
07-08-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 8th july 2008
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

138. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. P.F. Watson and J.P. Dean.  These were approved by the Committee.  

139. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman explained that the ECO Town Proposals were not an agenda item because ELDC had voted not to pursue its application.   However, following a discussion on the subject it was agreed that affordable and ECO housing should be debated and if possible Mrs. A. Shoreland of ELDC or a member of Building Control should be invited to speak to the Council on the subject.  Finally, the Chairman informed the Committee that a letter had been received from ELDC re. Proposed Work to Trees at 14 Bridge Street.  He read out the letter and it was agreed that the Committee had no comments to make. 

140. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (7) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.  Councillor Finch reserved his right to speak on any planning applications which affected his ward. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Proposed Work to Trees – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (7) especially (1) N/105/00602/08 - New Linx Housing Trust – Land adjacent to 38 Park Avenue - as a Board Member of New Linx Housing Trust and as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Proposed Work to Trees – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Litter Behind Railings Near Flats on Bridge Street – as a Board member of New Linx Housing Trust.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
c. Councillor J.E. Gains 
i. Prejudicial Interest – Agenda Item 4) Planning Applications (4) N/105/01877/08 – One 2 One Private Hire – 5 Queen Street – as a taxi driver.

141. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 24th June 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
142. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that LCC have now gone out to consultation re. the Council’s application to have the Kiln Lane footpath added to the definitive map.  She said that she was in receipt of the consultation papers which she reported had been sent to everyone along the length of Kiln Lane, which LCC have decided, runs from the top at High Holme Road down to Northgate.  She explained that the consultation document would be an agenda item at the next meeting.  Councillors requested that LCC Councillors be made aware that the residents of High Holme Road are not being consulted as they felt that this was an important fact.  

The Town Clerk also reported that a Town Bus Questionnaire is being circulated by the Bus Roundtable Group as it was felt that, rather than being reactive each time a bus service is withdrawn, it would be better to be proactive and find out what Louth people want their bus service to be like and then to discuss this with the bus companies and the County Council.  The questionnaire is designed to provide evidence to support those discussions.  She advised members that links to the questionnaire can be found on the Council’s web site and at www.louthtownplan.org 

Finally, the Town Clerk reported that ELDC have cancelled the next Liaison Meeting which was to take place on 16th July 2008 and this has been rescheduled for 28th July at 7.30pm.
143. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/07/08/08) and RESOLVED:

Councillor B. Burnett left the room while planning application (1) N/105/00602/08 – New Linx Housing Trust – Land adjacent to 38 Park Avenue was discussed.

a. (4) 01877/08 - Planning Permission – One 2 One Private Hire – Change of use of existing vacant office used under Class A2 Financial and Professional Services of the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 as amended to use as a taxi office – 5 Queen Street – Object on the grounds that the location is inappropriate and will encourage illegal/dangerous parking.

Councillor J.E. Gains left the room while the above application was discussed.
b. All remaining applications were supported.

144. Correspondence
Councillors noted that the following items of correspondence had been received:
a. From: LCC – Re: Introduction of Area Response Teams – The Chairman read out a letter from LCC and the Committee agreed to support the move by LCC and were keen to be copied in on reports etc.
b. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – At: Union Street (outside number 1, LN11 0ES) – Period: Monday 11th August for 1 day – Reason: Essential maintenance works – Alternative route: Local diversion routes will be signposted.

145. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publication had been received and was available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. Clerks and Councils Direct – July 2008 – Issue 58
b. Local Council Review – The official journal of NALC – July 2008 – Volume 60, No. 2.

146. Supermarkets
The Committee RESOLVED:

a. To support the idea of a meeting of the town centre retailers to discuss the potential supermarket development at ELDC’s cost.
b. To authorise Councillor Marris to set up the above meeting 
c. That the Mayor should chair the meeting
d. That a letter on Council notepaper from the Town Clerk inviting retailers to attend should be produced and that this should be hand delivered by Councillor Marris. 

147. Proposed Work to Trees 
The Committee noted the proposed tree work detailed below:
At: 2 Lock Keepers Way, Louth - Details: Tree A & B (Sycamore) reduce 5 low level branches by 50% in length.  Tree C (Sycamore) reduce 1 low level branch by 50% in length.  Tree D, E and F (2 no. Sycamores) reduce 2 low level branches leaving 1m to trunk and 2m to trunk - Reason: To allow more light into the garden and to balance out the lower section of the trees.  

148. Louth, Eastgate – Proposed Amendments to Waiting Restrictions
The Committee noted the slight amendment to the above proposals.

149. Louth, Stewton Lane/Newmarket Junction – Proposed Improvements for Pedestrians/Cyclists
The Committee noted a letter and map detailing the above and RESOLVED to reject the proposals as the unanimous opinion was that the proposed scheme was dangerous, did not go far enough and did not address enough of the problems that exist in the area for pedestrians/cyclists.

150. Outdoor Space in the Community
The Committee noted a document from Community Lincs and it was agreed that Councillors would let the Town Clerk know of any projects that might benefit from the scheme.

151. Litter Behind Railings Near Flats on Bridge Street
The Committee noted an email from a member of the public regarding the above and it was RESOLVED that a letter should be sent to the gentleman concerned explaining the situation and reiterating the responses already sent from New Linx Housing and the District Council.

152. Flooding
The Committee noted that Louth Town Council has been offered access to up to £15,000 by the Salvation Army who are administering funds made available by Morrison’s Supermarket (this sum being the remaining balance of funds).  They also noted that the Town Clerk had liaised with the Salvation Army Administrator and established that a permissible use of the funds would be the provision of home flood defence kits but other suggestions could be considered.  The Committee considered authorising the Town Clerk to obtain further details and to consider holding a flood awareness event (as well as a public meeting later in the year) at which the funds could be promoted and appropriate agencies, local authorities and suppliers of flood defence equipment could be invited to attend.  It was proposed that each organisation would sit at tables spaced around the ballroom and they would be available to give updates, answer questions, take details of questions which could not be answered on the evening and must be taken away, hand out material etc.  It was thought that the event could also be used to recruit flood wardens for Louth.  It was RESOLVED:

a. That the Town Clerk should look further into the funding including permitted uses and distribution of the funding with the Salvation Army Area manager.
b. That an interim Flood Awareness Event should not be held.

153. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:
a. ELDc have refused Planning Permission for N/105/00958/08 – Rear extension to existing dwelling to provide a conservatory/store room.  37 Michael Foale Lane, LN11 0GT - Louth Town Council supported this application on 20th May 2008.
b. LCC have given Planning Permission for N/105/00983/08 for the partial retrospective application for the erection of a two storey vocational centre at Louth Cordeaux School, rear of High Holme Road.  Louth Town Council objected to this application on the grounds that this application still does not address the concerns of the residents and community. Promotional material contains information not previously provided in supporting documents regarding opening hours on 20th May 2008.  A full list conditions is available to view in the office.
c. ELDC have refused Listed Building Consent and Consent to Display for N/105/01215/08 – 1 no. illuminated fascia sign and dusted crystal window logos at existing retail premises.  61 Eastgate, Louth.  Louth Town Council supported these applications on 3rd June 2008.

d. ELDC have refused Planning Permission and Listed Building Consent for N/105/01265/08 – installation of 3 no. solar panels on the south elevation of existing dwelling, which is a listed building.  Bridge Street House, 17 Bridge Street, Louth.  Louth Town Council supported this application with the condition that it be sympathetic to the Conservation Area on 3rd June 2008.
The meeting closed at 8.55pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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