
08-05-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 5th august 2008
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

· A member of the public addressed the Council, prior to the commencement of the meeting, regarding his objections to planning application N/105/02002/08 – Land at 31 Edward Street.

194. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Gardner-Clarke, D.M. Skinner, A.M. Lione and F.G. Coonghe.  These were approved by the Committee.

195. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman reported that on Tuesday 29th July 2008 a meeting for town centre shop keepers and businesses, to debate the possibility of a large supermarket coming to Louth, had taken place.  Debate had centred on whether development should be in the centre of town, edge of town or out of town. The consensus of opinion was that a large supermarket of 30,000 square feet would be best sited in the town centre and should not be sited on the edge or outside of town.  However, attendees felt that a better solution for Louth, rather than allowing a large supermarket, would be to let either the existing supermarkets develop by a further 10,000 square feet, or so, each or allow two or three smaller supermarkets to develop, in the centre of town, to meet the 30,000 square feet need for retail development, that ELDC have identified.  Finally, attendees were of the opinion that town centre car parking needs to be reviewed and changed.  

Councillor F.G. Coonghe arrived at 7.35pm.

196. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Appeals to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions - as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Scrutiny A Committee Review of Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) – Call for Written Evidence – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
b. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Brackenborough Road – Proposed Zebra Crossing Keddington Road/North Holme Road – Proposed Pedestrian/Cycle Facility – as this would affect his ward
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Appeals to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions - as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Scrutiny A Committee Review of Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) – Call for Written Evidence – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
c. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Brackenborough Road – Proposed Zebra Crossing Keddington Road/North Holme Road – Proposed Pedestrian/Cycle Facility – as a member of LCC
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Appeals to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions - as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Scrutiny A Committee Review of Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) – Call for Written Evidence – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
d. Councillor B.R. Williamson 
i. Agenda Item 13) Planning Decisions b) re. Wilkinson’s – as an employee.

197. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 22nd July 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
198. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk asked all Councillors to take home a document regarding an Audit Commission Survey of ELDC that Louth Town Council have been requested to complete as key stakeholders.  She told Councillors that this would be an agenda item at the next meeting on 26th August 2008 and Louth Town Council would then complete a corporate response to the document. 

199. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/08/05/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (1) 01564/08 – Consent to Display (Retention) – Marstons Brewery – Millers Lodge, 21 Northgate – Consent to Retention the Display of 1 no. externally illuminated 3D logo sign, 1 no. non-illuminated 3D logo sign, 2 no. non-illuminated amenity boards and 6 no. sets of non-illuminated individual lettering signs, with the provision of 13 no. flood lights and 2 no. lanterns, at existing public house – Object: Visual Impact / Cumulative visual impact (overbearing), inappropriate materials (for conservation area), impact of excessive lighting on neighbours.
b. (2) 02261/08 – Listed Building Consent– Marstons Brewery – Millers Lodge, 21 Northgate - Listed Building Consent to retain 1 no. externally illuminated 3D logo sign, 1 no. non-illuminated 3D logo sign, 2 no. non-illuminated amenity boards and 6 no. sets of non-illuminated individual lettering signs, with the provision of 13 no. flood lights and 2 no. lanterns, at existing public house Object: Visual Impact / Cumulative visual impact (overbearing), inappropriate materials (for conservation area), impact of excessive lighting on neighbours.
c. (3) 02002/08 – Planning Permission – Mr. G. Fellows – Erection of a detached house, erection of boundary walling 1.8, 1.4 and 1.2 metres in height with the provision of parking – Unanimous Objection : Not in keeping with the street scene (3 storeys), inappropriate materials (roof and windows) for conservation area, adjacent to listed building, additional traffic to unmade road (poor exit and access arrangements onto adopted roads), loss of amenities (access to garages / parking ) to neighbours at the rear of the development.
d. (9) 03164/07 – Planning Permission – Additional Noise Report – Mrs. J. Golding – Brackenfreya Woods - Change of use of land as a residential gypsy site comprising of caravans on 11 no. pitches.  Provision of additional noise report – Repeated Objection : The addition of this noise report has not changed councillors opinions of this development and all previous stated objections remain in place.
e. All remaining applications were supported.

