
05-20-08MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 20th may 2008
Present:
The Mayor, Councillor F.W.P. Treanor (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A.M. Lione, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

19. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman
It was proposed by Councillor F. Robertson and seconded by Councillor J.P. Dean and RESOLVED by vote of the Committee that Councillor T.F. Marris be elected Chairman of the Louth Town Council Planning and Environment Committee.  Councillor F.W.P. Treanor invited Councillor T.F. Marris to take the Chair.

It was proposed by Councillor J.E. Gains that Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson be elected Vice Chairman of the Louth Town Council Planning and Environment Committee.  However, Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson declined to be Vice Chairman.  It was then proposed by Councillor J.R. Macdonald and seconded by Councillor F. Robertson and RESOLVED by a vote of the Committee that Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway be elected Vice Chairman. Councillor T.F. Marris invited Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway to take the Vice Chair. 

20. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, announced that Lincolnshire Police will hold an open day on Sunday 8th June from 11am to 4pm at the Police Headquarters, Nettleham.  He explained that more details can be obtained from www.lincs.police.uk  Finally, he announced that the police authority is looking for 3 independent members to join them.  He reported that details could be obtained from the Town Clerk. 

21. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A. Leonard.  These were approved by the Committee.

22. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (10) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.  Councillor Finch reserved his right to speak on any planning applications which affected his ward. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Centre - as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Westgate Fields – as the current Chairman of the Joint Advisory Committee.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee.
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (10) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment.  
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Centre - as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Westgate Fields – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC
c. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (10) – as a member of ELDC.  
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Centre - as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Westgate Fields – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Louth, Eastgate – Proposed Amendments to Waiting Restrictions – as a member of LCC.
d. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (10) Wolds College – as a Governor of Monks Dyke School, partners of the Wolds College.
e. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Centre – as a member of the Wolds Tourism Forum

23. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 6th May 2008 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
24. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reminded Councillors that the next ELDC Liaison Meeting would take place on Tuesday 27th May 2008 from 7.30pm in the Council Chamber.  She asked members to submit items for the agenda to her as soon as possible.  Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders asked that Eco Towns be made an agenda item.  Finally, the Town Clerk announced that the next Louth Area Committee meeting will take place on 14th July 2008.  She reported that agenda items should be received by ELDC by 27th June.  
25. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/05/20/08) and (PA/Sched/05/20/08 Post Agenda) and RESOLVED:
a. (9) N/105/03164/07 - Amended Planning Permission – Mr. J. Golding - Change of use of land to use as a residential gypsy site comprising of caravans on 11no. Pitches. This amendment: additional information received from the agent - Brackenfreya Woods - Repeat Objection. Lack of additional information with this amendment
b. (10) N/105/0983/08 - Partial Retrospective - Wolds College - Application to construct two storey vocational centre - Cordeaux School - OBJECT: This application still does not address the concerns of the residents and community. Promotional material contains information not previously provided in supporting documents regarding opening hours
c. To support all remaining applications.


26. Correspondence
Councillors noted that the following item of correspondence had been received:
a. From: Lichfield Planning – Re: Development Proposal Meeting 
Committee to note that a presentation/meeting to discuss a proposed retail development in the Queen Street area has been scheduled for Thursday 29th May at 7.30pm in the Council Chambers.  The meeting will be used for Lichfield Planning to present their ideas and design principles to members of the Town Council, Louth Civic Trust and Louth Chamber of Business.  The scheme’s design is very much in the early stages and it is intended that the feedback and comments received at this meeting will form part of the design process.  In view of that, the short presentation will be followed by an open forum where Lichfield Planning would welcome any thoughts and questions.

27. Publications Received
Councillors noted that the publications listed below had been received and were available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. Clerks and Council’s Direct Magazine – May 2008
b. Local Council Review – The Official Journal of the National Association of Local Councils - May 2008 
Councillor A. Leonard arrived at 8.34pm.

28. Louth, Eastgate – Proposed Amendments to Waiting Restrictions
The Committee received a letter and map from LCC detailing the above and it was RESOLVED that Louth Town Council supported the provision of a loading bay and disabled spaces for blue badge holders on Eastgate close to the old Kwik Save premises.  However, Councillors noted that the old Kwik Save building does have a rear access and they opined that this should be used wherever possible and that the 7.5 tonne weight limit in the town should be better policed.

29. Relocation of Louth Tourist Information Centre
The Committee received information detailing ELDC’s plans to relocate Louth Tourist Information Centre to the Town Hall, Louth and LCC’s plans to correct the signage in the town to take account of this.  It was RESOLVED that Louth Town Council do not support ELDC’s proposals as it is seen as a retrograde step and requires a more prominent position.  The Town Clerk was instructed to inform ELDC of the Town Council’s objections.

30. Westgate Fields
Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders informed the Committee that she is in the process of registering Westgate Fields as a Village Green to preserve it for the future.

31. Roundabouts
The Committee RESOLVED:

a. That the Council support and are willing to put their name to the project of florally enhancing Louth’s roundabouts
b. That a working group to look into the floral enhancement of Louth’s roundabouts and adjacent areas be formed.  The members being Councillors D.M. Skinner, T.F. Marris, D.E. Wing, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and B.R. Williamson.  
c. That non Council members be authorised to make recommendations to the working group
d. That the Council’s staff can provide administrative support where necessary.


32. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted that the following Planning decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations:
A. LCC have granted permission to carry out development – N/105/3160/07 GBM Ltd, Warwick Road. See attached for conditions placed on waste management operations. Louth Town Council strongly objected to this development the last occasion being 22nd January 2008.
B. ELDC have refused planning permission for:

I. N/105/00202/08 – Land East of Church Cottage Mews, Monks Dyke Road – erection of a dwelling. Louth Town Council supported this on the March 11th 2008.
II. N/105/02183/07 – 44 Stewton Lane – Extension and alterations to existing dwelling to provide additional lounge and breakfast area. Louth Town Council supported this on 25th March 2008.
III. N/105/00647 – Nottingham Building Society – Listing Building Consent – Various alterations. Louth Town Council supported this on 25th March 2008.
IV. N/105/00763/07 – Nottingham Building Society – Consent to display an advertisement – Louth Town Council supported this on 25th March 2008.
C. ELDc have given full planning permission for N/105/02068/07 – Erection of a detached house with an integral garage. Louth Town Council objected to this development on 5th February 2008 reasons stated were – over-intensification of the site, additional traffic to a busy road although it was acknowledged that the amended design was an improvement to the original submitted.

The meeting closed at 9.02pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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