
09-23-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 23rd September 2008
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips, five members of the public, one member of the press and Mr. K. Vigus the Recycling Officer at LCC were also present.

· A gentleman addressed those present, prior to the commencement of the meeting, regarding his consternation at and objections to a letter he had received regarding Hubbards Hills.
· A lady replied saying that the letter in question had been composed with the help of a member of ELDC.  
287. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.W.P. Treanor.  These were approved by the Committee.

288. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had nothing to report.

289. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence, a. From ELDC re. Tree Preservation Order – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 18) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
b. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence, a. From ELDC re. Tree Preservation Order – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 18) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
c. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 4) Presentation by the Household Recycling Team of LCC – as a member of LCC

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence, c, d, e and f – as a member of LCC

iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Shaping Health for Louth County Hospital – as a member of the Health Scrutiny Committee of LCC

iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence, a. From ELDC re. Tree Preservation Order – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 18) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
d. Councillor D.M. Skinner 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – 8 N/105/02573/08 – Mr. J. Luck – 91 Eastgate – as an acquaintance of the applicant.
e. Councillor A. Lione
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – 8 N/105/02573/08 – Mr. J. Luck – 91 Eastgate – as an acquaintance of the applicant.
f. Councillor T.F. Marris
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – 8 N/105/02573/08 – Mr. J. Luck – 91 Eastgate – as the applicant is an acquaintance and adjacent shopkeeper.
g. Councillor J.R. Macdonald
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – 4 N/105/03433/08 – Spire Window Systems Ltd – Tattershall Way – as a customer and a supplier of the applicant
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications - 8 N/105/02573/08 – Mr. J. Luck – 91 Eastgate – as an acquaintance of the applicant.
h. Councillor D.E. Wing
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Land at Julian Bower – as a member of the Allotment Association.
i. Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – 2 N/105/02235/08 – Mr. P.M. Maddison – 75 Aswell Street – as an acquaintance of the applicant.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – 8 N/105/02573/08 – Mr. J. Luck – 91 Eastgate – as an acquaintance of the applicant.
j. Councillor A. Leonard
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – 8 N/105/02573/08 – Mr. J. Luck – 91 Eastgate – as a customer of the applicant.
290. Presentation by Mr. K. Vigus the Recycling Officer at LCC
Mr. Vigus reported that the Household Waste Recycling Centre located on Fairfield Industrial Estate has been open a year on 1st October 2008.  It takes household waste only and can take any material that can be placed in the domestic grey bins plus plastic bags, hard plastics, clothing, books, drinks cartons, glass, used cooking oil, light bulbs, printer ink cartridges, electrical equipment, white goods, poor wood e.g., MDF and Laminate, good wood, soil, rubble and garden waste.  He explained that glass is sent to a plant in Barnsley for recycling, paper is bought by Boston Borough Council and sold on to a recycling plant in Kent.  Cardboard is sent to a plant in Selby and plastics are granulated and re-formulated.  He said that the Louth Industrial Estate site costs £300,000 a year to run and only a couple of thousand pounds a year profit is made from it.  He reported that approximately 70% of all material deposited at the site is recycled with the other 30% currently going to landfill.  He did state, however, that there is a possibility of incineration of this waste at a site in Lincoln, in the future.

Councillor C. Finch informed Mr. Vigus that the Council had been approached by a gentleman from Tetney recently who had collected cardboard from his neighbours and had taken it to the Household Waste Recycling Centre for them.  However, the staff at the centre had refused to allow him to deposit the waste as they believed it was commercial waste.  Other Councillors voiced similar stories regarding soil and car batteries.  Mr. Vigus opined that the staff at the centre do try to use common sense to differentiate between people doing good deeds and people operating commercially.  However, they operate under strict legal guidelines.  He said that there is a declaration system whereby members of the public can sign a statement declaring that they are not depositing commercial waste and subsequently this will be checked into by LCC Officers.  Councillor C. Finch wondered if a system of permits for those doing good deeds could be introduced.  Mr. Vigus reported that a similar scheme was being looked into for Charities and he agreed to ensure that consideration be given to this suggestion and said he would report back to the Council with any developments.

291. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 9th September 2008 were discussed and subject to the following amendment were signed by the Chairman as a correct record:
a. Minute 266 b – reference to Councillor C. Finch being a member of the ELDC Executive Board be removed.

292. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that the Public Flood Meeting would take place on 9th October from 7.30pm in the Ballroom, Town Hall, Louth.  Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders asked members to email her with their ideas / thoughts on car parking in Louth as she is attending the AMT Conference shortly and car parking will be discussed there. 

293. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/09/23/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (3) N/105/02380/08 - Consent to Display - Heron Frozen Foods - 2 no. fascia signs at existing premises - 53 Eastgate.  Object: Use of non-traditional materials in a conservation area.  A good example of compliance is on adjacent retailer.
b. (5) N/105/02530/08 - Planning Permission – Mr. P. Smith - Erection of 1 no. block of 3 no. houses with provision of parking and construction of vehicular access - 74 Monks Dyke Road.  Object: Traffic hazard issues - On corner, opposite existing junction, volume of traffic from development, on Safer Route to School. Councillors felt that despite LCC support their local knowledge was superior in this case.
c. (6) N/105/02537/08 - Planning Permission - Mr P. Smith - Erection of 1 no. block of 3 no. houses with provision of parking and construction of vehicular access.
74 Monks Dyke Road.  Object: Traffic hazard issues - On corner, opposite existing junction, volume of traffic from development, on Safer Route to School.  Councillors felt that despite LCC support their local knowledge was superior in this case.
d. All remaining applications were supported.

294. Correspondence
Councillors noted that the following items of correspondence had been received: 
a. From: ELDC – Re: Tree Preservation Order: Louth 1992 No. 1, Horse Chestnut and Beech Trees within Group G1 at 117 Keddington Road, Louth – Letter Attached.
b. From: Lincs Building Consultancy – Re: Street Naming at Land at Former Wellington Hotel, Ramsgate Road – Notification that the area lined on the map attached has been named Taverners Court.
c. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – At: Riverhead Road (approx. 60 metres between Thames Street and Eastfield Road) – Reason: Laying of new low voltage electricity main – Period: 13th October for 10 working days between 8am and 4pm each day – Alternative Route: Riverhead Road, Commercial Road, Eastgate and Vice Versa.
d. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – At: Wood Lane (works are from Sycamore Drive junction to a point approx. 120 metres south) – Reason: Resurfacing works (part of Wood Lane Leisure Centre Section 278 works) – Period: 6th October for 1 week (closures will be implemented as and when required on site during this period) – Alternative Route: Northbound: Stewton Lane, Newmarket, Upgate, Mercer Row, Eastgate and St. Bernards Avenue.  Southbound: St. Bernards Avenue, Eastgate, Church Street, Newmarket and Stewton Lane.
e. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – At: Kidgate – Reason: Installation of gas and electricity supply to new development – Period: 24th October 2008 for 1 week – Alternative Route: Church Street, Newmarket and Cinder Lane (One way order on Kidgate (Church Street to Cinder Lane) suspended for duration of works.
f. From: LCC – Re: Modupost System – (Details attached).  Notification that LCC intend to use the Modupost system on the zebra crossing at the Cornmarket / Market Place junction.
g. From: Louth Interskill – Re: Hubbards Hills – Louth Interskill have read with concern the situation regarding the upkeep of Hubbards Hills in Louth and would like to offer its services in whatever way would be beneficial to help maintain this valuable asset.  They offer their help on a regular or occasional basis.  However, they would need to make a minimal agreed charge to cover their operating costs.
h. From: Link Day Care Centre – Re: Closure – Notification that the Link Day Care Centre will be closing on 26th September, largely due to a lack of volunteer helpers.  The LDCC thanks the Council most sincerely for all its help and support over the past 34 years.
i. From: Louth and District Concert Society – Re: Grant – LDCS thank the Council for the grant recently awarded to them and have given the Council 2 honorary membership cards for 2008/09 for use by Councillors who might wish to attend any or all of their concerts.

