
10-07-08MINS GPF
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 7TH OCTOBER 2008
Present
Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, T.F. Marris, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk Mrs L.J. Blankley, her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips, one member of the press and one member of the public were also present.

331. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP , J.P. Dean and K. Sharp.  These were approved by the Committee.

332. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make.


333. Declarations of Interest 
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Hubbards Hills - as a member of Executive Board ELDC.

334. Committee Minutes
The notes of the last meeting held on 9th September 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


335. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that the Council was now in receipt of the 2nd half of the precept.

336. Representation of Louth at Remembrance Day Event – 90th Anniversary of Armistice of World War I in La Ferté-Bernard
The Committee discussed the above and RESOLVED:
a. That the Mayor and Mayoress be authorised to take their social chains to a Remembrance Day Event in La Ferté-Bernard 
b. That a one off increase in insurance costs re. a. above of £52.50 be met from the Insurance Budget Head. (Current cover is UK only).
c. That Louth Town Council purchase an additional wreath for the occasion
d. That Louth Town Council accept an offer by La Ferté-Bernard to meet all expenses
e. That a tree of peace in remembrance be purchased for the host
f. That gifts for the Mayor of La Ferté-Bernard and the Mayor of Lauffen am Neckar be purchased
g. That the cost of e. and f. above be met from the Civic Expenses Budget Head
h. That the Mayor should not receive reimbursement for any other out of pocket expenses incurred
337. Louth Naturalists’, Antiquarian and Literary Society
The Committee received a letter from the above and RESOLVED to allow the LNALS to photograph the following as long as the items be photographed under the supervision of the Town Clerk and the originals not be removed from the premises:
a. Section of Louth Panorama showing the carpet factory and bales of wool arriving in Louth; and

b. The two views of the former factory painted by T.W. Wallis


338. Spire View Footpath Lighting
Following a proposal by Councillor B.R. Williamson, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway and voted upon by the Council it was RESOLVED that the Town Council authorise the use of £1,500 allocated in its reserves for Streetlighting on a scheme to provide 3 streetlights on the footpath linking Spire View Road with Watts Lane.  These to be adopted and maintained by ELDC after installation and the balance of payment to be met by contributions from the allowances of District Councillors Hough and Horton and a contribution from New Linx Housing Trust.


339. Variation of Order of Business 

Councillor B. Burnett proposed that the order of business be varied and item 10 of the Agenda (Refurbishment of Council Office) be discussed next, because he was aware that Councillor Leonard, Chairman of the Hubbards Hills Working Group wished to take item 9 (Hubbards Hills) in closed session.  

This was seconded by Councillor A. Leonard and it was RESOLVED by vote of the Council so to vary the order of business.

340. Refurbishment of Council Office
The Committee RESOLVED to endorse a recommendation from the Financial Overview Working Group that the Town Clerk be authorised to purchase new furnishings and equipment for the Council Office to a maximum cost of £1,200 plus VAT.  This cost to be met from the Town Hall Outgoings Budget Head which had received a non recurrent reimbursement of costs charged by ELDC and was projected to be under spent by £1,500 in 2008/09.  

341. Exclusion of Public and Press
It was proposed by Councillor F. Robertson, seconded by Councillor T.F. Marris and RESOLVED by vote of the Committee that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting during the following item because matters relating to finances and a third party and, therefore, of a private and confidential nature were to be discussed.

342. Hubbards Hills
The Committee debated various issues concerning Hubbards Hills and it was RESOLVED:
a. that an Earmarked Reserve fund be created called Hubbards Hills; and
b. That the £29,700 currently earmarked for the Leisure Centre be vired into the new earmarked reserve, Hubbards Hills.
The meeting closed at 10.14pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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