
07-22-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 22nd july 2008
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

174. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. M.W. Finch, C. Finch, A. Gardner-Clarke and K. Sharp.  These were approved by the Committee.

175. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman reminded Councillors that a meeting had been arranged for Tuesday 5th August 2008 at 10am in the Council Chamber with Mr. I. Micklburgh of LCC Highways to discuss current road management issues affecting the town.  He urged Councillors to attend, if at all possible.

176. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications item 6) N/105/02027/08 – ELDC – Land at Railway Walk – as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC 
b. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence - c) Temporary Road Closures – as a member of LCC

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Claimed – Footpath from Kiln Lane to High Holme Road – as a member of LCC

iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications item 6) N/105/02027/08 – ELDC – Land at Railway Walk – as a member of ELDC.

iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence – a) Notice of Split Decision and b) Notification that plan N/105/01206/07 would be presented to the ELDC Planning Committee on 24th July 2008 – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC 
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Louth Area Committee – as a member of ELDC
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC

177. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 8th July 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
178. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report. 
179. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/07/22/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (2) 01659/08 – Listed Building Consent – Hughes Network Systems Ltd – Installation of a 0.74m diameter satellite dish on the front elevation of existing retail premises – Object on the grounds that the proposal would be against Louth’s Conservation Area policy.  
b. (3) 01876/08 – Planning Permission – P.M. & D. Brannick – Erection of 1 no. block of 4 town houses with 1 no. detached single garage and provision of parking to include alterations to existing vehicular and pedestrian accesses, existing bungalow on site to be demolished – The Bungalow, Little South Street – Object on the grounds of over-intensification, inadequate access for residents, emergency vehicles and refuse lorries, unmade highway.
c. All remaining applications were supported.

180. Correspondence
Councillors noted that the following items of correspondence had been received: 
a. From: ELDC – Re: Notice of Split Decision – N/105/00838/08 – A. Consent to display 1 no. internally illuminated fascia sign and B. 1 no. double sided internally illuminated pole sign, at existing car dealership and service centre - Thurlby Motors Limited, Tattershall Way, Louth.  ELDC have resolved to grant permission for part A and refuse permission for part B.  
b. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/01206/07 – Planning Permission - Change of use, conversion of and alterations to the former car dealership to form 3 separate units to be used for uses falling within Classes B1 and B8 (with trade counter), vehicle repair, servicing, hire and valeting, and the fitting of vehicle parts and accessories and in addition for Unit A only to operate as a restricted Class A1 non-food retail unit.  Provision of car parking and servicing and the closure of one vehicular access, all in accordance with amended plans received by the Local Planning Authority on 26th July 2007, 8th November 2007 and 27th May 2008 – Dixon VW Dealership, Tattershall Way, Louth. – Notification that the above application will be presented to the ELDC Planning Committee on 24th July 2008.  If you wish to speak at the committee meeting please attend 15 minutes before the meeting begins.
c. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closures – Committee to note the attached road closures.
d. From: Post Office Limited – Re: Outreach Services – Committee to receive a leaflet regarding Outreach Services.
e. From: Cordeaux School – Re: Foundation and ‘Trust School’ Consultation.  Committee to note that the complete proposal can be obtained from the Cordeaux website at (www.cordeaux.lincs.sch.uk) or hard copies can be obtained from Ms D. Brace, Reception, Cordeaux School 01507 606555.  Representations on these proposals should be submitted to the School Governing Body (c/o Ms D. Brace, Clerk to Governors at Cordeaux School).

181. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publication had been received and was available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. Nichols Youth Project Newsletter.


182. Hubbards Hills
Councillor A. Leonard reported that he had been informed by the Council’s Barrister that a full written answer would be received by the Council before the date of the next Council meeting on 5th August 2008.  He informed members that he would be calling a meeting of the Hubbards Hills Working Group on Monday 4th August.  He also reported that he had attended a Louth Area Committee meeting on 14th July, as a member of the public, and had asked Ms A. Burton, the Assistant Chief Executive at ELDC why ELDC are not spending more on Hubbards Hills to ensure that should it be handed back, it is in a suitable condition, as promised by Councillor Stephenson at an ELDC meeting held earlier in the year.  He informed the Committee that beyond carrying out grass cutting and bin emptying ELDC are to allow no further spending at Hubbards Hills.  He also asked Ms Burton if the lack of spending by ELDC was a punishment for Louth Town Council taking legal advice on the matter.  She had replied that it was not.  Councillor Leonard opined that Louth Town Council should be prepared to organise a vote of no confidence in the leaders of ELDC in the future in relation to promises they have made which have not been fulfilled, to date.

Councillor D.E. Wing reported on the last meeting of the Hubbards Hills Joint Management Committee and informed the Committee that Mr. R. Ormsby had categorically stated that ELDC do not carry any insurance cover for Hubbards Hills and that Louth Town Council, therefore, are responsibly for all Health and Safety Issues unless an accident occurs which is due to faulty maintenance work carried out by ELDC.  The Town Clerk assured the Committee that Louth Town Council does carry public liability insurance which covers Hubbards Hills but that some responsibility may still lay with ELDC, under contractors obligations.

Finally, Councillor Leonard informed the Committee that various little groups seemed to be forming outside of the Council to discuss Hubbards Hills and he opined that it would be common courtesy for these groups to let the Town Council know of their activities and the results of their discussions.

It was RESOLVED that no further action should be taken with regard to Hubbards Hills until the written Barrister’s report had been received.

Councillor A.M. Lione left the meeting at 9.13pm.

Councillor D.M. Skinner left the meeting at 9.14pm.

183. Claimed – Footpath from Kiln Lane to High Holme Road
The Committee received documentation from LCC regarding the above and agreed to let the Town Clerk have any other information which might be helpful to LCC in considering the application.

184. Louth Area Committee
The Committee noted that the next Louth Area Committee meeting will take place on 1st September 2008 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth at 7.30pm.  The Committee had no items to hand to put forward for the agenda on behalf of the Council.  However, members noted that any items that they might wish to put forward as individuals should be received by the Member Services Office by Thursday 14th August 2008.

185. Allotments
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders informed the Committee that she has read an article in the Times regarding an innovative new idea which could solve Louth’s problem of having too few allotments.  She reported that in London the ‘What If’ scheme funded by the Arts Council are placing 70 half-tonne building bags filled with soil and compost onto run-down squares of concrete.  These make ideal planting containers and are easy to move should development of the area be required.  She opined that the Social Education Centre near Wood Lane has lots of vacant space and would be an ideal spot in Louth to try this scheme.  It was agreed that she would give the details of the scheme to Councillor D.E. Wing who is the secretary of the Trinity Allotments.

186. Town Plan
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders reported that approximately 2000 replies were received from the recent Town Plan Questionnaire.  She said that interestingly 84% of respondents wanted the Cattle Market to remain on Newmarket and 99% back the hospital.  She promised to report back again in the near future, with the full findings of the survey.

187. Wolds Conference
The Committee received a written report from Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders.

188. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council/County Council decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:
a. ELDc have refused Planning Permission for N/105/01684/08 – Single storey extension to existing house to provide a porch, bedroom and 1 no. en-suite with an enlarged kitchen/dining area – 61 Trinity lane, Louth.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meting of 24th June 2008.
b. ELDC have refused Planning Permission for N/105/01559/08 – Construction of a vehicular access and erection of pillars to a maximum height of 1.5 metres in accordance with amended plans received by the Local Planning Authority on 19th and 23rd June 2008 – 8 Ramsgate Road, Louth
The meeting closed at 9.25pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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