
   06-03-08MINS GPF

Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 3rd JUNE 2008
Present
Councillor B. Burnett (in the Chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A. Leonard JP, A.M. Lione, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

70. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman Councillor B. Burnett had no remarks to make. 

71. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. P.F. Watson, J.R. Macdonald, D.M. Skinner and J.P. Dean.  These were approved by the Committee.

72. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Hubbards Hills – as the Chairman of the Joint Advisory Committee and a member of ELDC.
b. Councillor B. Burnett
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Hubbards Hills – as a member of ELDC.
73. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 20th May 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


74. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report. 


75. Office Equipment
The Committee noted that further to the GPF meeting of 20th May the Town Clerk had purchased a new printer/scanner/fax and telephone answering machine, cost being under the budgets agreed at the last meeting.  The Committee also noted that the telephone number 605880 had been designated as a dedicated fax line and anyone wishing to telephone the office should use the 617305 number.

76. Hubbards Hills
Councillor A. Leonard informed the Committee that the barrister engaged by Louth Town Council to look into the Hubbards Hills issue had recommended that a specialist in local government be engaged and had supplied the names of several potentials.  Councillor Leonard explained that the specialists ranged in price from Stephen Sauvain the leading QC in the North at £350 per hour to Colin Crawford the leading junior in the North at £150 per hour.  However, he opined that Stephen Sauvain with 13 years experience in such matters would take considerably less time to go through the case than Colin Crawford.  He estimated that should the Committee agree to engage a specialist an answer on whether the Council should progress matters to a courtroom could be obtained by the end of June, all being well.  Councillor F. Robertson sounded a precautionary note warning the Council that the opinion of the QC could be challenged by opposing barristers and that should the matter progress to a courtroom costs could increase exponentially. Councillor Leonard proposed that Stephen Sauvain be engaged and he estimated that an additional £750 would need to be budgeted on top of that budgeted originally of £1,800 to cover all preparatory work and the cost of the QC.  Councillor Leonard’s proposal was seconded by Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP and following a vote of the Committee it was RESOLVED:
a. That Stephen Sauvain should be engaged; and

b. That a further £750 be added to the £1,800 originally budgeted making a total of £2,550 available for expenditure on legal advice, at this stage.

Councillor C. Finch enquired how much S137 money the Council would have to spend on court costs.  The Town clerk explained that a finite amount of funding can legally be incurred by the Council, calculated by a fixed amount multiplied by the number of registered electors and also limited by the amount of reserves available.
77. Town Council Accommodation including Mansion House 
The Town Clerk informed the Committee that she had looked into the Minutes of the Council from 1974 and had ascertained that the Council had only ever been granted evening use of the Committee Room, located next door to the current Council Office. The Town Clerk confirmed that the last correspondence received regarding the Mansion House was in 2006 from which no further action had been required.  She also reported that the Council is charged a percentage based on the 603 square feet that it occupies in the Town Hall (covering the office, the Mayor’s Parlour, the connecting corridor between the office and the Mayor’s Parlour, the store room and the muniments room.  She explained that with the relocation of the Tourist Information Centre into the ELDC Area Office and the relocation of the call centre (currently in the Committee Room) away from the Area Office might mean that space in the Committee Room could be released for Town Council use.  However, she cautioned that this would probably only be shared use as ELDC would still require the use of the glass booth, located in the Committee Room, probably two days a week and this, therefore, would probably render the room unacceptable as actual ‘office’ space for the Council.  It was agreed that this issue should be made an agenda item of the next Liaison Meeting.

78. Financial Regulations
The Committee RESOLVED that due to the hour of the meeting and the importance of the document this item should be deferred to another meeting.

79. Trial of Strafford
The Committee received a confirmation letter from the Houses of Parliament and a draft copy of the Deed of Gift for the transfer of the above painting.  Councillors noted that legal advice was currently being sought and it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be authorised, provided that no issues were raised through the legal advice, to sign the deed as the Proper Officer of Louth Town Council.  Councillor F. Robertson opined that when the painting went on display in the House of Lords a bus should be hired and all Councillors should attend the reception that had been promised.
The meeting closed at 10.08pm
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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