
08-26-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 26th august 2008
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley was also present.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, members of the public addressed the meeting as follows:
· A local elector spoke about what he considered was a lack of prioritising by East Lindsey District Council of their funds, with monies being spent on Public Conveniences in a local village rather than funding for example - Hubbards Hills maintenance. He also made councillors aware of the rules regarding the return of footballs kicked over the fence surrounding the Wood Lane Leisure Project.
· A councillor speaking as a member of the public enquired whether the Town Council would consider holding a public meeting to establish the opinions of the local electorate of possible retail development schemes. It was proposed that this be an agenda item at the next Town Council Meeting.
· A local elector requested that where possible council members stand whilst speaking to ensure that their comments could be heard clearly by members of the public present.
217. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Gardner-Clarke, K. Sharp and F.G. Coonghe.  These were approved by the Committee.

218. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make. 

219. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – 6) N/105/02284/08 – ELDC – Wood Lane Playing Field – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence a), b), c), d), e), f) all from ELDC – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Publications Received d) ELDC Diversionary Activities (Draft) Report – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Audit Commission Corporate Assessment: Survey of Council Stakeholder – as a member of ELDC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Proposed Work to Trees – as a member of ELDC.
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Appeals to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions - as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
ix. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 20) Planning Problems – as a member of ELDC.
x. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 23) QuBE Planning – Conservation Area – as a member of ELDC.
xi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 24) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
b. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence a), b), c), d), e), f) all from ELDC – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Publications Received d) ELDC Diversionary Activities (Draft) Report – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Audit Commission Corporate Assessment: Survey of Council Stakeholder – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Proposed Work to Trees – as a member of ELDC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Appeals to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions - as a member of ELDC.
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 20) Planning Problems – as a member of ELDC.
ix. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 23) QuBE Planning – Conservation Area – as a member of ELDC.
x. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 24) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
c. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence a), b), c), d), e), f) all from ELDC – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Publications Received d) ELDC Diversionary Activities (Draft) Report – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Audit Commission Corporate Assessment: Survey of Council Stakeholder – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Proposed Work to Trees – as a member of ELDC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Appeals to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions - as a member of ELDC.
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 20) Planning Problems – as a member of ELDC.
ix. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 23) QuBE Planning – Conservation Area – as a member of ELDC.
x. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 24) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
d. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 17) Springside and Gatherums Signs as a Trustee of the Springside and Gatherums Group

220. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 5th August 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Councillor F.G. Coonghe arrived at 7.52pm.
221. Presentation by Mr. D. Fairburn
Mr Fairburn as President of Louth Town Football Club gave a presentation on a new potential site for the club on land off of Virginia Drive in the town, which would consist of competitive and training pitches, a club building and spectator areas. Planning advice was currently being sought after which a business plan would be prepared that could be used as a basis for funding bids for the project. Mr Fairburn was asked to return to the council to keep them informed of the progress of the project, which was supported in principle by the members, this support being available in writing to aid the Outline Planning Process.
222. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk stated that initial contact had been made with LCC Household Waste Recycling Department with a view to attending a future meeting of the Committee. Further contact was awaited to agree a proposed date for a presentation and clarification of ‘rules’ regarding householders waste disposal.

A response from LCC Highways confirmed that the cyclical gulley emptying programme was not yet fully complete for Louth and councillors were reminded that they should report all issue to the Town Clerk to ensure that a suitable report could be given to the maintenance response team for action.

223. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/08/26/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (1) 01658/08 – Planning Permission – 35-39 Mercer Row (Spencers) – Installation of a 0.74m diameter satellite dish on the front elevation of existing retail premises which is a listed building – 35-39 Mercer Row - Object: On the grounds of being against conservation area policy. Councillors were informed that ELDC had recently refused 01659/08 listed building consent for the same scheme.
b. All remaining applications were supported.

