had) Louth Town Council were covered.

Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE asked that it be minuted that in her opinion Louth Town Council has acted with common sense since the budget setting meetings of January 2008 and have done a good job.


437. Precept 2009/10
The Committee received documents detailing the provisional precept calculator and timetable to be adhered to, issued by ELDC, and considered ELDC’s request to include in the precept, the provision of services that are currently carried out by the District Council.  The Committee also received, in advance, information to assist in budget setting – Schedule of current budgets and a description of their use and notes from the Town Clerk.  The Town Clerk informed the Committee that a FOG meeting would be held during the week commencing 8th December at which budget projects would be analysed before being put forward to the GP and F Committee on 6th January.  She urged members to:
a. ensure that any projects that they wished to be considered be submitted to her by 8th December
b. peruse the schedule of current budgets attached to their agenda and challenge any items that they felt should not be continued.

Councillor B. Burnett asked Councillor A. Leonard (Vice Chairman) to lead the following part of the meeting (discussion of ELDC’s request for the Town Council to consider providing services that are currently carried out by ELDC) as he had declared an interest in this agenda item as a member of ELDC for this purpose.  

Councillor A. Leonard JP asked the Committee if they wished to increase the Town Council’s precept in order that they could provide more services.  Councillors were of the opinion that Louth Town Council should not entertain this idea as they felt that ELDC would not be reducing their part of the precept to take account of this and so, in effect, residents of Louth would be required to pay an even higher Council Tax charge and would see no extra benefits.  The Town Clerk informed Councillors that she had made enquiries of ELDC and had been assured that they would not be forcing any services onto the Town Council and consultations regarding the services that ELDC might reduce would take place in 2009/10 at which point Louth Town Council might decide to ‘rescue’ a service and could make provision for it in its 2010/2011 budget.
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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