It was agreed that a letter should be written to Lincs Building Consultancy re. b) above opining that their choice of name was inappropriate and did not reflect the historical character of the Duke of Wellington.  Councillors felt that a more appropriate choice would have been Wellington Court.

It was also agreed that a letter of thanks re. g) above should be sent to Interskill.


Finally, it was agreed that the 2 honorary membership cards supplied by the Louth and District Concert Society, see i) above, should be kept by the Town Clerk in the Council office and should be issued to Councillors on a first come first served basis.

295. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publications had been received and were available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. Lincolnshire Wolds – Wolds News – 19th Edition – Your guide to what’s happening in the Lincolnshire Wolds – October 2008 to March 2009.

a. NALC – Local Council Review – The Official Journal of the NALC – Volume 60, No. 3, September 2008-09-17

296. Shaping Health for Louth County Hospital
The Town Clerk reported on the Post Consultation for Stakeholders’ session held on Wednesday 17th September 2008 as follows:

The outcome of the Shaping Health at Louth County Hospital public consultation was received at NHS Lincolnshire's Trust Board meeting today, Monday 22nd September.   John McIvor, Chief Executive of NHS Lincolnshire said: “We would like to thank everyone who has taken the time and effort to contribute to the Louth Consultation. NHS Lincolnshire received invaluable feedback from the responses and we are very pleased that the outcome showed strong support for the proposed changes at Louth County Hospital." 

In total 459 responses were received with 86% supporting ‘Option D’.

The Board approved recommendations for developing an integrated primary care led hospital in Louth, comprising three distinct service changes:


a. Changes to the A&E service
The new A & E service will be led by GPs and nurses and integrated with the Primary Care Access Centre and out-of-hours care. The new services will deliver high quality care to the majority of patients visiting A&E, with very seriously ill patients continuing to be taken to specialist hospitals as required. Supported by 89% of respondents

b. Creation of a Primary Care Access Centre
Based at Louth County Hospital, the new Primary Care Access Centre will be available to anyone 24 hours a day, seven days a week. This service will give patients the opportunity to see a GP or nurse at any time, for routine or emergency treatment. Supported by 90% of respondents

c. Changes to the Medical Wards
An integrated inpatient service will be introduced for patients who suddenly become unwell or require longer term rehabilitation. Nurses will continue to deliver high quality care with medical input from both GPs and specialist consultants. Supported by 88% of respondents

In total, 5,800 copies of the consultation document were distributed to stakeholders, patients and staff across the county. 329 people attended the seven consultation events which were held across Lincolnshire over 13 weeks. Total 459 responses

The University of Lincoln Centre for Health Improvement and Leadership in Lincolnshire (CHILL) independently collated and analysed all the responses received. 

The proposals were developed by local GPs through the East Lindsey Practice Based Commissioning Group and mean that local GPs and nurses will have a greater degree of control within the hospital. It is expected that the full service changes will be implemented over the next two to three years.

"The Trust is committed to involving the people of Lincolnshire in planned changes and improvements to healthcare services in the county", ended John McIvor

Additional Information from Post Consultation Stakeholder Event:

459 Responses

NHS Lincolnshire recognise importance of retaining a Hospital in Louth, keeping local services is part of the strategic vision but it must be recognised that there need to be specialist centres with adequate support services e.g. for strokes. The Trust will be looking to gear up services to fit patients needs and aim to get patients to the right place first time and speed up repatriations to Louth wherever possible.

A 4 phase transitional model will be used to change the services from being Consultant led to GP led with changes to A & E from 1st January 2009 and to wards from 1st August 2009, Primary Care access will follow at a later date. 

