
09-09-08MINS GPF
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 9TH SEPTEMBER 2008
Present
Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, K. Sharpe, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing.

The Town Clerk Mrs L.J. Blankley 4 Members of the Public and 2 Members of the Press were also present.

278. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors F. Robertson, J.R. Macdonald, and T.F. Marris.  These were approved by the Committee.

279. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make.


280. Declarations of Interest 
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Hubbards Hills as a member of Executive Board ELDC who stated that he would hand over the meeting to the Vice Chairman for this item.

281. Committee Minutes
The notes of the last meeting held on 5th August 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


282. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had no matters outstanding on which to report.

283. Finance
Committee approved on the recommendation of FOG:
a. Schedules of first quarter Expenditure and Income 2008/09
b. Schedules showing Cashbook Payments and Receipts for Months 1, 2 and 3
c. Schedule of funds to be carried forward from 2008/09.

284. Maintenance of Banks at Ramsgate
The Committee was made aware of the concerns of FOG relating to the access and maintenance of this piece of land. It was agreed that this matter should be placed on a future agenda after Councillor Finch had established estimated costs for maintenance and that claiming of ownership of this land be referred to FOG for recommendations to progress this. Councillor Makinson-Sanders suggested that the Countryside Service be contacted re the Gods Meadow project.

285. Art Restoration Working Group
The Committee received feedback from the Chairman of the Art Restoration Working Group on progress so far regarding the special projects funded for 2008/09, which would be subject to proposals on the next GP & F Agenda. These included proposals for the storage of and public access to the Town Charters, maintenance / refurbishment of the Mayors Chain, and the Mayors robes and approved occasions for use.

The Chairman handed over to Councillor Leonard for the next item.

286. Hubbards Hills
Councillor Leonard informed the Committee that there was a balance of £7,791 in this years budget for Hubbards Hills Maintenance, possible future use of this balance could include a maximum of £2,500 to set up a charitable trust and meeting any management fees levied by ELDC. It was RESOLVED that as basic maintenance costs were currently being met by ELDC this budget would be retained for use by Louth Town Council. Other matters regarding Hubbards Hills were discussed including the use of the Ear Marked Reserve fund of £29,700 labelled Leisure Centre, and looking closely at next years budgets required for all items. Councillor Ottaway opined that partnership working was required and that recent misleading press coverage had not been helpful. Councillor Leonard confirmed that closure of the Hills would be dependant on health and safety issues identified in the future. Councillors Mrs Finch and Treanor expressed concern that the timing of the meeting should be sooner, Councillor Leonard explained that inspections / familiarisation of the issues at Hubbards Hills had to be covered before the meeting could be held and that no one date would suit everyone involved. A discussion took place regarding a possible chairman which will be subject to a future agenda. 
The meeting closed at 9.55pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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