
06-03-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 3rd June 2008
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

55. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make. 

56. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. P.F. Watson, J.R. Macdonald, D.M. Skinner and J.P. Dean.  These were approved by the Committee.

57. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (11) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.  Councillor Finch reserved his right to speak on any planning applications which affected his ward. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) a, b, c and d Correspondence from ELDC - as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Proposed Work to Trees – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Office – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Planning Application Validation Checklist Consultation – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (1) to (11) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) a, b, c and d Correspondence from ELDC - as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Lichfield Planning Proposals re. Queen Street, Louth – as the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Proposed Work to Trees – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Office – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Planning Application Validation Checklist Consultation – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
c. Councillor A.M. Lione
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (7 and 8) N/105/01428/08 and N/105/01438/08 - Lincolnshire Co-operative Ltd., 101 Eastgate – as an employee of Lincolnshire Co-operative Ltd.
d. Councillor A. Leonard
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Applications (5) N/105/01265/08 – Mr. M. Ryder, Bridge Street House, Bridge Street – as an acquaintance of the applicant.
e. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Centre – as a member of the Wolds Tourism Forum and Chairman of the Lindsey Action Zone Tourism Group.

58. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 20th May 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
59. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report. 
60. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/06/03/08) and RESOLVED:
a. (2) N/019/01188/08 - Outline application - Tanglewood Leisure - Outline application (with layout and means of access to be considered) for the conversion, extensions and alterations to existing house and outbuildings to provide amenity rooms, small shop and a self contained manager's flat, erection of a new leisure complex, siting of 24 touring pitches and erection of a service block, erection of 104 holiday lodges construction and formation of new vehicular accesses, pedestrian walkways, and parking facilities, erection of bunding up to 2metres in height with associated landscaping works - Brackenborough Lawn, Cordeaux Corner - Object: Dangerous junction with A16 to access road, suitability of site - proximity of industrial estate, inability to provide proposed green travel routes, ecological impact - flooding, loss of green space, volume of visitors could put pressure on local services (health, car parking). 
b. (5) N/105/01265/08 - Planning Permission – Mr. M. Ryder - Installation of 3 no. solar panels on the south elevation of existing building which is a listed building - Bridge Street House, 17 Bridge Street - Supported: Conditions - that the panels be sympathetic to the conservation area.
Councillor A. Lione left the room while planning applications 7 and 8 were discussed.

c. (10) N/105/01453/08 - Planning Permission - Miss C. E. Ames - Outline erection of a detached bungalow - Land at 1 Kenwick Pastures - Object: Environmental issues - flooding impact in this area of town.
d. (11) N/105/01546/08 - Planning Permission - Mr. and Mrs. Foxon - Single storey extensions and alterations to existing house to provide 2 no. draught lobby / porches and a conservatory - Field House, 3 Kenwick Pastures - Object: Environmental issues - adding to existing flooding issues to this area. Design of property piecemeal and additions not in keeping with existing dwelling.
e. To support all remaining applications.


61. Correspondence
Councillors noted that the following items of correspondence had been received:
a. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/00947/08 – Planning Permission – Extensions and alterations to existing dwelling to provide an enlarged kitchen, a utility, a shower room and a conservatory on the site of part of the existing dwelling which is to be removed – 54 Crowtree Lane, Louth.  Notification that further to the Town Council’s recent correspondence the above application has been withdrawn.
b. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/02730/07 -  Planning Permission – Change of use, conversion of, extensions to existing dwelling to form 2 no. dwellings, in accordance with amended plans received by the Local Planning Authority on 14th and 26th March 2008 – 59 Upgate, Louth.  Notification that further to the Town Council’s recent correspondence the above application has been withdrawn.
c. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/00871/08 – Consent to Display – 1 no. externally illuminated fascia sign at existing grocery store – Spar Supermarket, 15 Market Place, Louth.  Notification that further to the Town Council’s recent correspondence the above application has been withdrawn.
d. From: ELDC – Re: N/105/03028/07 – Planning Permission – erection of a bock of 7 no. dwellings, erection of bin stores, alterations to existing access with the provision of parking, existing building on site to be removed, in accordance with originally submitted information and information received by the Local Planning Authority on 23rd January 2008 – Land west of car park, Newmarket, Louth.  Notification that the appellant has appealed to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions.  Any comments made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  Councillors agreed that the comments provided originally objecting to this development should not be withdrawn or amended.
e. From: LCC – Re: Louth, High Holme Road – Bus Stop Clearway Issue.  Notification that the Planning and Regulation Committee of LCC met on 6th May and resolved that this Bus Stop Clearway be brought into operation.  Arrangements are being made for the relevant signs/markings work to be undertaken.  There are other issues which need investigating in terms of concerns re. parking along High Holme Road and the Town Council will be given an opportunity to comment on any proposals for this area.
f. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – Location: Mercer Row, Cornmarket, Butcher Lane, Market Place, Queen Street and Aswell Street to Market Place – Reason: Louth Run for Life 2008 – Period: Sunday 6th July 2008 – Alternative route: Upgate, Newmarket, Church Street, Queen Street and Aswell Street.