224. Correspondence
Councillors noted that the following items of correspondence had been received: 
a. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/01642/07 – Land at County Hospital, Sandringham Drive – Notification that this planning application will be considered by the ELDC Planning Committee on 21st August 2008. Councillors were informed that ELDC Planning Committee had approved this application attaching 14 conditions to be complied with including those of main concern to Town Councillors of the treatment of surface water – the developers were including an attenuation scheme, greater number of gullies than standard, larger capacity drainage pipes and boreholes to alleviate local residents fears of local flooding.
b. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/03164/07 - Brackenfreya Woods – Notification that this planning application will be considered by the ELDC Planning Committee on 18th September 2008.
c. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/01968/08 – 20 Horncastle Road – Notification that this application was withdrawn on 15th August, following Louth Town Council’s comments.
d. From: ELDC – Re: Removal of 72 Public Telephone Boxes – Notification that ELDC has submitted its final notification to British Telecommunications plc strongly objecting to the removal of 72 public call boxes in the district.  Supporting documents are available to view in the office.
e. From: ELDC – Re: Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), Unit B, North Holme Road, Change of use from a car sales to a retail factory – Notification that ELDC are investigating a possible breach of planning control at the above.
f. From: ELDC – Re: Tree at Small Wells, Bridge Street which is within the Conservation Area – Notification that a dead Silver Birch in the front garden of the above property is to be removed.
g. From: Community Lincs – Re: Annual General Meeting – Invitation to all Councillors to the AGM of Community Lincs, commencing at 6.45pm on 25th September at Osbournby Village Hall.  Please inform the Town Clerk if you will be attending.
h. From: East Lindsey Citizens Advice Bureau – Re: Annual General Meeting – Invitation to all Councillors to the AGM of ELCAB at Alford Manor House on 11th September at 7pm.  Please inform the Town Clerk if you will be attending.
i. From: A member of the public – Re: Rubbish/Dog Bin at Espin Walk – Thank you letter to Council for helping to ensure the provision of a rubbish/dog bin at Espin Walk.

225. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publications had been received and were available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. East Midlands Fire and Rescue Control Centre, letter and booklet

b. Louth Town Neighbourhood Policing Team Area Update (August 2008)

c. Louth and District Seniors’ Forum, Open Voice booklet
d. ELDC Diversionary Activities (Draft) Report. Councillor Makinson Sanders requested that this report be circulated to councillors.

226. Hubbards Hills
Councillor A. Leonard JP Chairman of the Hubbards Hills Management Working Group (HHMWG) read out a statement, supported by the Committee confirming that following a meeting with ELDC representatives there would be no further financial support from ELDC other than that contained in budgets for the financial years 2008/09 and 2009/10. It was also revealed that ELDC had stated that a  fee would be charged to Louth Town Council for the provision of management services from 1st April 2008 covering any operational, shadowing or handover issues. ELDC had also confirmed that Westgate Fields would remain in their possession and continue to be maintained by the District Council.
Councillor Leonard also confirmed that the HHMWG would be carrying out a site visit to Hubbards Hills to assess the current condition, funded capital work yet to be completed satisfactorily, and unfunded work with ELDC Officers and Members at a date yet to be agreed. A tree management plan would be circulated to members to assist in this process.  Councillor Leonard stated that it would be put to the next available Town Council Meeting that a public meeting should be held regarding Hubbards Hills and ‘The Way Forward’ in early October if possible.

227. Rate Relief Application
The Committee RESOLVED to authorise the Town Clerk to sign a rate relief application supporting the Spout Yard Park Management Trust Limited.
228. Dog Control Orders
The Committee received a document regarding Dog Control Orders and Louth Town Council becoming a secondary authority specifying areas of the town with orders which can be more restrictive than those in force by the primary authority (ELDC). After much debate and clarification of the consultation and publication of the proposals that would be required it was RESOLVED to defer this item to a future date when the responsibility of Hubbards Hills was clearer.
229. East Midlands Regional Plan (Regional Spatial Strategy) – Secretary of State’s Proposed Changes Published for Consultation
The Committee received a letter regarding the above and noted that Councillors must view the Proposed Changes at www.gos.gov.uk/goem before 7th October 2008 this being the last meeting of the Council before the deadline for responses of 17th October 2008.  The Committee RESOLVED: 
a. To make a corporate response to the consultation on 7th October  2008 and 
b. Councillors Leonard, Gains, Mrs Finch and Mrs Makinson-Sanders to compile the response by 1st October and bring this back to Council for ratification on 7th October 2008.

230. Audit Commission Corporate Assessment: Survey of Council Stakeholder for East Lindsey District Council
It was RESOLVED that the responses to the Survey were:
Section 1
Scores range from 1 Strongly Agree to 5 Strongly Disagree.
	Question
	Score

	1) 
The council has a good understanding of all its local communities, the locality, and 
the challenges facing it.

	5

	2) 
The council has clear priorities for action which focus on things that matter to local 
communities.
	5

	3) 
The council listens to local communities and stakeholders when setting priorities 
and planning services.
	5

	4) 
The council priorities and plans balance the needs of all sections of the community.
	5

	5) 
The council makes clear and timely decisions about its plans and priorities.
	5

	6) 
The council takes effective action to deliver its priorities.
	3

	7) 
The council involves service users, residents and partners in monitoring services.
	3

	8) 
The council reports transparently about levels of performance.
	5

	9) 
The council makes effective use of partners in the private, public and community 
and voluntary sector to deliver its priorities and outcomes for the community.
	5

	10) 
There are clear roles and responsibilities between the council and its partners for 
delivering outcomes.
	5

	11) 
The council and its services are accessible to its service users and all sections of the 
community.
	5

	12) 
The council keeps its service users, local communities, and partners in touch with 
what it is doing.
	5

	13) 
The council works effectively to promote the quality of the local economy and 
environment.
	3

	14) 
The council works effectively to address the area’s housing requirements.
	3

	15) 
The council works effectively to make the community safer.
	5

	16) 
The council works effectively to improve and support the health of the community.
	5

	17) 
The council works effectively to support the independence and well being of older 
people.