297. Hubbards Hills
Councillor A. Leonard reported that the Hubbards Hills Working Group (HHWG) is in regular contact and met recently with a very productive meeting onsite in the Hills for 3 hours examining all areas and also offsite.  He said that they have outlined a business plan and strategic formats for the future of the Hills as well as the layout of the agenda for a public meeting.

He commented on behalf of the HHWG regarding the recent publication of a Q and A session conducted with ELDC in a local paper.  He was surprised that the session contained so much inaccuracy and fabrication.  He stressed that the town council have never ‘not been in negotiation with ELDC’ except during its consultation with the QC when it would have been inappropriate for that period only. He said that the HHWG had met with ELDC since then and had talked to them on other matters during this period.  He reported that on the 25th February 2008 the HHWG had sent a letter to ELDC enquiring of various financial proposals they had.  However, he informed the Committee that the HHWG are still waiting for a written reply.  He reported that ELDC will not act as a guarantor in the case of a natural disaster such as that caused by freak weather and he informed the Committee that even though they are the current contractor for the Hills they have told us (in August) that they relinquished responsibility on 1st April this year.  He opined that as the contractor you would have expected a formal notification as well as their proposed handover programme as they are the service provider in this case.  He confirmed to the Committee that written correspondence from ELDC, in the transitional period, has been non existent and he said that since the budget setting meeting in January 2008 LTC had received only one letter from ELDC which confirmed their intention to give up the Hills.  However, he asked the Committee to bear in mind that this letter arrived by email 28 days after the budget setting meeting at which LTC had unofficially learnt its fate (two days after the final submission date for the precepts).  He opined that had it not been indiscreetly exposed at LTC’s budget meeting then LTC’s first year’s allocation of £10,000 would not have been lodged nor would further payment requests.   He said that in the Q and A session ELDC had mentioned giving LTC £10,000 in April!  He confirmed that ELDC had not ‘given’ LTC this money.  He reiterated that LTC had precepted for £10,000, this money having been collected by ELDC from the people of Louth on behalf of Louth Town Council.  

He opined that it is about time that the Leader of ELDC, Councillor Mrs. D. Stephenson and the Chief Executive, Mr. N. Howells come out of the shadows to explain to the ratepayers, or rather their employers, the excuses they have for allowing such gross miss management over the transfer of Hubbards Hills.  He further opined that it was about time District Councillors got a grip of the situation at Tedder Hall.

Finally, he referred to comments made by a resident of Louth, in a local paper, about how they would happily contribute 1p on their rates.  He reported that, unfortunately, the total basic increase would be more in the region of £7 to £12 annually per household in Louth.  He explained this by saying that the whole district with around 55,000 households had previously shared the bill and now just Louth with around 7,000 households would foot the bill, even though people from all over the district would continue to visit the Hills and enjoy the surroundings.

Following proposals by Councillor A. Leonard, seconded by Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and voted upon by the Council it was RESOLVED:

a. That the public meeting should be held on Monday 20th October 2008 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Louth
b. That the Chairperson of the meeting should be Councillor G. Allan JP
c. That Councillor Mrs. L. Koumi should be invited to report to the Town Council on the outcome of the Special Louth Area Committee Meeting she had called for 30th September.  It was agreed that should Louth Town Council representatives on the Louth Area Committee attend the Special Louth Area Committee Meeting on 30th September 2008 they should not speak on the subject of Hubbards Hills on behalf of Louth Town Council
d. That Councillor Leonard and the Town Clerk be authorised to appoint a specialist consultant for charitable trusts, with a view to this person attending the Public Meeting, in an advisory capacity.  Any fee for this service being met from the balance of Hubbards Hills Maintenance Budget Head.
e. That Louth Town Council withdraw their members from the Hubbards Hills and Westgate Fields Joint Advisory Committee
f. That an Advisory Group consisting of a maximum membership of 12, made up of interested parties from community groups and members of the public, chaired by Councillor Leonard be formed
g. That the above idea be promoted (especially at the Public Meeting) to invite written expressions of interest
h. That authority be delegated to the HHWG to make the necessary appointments at the appropriate time
i. That a letter of thanks be sent to Sir Peter Tapsell for his interest and support and to offer an invitation to attend the Public Meeting

