10-21-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

ON TUESDAY 21ST OCTOBER 2008

Present


Councillor T.F. Marris (in the chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe,  J.E. Gains, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, K. Sharpe, D.M. Skinner, Mrs. P.F. Watson, and B.R. Williamson.
The Town Clerk Mrs. Linda Blankley, 1 member of the public and 1 member of the press were also present.


352. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs M.W. Finch, Mrs E. Ballard JP, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, A. Leonard JP, F. Robertson, F.W.P. Treanor and D.E. Wing.  These were approved by the Committee.


353. Chairman’s Remarks
Members were reminded that the next ELDC Liaison meeting would be held on 6th November 2008 at 7.30pm and that items for the agenda are to be forwarded to the Town Clerk for collation as soon as possible.

354. Declarations of Interest

The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence items (c), (d), (e), (f), and (g) as a member of ELDC and Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item (11) East Lindsey Local Development Framework (LDF) Preparation of the Core Strategy as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Louth Area Committee as a member of ELDC.

355. Presentation by Mr. S. Machen the Business Manager Planning and Building Control at ELDC
The chairman reported that Mr Machen had sent his apologies but was unable to attend the meeting and that the town clerk would rearrange the presentation for as soon as is practicable. 
356. Committee Minutes
The notes of the last meeting held on 7th October 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

357. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that she had been unable to secure an extension to the Regional spatial strategy consultation and had submitted comments noted at the meeting of the Planning and Environment Committee 7th October 2008 using an on line format. She further reported that having viewed the comments that have been entered these were at District and County levels along with developers and private individuals A further regional consultation has been received and it was agreed that an item should be on the next agenda to discuss how future large scale consultations should be carried out, including supporting or otherwise responses by the District Council.



358. Applications Received by the Local Planning Authority: 
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule PA/Sched/10-21-08) and RESOLVED:

a. (1) Supported: Condition that adequate flood mitigation measures are in place.
b. (2) Supported: Condition of a limit of 3 further years to enable the business to become established
c. All remaining applications were supported.


Councillor Mrs P. Watson joined the meeting at 7.58pm

359. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence has been received:
a. From: LCC – Re: The RACoL Project Celebration Event.  Notification that all Councillors are invited to the RACoL Project Celebration taking place on 12th November 2008 from 10am to 2pm at the Epic Centre, Lincolnshire Showground.  (Invite attached).
b. From: LCC – Re: East Division General Maintenance Programme.  Notification that:
1. Works will be carried out to the footway of Chestnut Drive, Louth in November/December.  
2. It is estimated that work to extend the surface life of the footway on Horncastle Road and the surface life of the carriageway at Thames Street and Buckingham Road will be completed by mid October.
3. Works installing a mini roundabout/footway at Wood Lane, Louth and Traffic Calming improvements at Riverhead have been completed.
c. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/02316/08 Planning Permission – 1 Troutbeck, Westgate, Louth.  Notification that this application was withdrawn on 26th September 2008.
d. From: ELDC – Re: Erection of a wall exceeding 1m in height, adjacent to a highway at 12 Seymour Avenue, Louth.  Notification that ELDC has issued an Enforcement Notice in respect of the unauthorised development above which states that the owner should either remove the wall, pillars and timber panelling from the land; or reduce the height of the wall, pillars and timber panelling so that the development does not exceed 1m in height from the ground to the top.
e. From: ELDC – Re: Breach of conditions 7 and 9 on planning permission N/105/1372/06, concerning the erection of a fence and hard standing at Plot rear of 16 South Street, Spital Hill, Louth.  Notification that ELDC have served a Breach of Condition Notice on the owner of the above site stating that the owner must remove the post and wire fence from the land.  They must also remove the hard surfacing from the driveway or submit an application for ‘Approval of details reserved by a condition’ to ELDC within 28days.

f. From: ELDC – Re: Louth Area Committee, Tuesday 30th September 2008.  Committee to note the attached letter. 
g. From: The Planning Inspectorate – Re: Appeal by Nottingham Building Society against ELDC’s decision to refuse to grant listed building consent to remove existing and install new signage.   Notification that the Planning Inspectorate have allowed the appeal.
h. From: Lincolnshire Housing Advice Centre – Re: Shelter – Free Impartial Housing Advice.  (See attached).

