
06-24-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 24th June 2008
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

111. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman remarked that the ECO Town Proposals would be debated at the next Town Council depending upon ELDC’s decision on 25th June 2008.

112. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. P.F. Watson, D.M. Skinner and A. Gardner-Clarke.  These were approved by the Committee.

113. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (14) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.  Councillor Finch reserved his right to speak on any planning applications which affected his ward. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) a. Correspondence from ELDC - as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Proposed Work to Trees – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Office – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Additional Office Facilities at Louth Town Hall for Louth Town Council – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Appeal to Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions, from ELDC – as a member of ELDC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 17) Planning Application Validation Checklist Consultation – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 18) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (14) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) a. Correspondence from ELDC - as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Proposed Work to Trees – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Office – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Additional Office Facilities at Louth Town Hall for Louth Town Council – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Appeal to Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions, from ELDC – as a member of ELDC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 17) Planning Application Validation Checklist Consultation – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 18) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
c. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (5) N/105/01457/08 – Mrs. L. Mfinanga – Queen Street Cars, 18A Queen Street – as a neighbour of the applicant.
d. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Centre – as a member of the Wolds Tourism Forum and Chairman of the Lindsey Action Zone Tourism Group.

114. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 3rd June 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
115. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that she had been contact by Ian Mickleburgh of LCC Highways about complaints he had received from locals regarding the installation of a new pedestrian refuge at the top of Church Street on Newmarket and the removal of several on street parking spaces due to relocation of road markings.  She explained that these works had been approved by Louth Town Council approximately a year ago and had been part of the CTZ Proposals.  She reported that Mr. Mickleburgh intended to hold a site meeting to discuss issues with the relevant ward members.
116. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/06/24/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (1) N/105/01206/08 - Planning Permission - Dixon Directors Pension Trust - Change of use, conversion of and alterations to the former car dealership to form 3 separate units with Unit 1 to operate as a non-food shop and Units 2 and 3 to operate as business or storage and distribution including trade counter being classes A1, B1 and B8 of the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as amended) respectively. Provision of car parking and servicing and closure of one vehicular access, all in accordance with amended plans received by the Local Planning Authority on 26th July 2007, 8th November 2007 and 27th May 2009 - Dixon VW Dealership, Tattershall Way - Supported: Conditions that unit 1 with class A1 does not stock goods that are likely to affect the viability and vitality of town centre premises.   

b. (3) N/105/01219/08 - Planning Permission - F. & R. Developments Ltd - Erection of a pair of semi-detached houses with the provision of an amenity area and bin storage with the part rebuilding of a boundary wall (which is curtilage listed structure to 7 Upgate, Louth) to a maximum height of 2 metres. - Land at 7 Upgate - Object: Design not in keeping with street scene, impact on neighbours (loss of light), overintensification of site, unsatisfactory fire exit. 

c. (4) N/105/01220/08 - Listed Building Consent - F. & R. Developments Ltd - Listed building consent - part demolish (and rebuild) curtilage wall to 7 Upgate - Land at 7 Upgate - Object: see N/105/01219/08 comments - demolition of wall to await suitable application.

d. (7) N/105/01480/08 - Consent to Display - Lloyds TSB Property Management - 1 no. non-illuminated mounted lettering and logo sign to be fixed directly onto sub-fascia and 1 no. non-illuminated double sided projecting hanging sign at existing bank - Lloyds TSB Property Management - Object: Inappropriate materials in conservation area.

e. (10) N/105/01597/08 - Consent to Display - Wilkinson Group - 1 no. non-illuminated double sided projecting hanging sign at existing premises - 124 Eastgate - Object: Inappropriate materials in conservation area.

f. All remaining applications were supported.

117. Correspondence
Councillors noted that the following items of correspondence had been received:
a. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/01165/08 – Mr. and Mrs. N. Burton – Planning Permission – Single storey rear extension and alterations to existing bungalow to provide additional living accommodation, on site of part of the existing bungalow which is to be removed - 76 Eastfield Road, Louth.  Notification that this application will be presented to the ELDC Planning Committee on 26th June 2008 at 2pm.  The application will be number 10 on the agenda.  If you wish to speak at the meeting please attend 15 minutes before the meeting begins.  The Town Clerk has guidance on speaking at the Committee for information, if required.
b. From: LCC – Re: Street Lighting Replacement – Mount Pleasant Area, Louth.  Notification that the remaining 5 street lights on Mount Pleasant between Church Lane and the Little Lane junction will be replaced in the week commencing 23rd June.
c. From: A member of the public – Re: Rubbish and Dog Fouling, Espin Walk.  Committee to receive the attached letter and note that all public waste bins are now multi functional and dog excrement can be placed in them.  Also, ELDC have assured the Town Clerk that they are to provide a bin at this location, as soon as a delivery of new bins has been received.
d. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – At: Cornmarket and Butcher Lane – Period: 8am to 2pm Sunday 29th June 2008 – Reason: Lincolnshire Sports Partnership Athletics Event – Alternative route: Mercer Row and Market Place.
118. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publication had been received and was available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. Lincolnshire Wolds AONB Annual Report 2007/08

119. Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service
The Committee considered sending representatives to the Lincolnshire Wolds Conference – A Farming Perspective taking place on Thursday 3rd July 2008 at Market Rasen from 9.30am to 3.45pm and it was RESOLVED that Councillors K.A. Sharp, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and Mrs. M.W. Finch should attend on behalf of Louth Town Council.  

120. Potential Supermarket Planning Applications
In anticipation of future planning applications Councillors discussed the merits of town centre v edge of town v out of town locations to formulate a policy for future reference.  It was RESOLVED that Louth Town Council would support:

a. A town centre application first
b. An edge of town application second
It was further RESOLVED that Louth Town Council would not support:

a. An out of town application

121. Proposed Work to Trees
The Committee noted the proposed tree work detailed below:
At: Riverdale, Love Lane, Louth which is within the Conservation Area - Details: Fell 4 no. Monterey Cypress trees - Reason: The trees have overgrown and become unstable.

122. Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Centre
Councillors noted that the TIC has now been relocated to the ELDC Area Office, Town Hall, Louth.  Councillor C. Finch was asked to obtain a report, after the summer period, from ELDC as to how well the move has gone.  

123. Additional Office Facilities at Louth Town Hall for Louth Town Council
The Town Clerk reported that after conversations with the manager of the Louth Area Office it had become apparent that the old Committee Room would not be suitable for permanent occupation as an office space owing to privacy and noise problems on the two days a week that ELDC are to use the glass office within the Committee Room for surgeries.  However, she explained that the Council could use the space for meetings on the days when ELDC would not be using it and they could fit the room with shelving etc., to house some of their files.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should look into the running costs of the office as it stands and report back to the General Purposes and Finances Committee.

124. Appeal to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions
The Committee noted that a letter had been received from ELDC – Re: N/105/00647/08 – Nottingham Building Society - Listed Building Consent – Alterations to existing building society to include repainting and to provide 1 no. non-illuminated fascia sign and 1 no. non-illuminated double sided projecting sign, and to include the repainting of the upper floor level windows to white.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting of 25th March 2008.  Any comments made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, should the Council wish to withdraw its comments, or make any additional comments in any way, 3 copies should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  It was agreed that Louth Town Council should not change its original view or withdraw its comments.

125. Free Trees for Parishes Scheme 2008
Councillors agreed to promote the above scheme with local groups and ask that any organisations interested contact the Town Clerk, who will collate responses and present to the Town Council before the closing date for applications of 30th September 2008.  They noted that the scheme provides 25 small trees (60-90cm) with the option of tubes as protection or 250 hedge plants (30-60cm) in multiples of 25 with the option of spirals as protection or 5 large trees (1.75 – 2m) with the option of a stake, tree tie and strimmer guard or a pro rata mix of the above where 1 small tree = 10 hedge plants, 1 large tree = 50 hedge plants.  They also noted that full details of the above scheme were available in the office to view and they asked that the scheme be promoted in the press and on the Council web site also.

126. Louth, Mercer Row/Market Place – Facilities for Taxis/Bus Stops
It was RESOLVED that Councillors C. Finch and F.W.P. Treanor should attend a site meeting, if organised, to discuss proposals to relocate the existing Taxi Rank in the Market Place to an ‘improved / safe location’ which is still central such as adjacent to Spencer Newsagents.

127. Planning Application Validation Checklist Consultation
The Town Clerk reported that she had only received one response from Councillors to the above consultation.  The Committee resolved that the Town Clerk should write to ELDC detailing the response she had received and saying that the Council had noted the consultation.

128. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following District Council decision which is at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:
a. ELDc have given full planning permission for N/105/01161/08 – Change of use of land to form an extension to the existing domestic curtilage, erection of a gate and wall with trellis to an overall maximum height of 1.6 metres.  Land adjoining 20 Keddington Road, Louth, Lincolnshire - Louth Town Council objected to this because it would enclose an open space on 6th May 2008.
The meeting closed at 9.37pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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