298. Victoria Road Swimming Pool
Following a proposal by Councillor A. Leonard, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch and voted upon by the Committee it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to ELDC expressing an interest in the transfer of the Victoria Road Swimming Pool, when it becomes redundant, to any future Charitable Trust that may be created regarding Hubbards Hills.  NB. Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway voted against the above and Councillor B. Burnett and C. Finch abstained.

299. Land at Julian Bower
Councillors noted that the current tenancy agreement for the above land expires on 31st October 2008.  It was RESOLVED that:
a. The tenancy should not be renewed
b. Louth Town Council should buy the agricultural entitlement back; and
c. That further options for the future of the land should be discussed at a later date


300. Lincolnshire Assembly – Big County BIG Skies BIG Future – Help us shape tomorrow’s Lincolnshire today 
Committee members received a questionnaire for completion and return as individuals.  They also noted that the Council will be required to make a corporate response at a future meeting.

301. Conservation Area Appraisal
It was RESOLVED that this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Planning and Environment Committee on 7th October 2008.

302. Parking Enforcement in Louth
It was RESOLVED that:
a. A letter should be sent to LCC informing them of the traffic problems currently being experienced on Bridge Street close to McCleod’s caused by street lining. 
b. A letter should be sent to the Police enquiring as to who is responsible for parking enforcement within the town.
Councillor D.M. Skinner left the meeting at 10pm.


303. Lincolnshire Playing Fields Association AGM
The Committee noted that the above was to take place on Thursday 23rd October 2008 at Cranwell Village Hall, Old School Lane, Cranwell at 7pm and that the agenda would include the election of officers and nominations to fill the vacant elected places on the Executive Committee.  They considered nominating a representative to attend and noted that Should they wish to nominate someone to serve on the Executive Committee who is not already a member, background information about the nominee must be received by Friday 17th October 2008 and the nominee must agree to the nomination.  It was RESOLVED that no representative should attend the AGM and no nominee should be put forward.

304. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:
a. ELDC have refused Consent to Display Advertisement for N/105/02167/08 – 1 no. internally illuminated pylon sign at existing car dealership premises – NT Shaw of Louth, North Holme Road, Louth.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting of 5th August 2008.
b. ELDC have refused Planning Permission for N/105/01705/07 – change of use, conversion, extension and alterations to existing building to form 6 no. self-contained flats, erection of boundary and garden walling, erection of 2 no. storage buildings and the provision of hardstanding, parking spaces and alterations to access, in accordance with the originally submitted plans and information except as amended by details received by the Local Planning Authority on 3rd July, 4th July and 8th July 2008 – Unit 4A Thames Street, Louth, LN11 7AD.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting of 22nd July 2008.

c. ELDC have approved reserved matters for N/105/01642/07 – erection of 13 no. pairs of semi-detached houses, 1 no. block of 3 no. houses, 1 no. block 2 no. houses and 2 no. flats and erection of a detached single garage (total of 33 no. dwellings), provision of public open space, provision of parking, erection of fencing, walls and railings, construction of an access road and alterations to an existing vehicular access (outline planning permission re. N/105/2601/05 for the erection of dwellings, granted 14th June 2006), in accordance with the originally submitted plans and information except as amended by details received by the Local Planning Authority on 15th and 16th January 2008 and 11th July 2008 – Land at County Hospital, Sandringham Drive, Louth.  Louth Town Council unanimously objected on the grounds of no significant improvement from the original application - Over intensification/  inadequate surface water management with existing drainage issues in locality - the addition of the French drain will give no additional benefits / additional traffic on the local access roads / significant loss of amenity to existing residents (25th March 2008).

The meeting closed at 10.02pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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