
   11-18-08 MINS TC
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 18th November 2008
Present
The Mayor, Councillor F.W.P. Treanor (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips, Father Lloyd, a member of the press, Ms K. Baxter of Share the Care and 2 members of the public were also present.
Several members of the public addressed the Council as follows:

· A gentleman spoke regarding his concerns over Hubbards Hills and the future of Louth’s Cattle Market.
· A gentleman expressed concerns over why Sainsbury’s had been denied access to Louth’s Library to undertake a public consultation exercise.  Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson replied that she was investigating the situation but had so far been told that businesses are not allowed to advertise in the Library.  However, Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders was of the opinion that this was untrue as she was aware that a multi-million pound company looking to build a wind farm in the district had undertake a public consultation of their own in the Library.
376. Prayers
Father P. Lloyd, the Mayor’s Chaplain opened the meeting with Prayers.

377. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP and J.P. Dean.  These were approved by the Council.


378. Declarations of Interest
The following personal interests were declared:

a. Councillor B. Burnett – Agenda Item 7) Hubbards Hills and Agenda Item 8) Strategy of future meetings with ELDC – CEO and Leader – as a member of ELDC.
b. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson – Agenda Item 7) Hubbards Hills and Agenda Item 8) Strategy of future meetings with ELDC – CEO and Leader – as a member of ELDC.


379. Council Minutes
The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 21st October 2008 were discussed and subject to the following manual amendment were signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting:

a. Show Councillor T.F. Marris as present.


380. Committee Minutes
The minutes of the following meetings were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of those meetings:

a. General Purposes and Finance Committee – 7th October 2008
b. Planning and Environment Committee – 7th October 2008 
c. Planning and Environment Committee – 21st October 2008 

381. Presentation from ‘Share the Care’ Operations Director Kirsten Baxter
Kirsten Baxter explained that Share the Care is an organisation who supports carers.  They do not receive any statutory funding and their services are free.  She said that there are three forms that caring usually takes these being 1) Personal Care, 2) Practical Care and/or 3) Emotional Support.  She reported that the health of carers usually suffer in one of three ways these being 1) Physical, 2) Mental and/or 3) Financial.  She explained that 1 in 7 people become a carer and if you are a lady there is 50% chance that you will become a carer before the age of 59.  She reported that there are 66,000 carers in Lincolnshire alone, of which nearly 2,000 are young carers and East Lindsey had 15,000 carers, according to the 2001 census.  She told the meeting that Share the Care were established in 1985 and are County wide.  Last year they carried out 517 home visits to carers which may seem a relatively small number but this can be explained when the activities involved in a home visit are taken into account and also the fact that the service offered to each carer visited is totally unique and the level of care provided is immense.  She said that there are no criteria to access the service and they provide emotional support, benefits advice, funding advice, carers groups, newsletters, web site, telephone support, help securing equipment, help securing training, help with housing and employment issues and help moving forward.  She said that last year £184,000 was raised in additional funds for carers and she reported that Share the Care work closely with GP’s surgeries, are involved in the First Contact Scheme and are looking to provide dedicated workers to certain areas.  Finally, she said that all of the work done by Share the Care fits into the LSP and other guides.

382. Hubbards Hills
Councillor A. Leonard began by thanking the public for their input at the recent Hubbards Hills Public Meeting and he thanked Councillor G. Allan for undertaking the duties of Chairman.  He then went on to propose that a Charitable Trust be formed to provide for the future maintenance of Hubbards Hills.  He explained that the first stage in the process would be to form a Limited Company and then apply to the Charities Commission for Charitable Status.  He said that the Hubbards Hills Working Group want to do all of the groundwork for the above and they envisage bringing their recommendations back to Council for ratification before an application is made to the Charities Commission.  He reported that the Town Council would act as guarantor but their liability would only be £1.  He then assured the Council that the Trustees liability would be covered by an insurance policy paid for by the trust.  His proposal was seconded by Councillor J.R. Macdonald and following a vote of the Council it was RESOLVED to proceed as detailed above.

383. Strategy of Future Meetings with ELDC – CEO and Leader
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders opined that Louth Town Council should formulate some policies and strategies so that it could speak to the District Council as one voice rather than with ten.  It was agreed that discussions should be held at a future meeting to ascertain the best way of formulating such policies and strategies.  

384. Mayor’s Visit to La Ferte Bernard
The Mayor reported that his visit to La Ferte Bernard had been very successful.  He informed the Council that he and the Mayoress had lunched with a French minister in the French Houses of Parliament, they had attended two other formal lunches, two formal dinners and had taken part in the planting of a ‘Tree of Peace’ (as provided by Louth Town Council) in a communal area of La Ferte.  He reported that he had received a commemorative medallion as a gift from the French and two bottles of German wine from the Mayor of Lauffen am Neckar.  In return he informed the Council that he had presented the Mayor of La Ferte and the President of the Twinning Association with hampers of local food and he had also presented the Mayors of La Ferte and Lauffen am Neckar with a china bowl each, in the shape of a poppy together with commemorative cards.  Finally, he reported that La Ferte seem very keen to continue twinning activities with Louth.

385. Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor brought Councillors attention to the diary of events tabled which detailed his activity since the last Robed Town Council Meeting.  He also informed the Council that he had sent a letter to former Mayor, Mr. David Kaye who had been diagnosed with a serious illness. 

The meeting closed at 8.16pm.


Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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