	3

	18) 
The council works effectively to improve the safety and well being of children and 
young people.
	3

	A general comment to this section was that an improvement in communications was required.



Section 2
3 areas where the council works well:
Recycling and rubbish collection, Sports development, Housing Partnerships.
3 areas where the council could improve:
Communications, Honesty and Integrity, Isolated Leadership (Partnership).

231. Proposed Work to Trees
The Committee considered the following and had no comments to make:
a. At: 32 St. Mary’s Lane which is within the Conservation Area – Work: Fell 1 Elm Tree – Reason: The Elm is too close to the dwelling.
b. At: 23 Westgate which is within the Conservation Area – Work: Reduce height of 1 Beech tree by 10-15ft – Reason: To prevent the Beech from becoming oversized, obstructing the driveway and becoming a danger to the dwelling.
c. At: 17A George Street which is within the Conservation Area – Work: Fell 1 Leylandii Tree – Reason: To reduce the effect of shade on the neighbours.


232. Appeals to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions
The Committee noted that Mr. S. Grant had appealed to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions with regard to his application for planning permission for the erection of a building to provide 4 no. units of residential accommodation, with the provision of a detached storage shed, cycle store and bin stores on the site of an existing bungalow which is to be removed, relating to 6 St. Mary’s Lane.  Any comments made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, should the Council wish to withdraw its comments, or make any additional comments in any way, 3 copies should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.

It was RESOLVED that the comments made by Louth Town Council at the original application stage should stand.

233. Springside and Gatherums Signs
Councillor Skinner addressed the committee regarding the signs located in New Street which he felt were positioned inaccurately and contained misleading detail. He opined that they were an embarrassment to the town and furthermore was a misuse of the funding awarded to the project. It was requested that the Town Clerk should look into the legitimacy of a proposal from the Town Council for the removal of all of the signs originating from this project and report back to a future meeting.

234. Light in Gospelgate
Following clarification of the requirement for a street light by Councillor Mrs Makinson-Sanders it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to LCC requesting that they fund the provision of an extra street light at the eastern end of Gospelgate.


235. Anti Social Behaviour in Gospelgate
Following the provision of data from the local police team that there have been 7 reported crimes in the last 2 years with 3 being in 2008. The subject of Anti Social Behaviour in Louth and other Market towns was discussed and it was RESOLVED that the local Police Inspector should be invited to a future meeting to discuss the issues and control measures available.


236. Planning Problems
The recent issue of the consultation process for parishes being in advance of that for neighbours was discussed and it was RESOLVED that the Business Manager Planning and Building Control from ELDC should be invited to justify the process and take questions from the Committee at a future meeting.


237. Reporting of Relevant Material
Councillor Mrs Makinson-Sanders requested that all councillors should report all items affecting Louth Town from all documents that were available to them. Councillor Finch stated that he could provide the weekly planning application list for Louth in advance of the paperwork being issued from ELDC.


238. Public Flood Meeting
Town Clerk to report that following tentative liaison with the Environment Agency and other authorities / bodies that a public flood meeting, chaired by the Mayor, will be scheduled for either 16th or 18th September 2008. The Town Clerk informed the committee that since the publication of the agenda the Environment Agency had confirmed that they would be unable to attend on these dates, the earliest possible dates would now be week commencing 29th September 2008. It was also confirmed that the meeting would be to discusss both river and land (drainage) flooding. 
Councillors agreed that the format of the meeting should be:
a. Feedback from relevant authorities / bodies on 
1. Flood alleviation work that has been undertaken
2. Flood alleviation work that has funding but has not yet been undertaken
3. Flood alleviation work that could / will be undertaken if funding is obtained
b. Questions from the public, to be taken from the floor directed at authorities / bodies located on the stage.
239. QuBE Planning – Conservation Area

Councillors noted that an exhibition of the recommendations arising from the Conservation Area Appraisal 
Exercise carried out by Qube Planning, at the request of ELDC, will be held at the library on 9th September 
2008 between 2pm and 6pm.  Recommendations may include management of the Conservation Area, 
possible boundary changes and preservation of the area.  Questionnaires will be available to be completed 
with any views on the survey, which will also be forwarded to ELDC.
240. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council decision which was at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:
a. ELDC have given full planning permission for N/105/01877/08 – Change of use of existing vacant office used under Class A2: Financial and Professional Services of the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 as amended to use as a taxi office.  5 Queen Street, Louth.  Louth Town Council objected to this application on 8th July 2008 on the grounds that the inappropriate location would encourage illegal parking.
The meeting closed at 10.02pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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