62. Lichfield Planning Proposals re. Queen Street, Louth 
The Chairman, Councillor T.F. Marris reported that 8 Councillors along with members of the Civic Trust and Louth Chamber of Business attended the meeting held by Lichfield Planning on 29th May 2008 in the Town Hall from 7.30pm to discuss the proposals for a retail development at Queen Street, Louth.  He said that the meeting was very positive and people seemed happy to have a Marks and Spencer food outlet in the town.  He said that the placement of the Doctor’s Surgery upstairs was raised as a problem and assurances were received that a lift would be installed.  He informed the Committee that if Boots were to utilise some of the space in the new development the existing Boots outlet might stay meaning that the town would have two such outlets.  He said that there were lots of comments about the design of the building and some felt that access for lorries might be a problem.  Councillor B. Burnett implored the Council to think carefully about the proposals as he said it was not certain that Marks and Spencer would come to the town it could just as easily be another food retailer who takes the space and when planning permission is sought for the development the Council would not be allowed to object on the grounds of the tenants being wrong for the town.

63. Allocation of Land for Allotments
The Committee noted that the Louth Cottage Garden and Allotment Association Ltd had written to thank the Council for its ongoing support and its correspondence offering the potential for their members to utilise areas of land made available by local private residents.  However, they felt that they would have to decline as they do not believe that they have the structure to manage/monitor sending what would be ‘new’ (unknown) members into people’s private gardens.  They reported that if an area of land does become available in the near future they would be very interested to consider it for incorporation into their association.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to those members of the public who had offered their land and thank them.

64. River Lud Liaison Group
The Committee received a briefing note of the last meeting of the River Lud Liaison Group which took place on 22nd May 2008 and noted that it is still intended to hold another public flood meeting.  However, this will not take place until the results of the survey currently being undertaken are obtained in August (estimated).  Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP reported that a flood victim on Eve Street was still not back in their house because the retaining wall of the river at their property required rebuilding at an estimated cost of £35,000 and the owners of the property did not believe the wall to be their responsibility but could not seem to find anyone else who would take responsibility.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should endeavour to put pressure on ELDC, the Environment Agency and LCC in an effort to establish the ownership of the wall and the issue should be made an agenda item at the next ELDC Liaison Meeting.

65. Proposed Work to Trees
The Committee had no comments to make regarding the proposed tree work detailed below:
At: 20 St. Mary’s Park - Details: Reduce crown on south side of 1 no. Sycamore Tree by 30%.  Tree is covered by Tree Preservation Order: Louth 1957 (St. Mary’s Park).  Reason: to reduce unequal distribution of weight.  The applicant also notes that there is evidence of defects around the base of the tree.  

66. LCC Waste Recycling Facility, Industrial Estate, Louth
The Committee discussed the representation made to them at the last Town Council meeting held on 20th May 2008 by a member of the public and it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to LCC and ask that someone attend a Council meeting to take questions.


67. Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Centre
Councillor Leonard reported that the TIC would be relocated to the glass office in the ELDC Area Office, that a member of staff would man the office each day and that members of staff would be rotated on a daily basis.  He said that customers would not have to wait with the rate payers and that the office would have its own dedicated line.  Finally, he said that it was planned that the office would also open on a Saturday.

68. Planning Application Validation Checklist Consultation
The Committee noted a letter from ELDC and received the validation checklists.  It was agreed that responses to the Planning Application Validation Checklist Consultation would be submitted to the Town Clerk by 17th June so that she could collate them into a corporate response which would be brought before the Committee for ratification on 24th June.

69. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted that there were no District Council decisions which were are variance with the Town Council’s recommendations. 

The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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