
   07-22-08 MINS TC
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 22nd july 2008
Present
The Mayor, Councillor F.W.P. Treanor (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

Prior to the Public Forum the Mayor distributed Grant Aid Cheques to those organisations resolved upon on 8th July 2008, that were in attendance.

Mr. J.E. Gains addressed the Council regarding a plan devised by Mr. D. Fairburn to build state of the art football premises at Virginia Road, Louth.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk should invite Mr. Fairburn to give a presentation to the Council.  
162. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. M.W. Finch, C. Finch, A. Gardner-Clarke, K. Sharp and F.G. Coonghe.  These were approved by the Council.

163. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman informed the Council that the Trial of Strafford painting had been successfully removed from the Town Hall by the House of Lords on Friday 11th July 2008.


164. Council Minutes
The minutes of the following meeting were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting:

a. Robed Town Council – 24th June 2008


165. Committee Minutes
The minutes of the following meetings were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of those meetings:

a. Cemetery Committee – 20th May 2008

b. Planning and Environment Committee – 3rd June 2008 

c. General Purposes and Finance Committee – 3rd June 2008

d. Personnel Committee – 3rd June 2008

e. Planning and Environment Committee – 24th June 2008


166. Finance
The Council discussed the following documents and RESOLVED to approve or note them as shown below:

a. Schedule of payments made and income received between 1st January 2008 and 31st March 2008 –noted
b. Income and Expenditure Committee Reports for year ending 31st March 2007 – approved

c. Balance Sheet for the year ended 31st March 2007 –approved

d. Variance report, forming part of the External Audit Report –noted

e. ‘Section 1 - Statement of Accounts’, forming part of the Annual Return – approved and signed

f. ‘Section 2 - Annual Governance Statement’, forming part of the Annual Return –approved and signed

g. ‘Section 4 - Annual Internal Audit Report’, forming part of the Annual Return  – noted

167. Evening Cemetery Meetings
The Council discussed a recommendation by the Cemetery Committee and RESOLVED that all evening Cemetery Committee meetings should cease unless it be deemed necessary to hold one e.g., at precept setting time.

168. Mayor’s Serjeant Deputy
The Council RESOLVED that the Personnel Committee should begin looking into recruiting a suitable deputy (ex. forces/police) for the Mayor’s Serjeant.  The Council stipulated that the Personnel Committee should bring back its recommendations together with any financial implications to full Council.

169. Removal of 72 Public Telephone Boxes in the District
The Council RESOLVED that a letter opposing BT’s proposals be sent to ELDC for their use in fighting the case.

170. Rate Relief Application
The Council RESOLVED to authorise the Mayor to sign a rate relief application supporting Louth Interskill.

171. First Contact
The Council received a letter from Ms E. Roach, First Contact Field Coordinator regarding the First Contact Scheme and it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should obtain some promotional material for local notice boards etc before the Council would consider inviting Ms Roach to give a presentation.

Councillor F.G. Coonghe arrived at 8.02pm.

172. Representation to Council on 24th June 2008 re. Selling of Publicly Owned Property by ELDC
Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway reported that, at the behest of the Council, she had met with the gentleman who had made a representation to Louth Town Council on 24th June on the above subject.  She informed the Council of the discussions that had taken place which had centred around his opinion that Louth Town Council should buy back any properties that had been taken on by ELDC in the 1974 reorganisation e.g., Hubbards Hills, Wood Lane, the Cattle Market, the Old Market Hall and the Town Hall.  Following a request from the gentleman concerned Councillor Mrs. Ottaway duly proposed the above.  However, the proposal was not seconded and the consensus of opinion was that such a proposal was too late and totally unfeasible given the Town Council’s finances and circumstances.  Instead, Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders proposed, seconded by Councillor J.R. Macdonald and the Council voted and RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to the gentleman concerned, explain the Town Council’s position on the matter and suggest that he direct his enquiry to ELDC.   

173. Mayor’s Announcement
The Mayor announced that on Sunday 20th July 2008 he had held his first event (Ballroom Dancing to the Compton Organ) to raise funds for his Mayor’s Charity Fund.  He informed the Council that the event had gone very well and he was very pleased by the outcome.

The meeting closed at 8.16pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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