200. Correspondence
Councillors noted that the following item of correspondence had been received: 
a. From: Lincolnshire Road Safety Partnership – Re: Speed Survey at Brackenborough Road.  Notification that the investigation into speeding traffic on Brackenborough Road, requested by the Neighbourhood Policing Project Team, has been completed and a daily average of 3,634 vehicles travelled through the survey area and the speed limit of 30mph was well adhered to.  The 85 percentile speed recorded was 32mph and only 0.9% went over 10mph.  Analysis of collision data concluded that there have been insufficient serious collisions to justify a local safety scheme.  This site does not meet the current government criteria for a safety camera to be deployed.  

201. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publications had been received and were available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. Call Connect Userguide and Timetables for 51T Town Service, 51M Louth – Manby and 6C Louth Horncastle.

b. East Midlands Development Agency News – Summer Edition 2008.

c. Home-Start Louth and District Agenda for 10th AGM held on 18th July 2008, Minutes of 9th AGM held on 6th July 2007 and Annual Report 2007/08.

d. Lincolnshire Waterways Partnership Newsletter – July 2008.

202. Drains
The Committee received a letter from a member of the public regarding overflowing drains on Northgate and Vickers Lane, amongst others, and it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should pass the letter on to the appropriate officer at LCC and reply to the member of the public, letting them know of the actions taken.

203. Brackenborough Road – Proposed Zebra Crossing
Keddington Road / North Holme Road – Proposed Pedestrian / Cycle Facility
The Committee considered a letter and maps regarding the above and it was RESOLVED that Louth Town Council accept LCC’s proposals as noted in their letter and on the maps.

204. Appeals to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions
The Committee considered the following:
a. N/105/00160/08 – Land adjoining 20 Keddington Road, Louth – Planning Permission – Change of use of land to form an extension to the existing domestic curtilage and erection of a wall with trellis to an overall maximum height of 1.6 metres.  Louth Town Council objected to this application at its meeting of 26th February 2008 : Visual loss of green space, health and safety - visual obstruction to vehicles using junction.
b. N/105/01265/08 – Planning Permission and N/105/01503/08 – Listed Building Consent - Bridge Street House – 17 Bridge Street, Louth – Installation of 3 no. solar panels on the south elevation of existing dwelling, which is a listed building.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting of 3rd June 2008 with the condition that the panels be sympathetic to the Conservation Area.
Any comments made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, should the Council wish to withdraw its comments, or make any additional comments in any way, 3 copies should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.

It was RESOLVED that the comments made by Louth Town Council at the original application stage should stand.


205. Scrutiny A Committee Review of Closed Circuit (CCTV) – Call for Written Evidence
The Committee received a letter from ELDC on the above and it was RESOLVED that:
a. Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP should attend the meeting on behalf of the Council
b. The Town Clerk should write a letter to ELDC, to reach ELDC by 8th August, a copy of which Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP could also take with her to the Scrutiny Meeting, stating that Louth Town Council believe that Louth’s CCTV system is generally working and worthwhile.  However, some people feel that they are not safe at night as every incident in the town is not always caught on camera.
c. Councillors should let the Town Clerk have details of any improvements etc., which they feel should be included in the letter, as soon as possible.

206. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:
a. ELDc have given Listed Building Consent for N/105/01220/08 – Part demolition (and rebuild) curtilage boundary wall to 7 Upgate.  Louth Town Council objected to this application at its meeting of 24th June 2008 on the grounds that demolition should wait until plans for a suitable development for the site had been passed.  However, Committee should note that the conditions placed by ELDC on this consent are in line with LTC’s objections.  
b. ELDC have given Consent to Display re. N/105/01597/08 – 1 no. non-illuminated double sided projecting hanging sign at existing premises in accordance with an amended plan received by the Local Planning Authority on 9th July 2008 – 124 Eastgate, Louth.  Louth Town Council objected to this application on the grounds of inappropriate materials in the Conservation Area at its meeting of 24th June 2008.
The meeting closed at 8.38pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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