A general discussion of highway works followed item (b) and it was agreed that there should be an item on the next available agenda to debate the recent installations of cycle-ways and pedestrian improvements, and that a representative of the County Council should be invited to attend.
A further discussion followed item (e) when Councillor Mrs Ottaway informed the Committee that she had recently attended at meeting with enforcement officers and neighbours to discuss breaches of conditions and subsequent approvals by planning officers after objections by Louth Town Council. This issue will be raised with the Business Manager, Planning and Building Control.
The Committee also discussed item (f) and the contents and acknowledged that whilst the ELDC constitution had been adhered to there had been adequate opportunities to promote this meeting as an Area Meeting such as at the preceding Louth Area Committee meeting held on the 1st September 2008 and that this meeting should have remained as a round table meeting as originally proposed.
Item (h) provoked discussions regarding the currently fallow Wallis House which has been boarded up at an estimated cost of £8,000 and it was agreed that this item should be put on a future agenda.
360. Publications Received
Committee noted that the Market Towns Review August 2008 Issue has been received and is available to view in Councillors Corner.
361. Communities in Control – Real People, Real Power – The Making and Enforcement of Byelaws 
Committee nominated Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders in conjunction with Councillor A. Leonard JP to provide a corporate response for the 4th November.
 
362. East Lindsey Local Development Framework (LDF) Preparation of the Core Strategy
This item was deferred to the next meeting of the Planning and Environment Committee due to the low numbers of councillors at the meeting.

363. Louth Area Committee
The Committee noted that the next Louth Area Committee meeting will take place on Monday 1st December 2008 in the Salvation Army Hall, Church Street, Louth at 7.30pm.  Items put forward for the agenda were (a) Street Cleanliness including the responsibility of individual shopkeepers / property owners (b) Resolving the issue of the ownership of the passageway from Mercer Row to the Fleece Public House. Members were reminded that any other items should be submitted via the Town Clerk before 14th November 2008.


364. Hubbards Hills
Councillor Mrs J. Makinson-Sanders reported back to Committee on behalf of the Hubbards Hills Management Working Group. She reported that the meeting was well attended by enthusiastic local residents of all age groups who she commended for their largely positive support and who wished to assist in moving the project forward. She also commended Councillor Grant Allan who carried out the role of Chairman and it was proposed by Councillor Marris that a letter of thanks be sent on behalf of Louth Town Council which was supported by the committee. The creation of a Charitable Trust was proposed and supported by members of the audience after the options were outlined by Councillor Leonard and it was agreed that this proposal should be on the next agenda of the Town Council. Councillor P. Watson added that a visit by the Environment Agency is pending to establish whether the correct river-care had been carried out whilst in the stewardship of ELDC - assuming the place of the riparian owner, and Councillor J. Makinson-Sanders announced that a visit by the Chalk Streams Officer would take place in November.

365. Public Flood Alleviation Meeting
The committee acknowledged receipt of the notes of the meeting and commented on the success of the meeting attended by 74 members of the public who received feedback and future plans of the agencies and authorities involved.
 Councillor J. Gains Chairman of the Personnel Committee thanked both the Town Clerk and her secretary for the work involved in the two successful meetings and ensuring that adequate sound systems were provided.

366. Christmas Events
Committee noted that a road closure has been arranged for Thursday 27th November 2008 from 5.30pm to facilitate the switching on of Louth’s Christmas Lights and the Christmas Crib Service.  It is hoped that the evening will run as follows:
a. 5.30pm – Road closures will be put in place

b. 5.50pm – Local schools will sing carols

c. 6.00pm – The Mayor will officially switch on the Christmas Lights

d. 6.05pm – The Riverhead Silver Band will play and Santa will receive letters from children

e. 6.25pm – The Mayor, Canon Stephen Holdaway and the St. James’ Church Choir will lead those assembled in the Market Place in parade to the Fish Shambles

f. 6.30pm – Canon Stephen Holdaway will lead the Christmas Crib Service

367. Planning Decisions
Committee noted that there were no District Council decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations.

The meeting closed at 8.54pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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