
04-21-09MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 21ST APRIL 2009
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, J.P. Dean, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J. Gains, A. Leonard, J. R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, K. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, and Mrs. E. Wood.

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, Acting Secretary Miss Yasmin Shah, and 2 Members of the public were also present.

683. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard J.P., F. Robertson, D.M. Skinner, B.R. Williamson, and D.E. Wing. These were approved by the Committee. 

684. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make.

685. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor Mrs. P. F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning applications (1) to (3) – as a member of ELDC and (4) as a member of LCC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence (a) and (d) as a member of LCC, and (b) and (f) as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Publications a) as a member of LCC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Housing Strategy Update as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Waiting Restrictions as a member of LCC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) East Lindsey Messenger as a member of ELDC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Withdrawn Planning Applications as a member of ELDC.
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning decisions – as a member of ELDC.
b. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning applications (1) to (4) – as a member of ELDC and a member of ELDC Planning Committee.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence (b) and (f) as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Housing Strategy Update as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) East Lindsey Messenger as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Withdrawn Planning Applications as a member of ELDC and a member of ELDC Planning Committee.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning decisions – as a member of ELDC and a member of ELDC Planning Committee.
c. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning applications (1) to (4) – as a member of ELDC and a member of ELDC Planning Committee and Portfolio Holder for Planning and The Built Environment.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence (b) and (f) as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Housing Strategy Update as a member of ELDC and as an Executive Director of New Linx Housing Trust.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) East Lindsey Messenger as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Withdrawn Planning Applications as a member of ELDC and a member of ELDC Planning Committee and Portfolio Holder for Planning and The Built Environment.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning decisions – as a member of ELDC and a member of ELDC Planning Committee and Portfolio Holder for Planning and The Built Environment.
d. Councillor T. F. Marris Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning application (2) as the applicant is a customer.
e. Councillor J. Gains
i. Prejudical Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Application (3) a close acquaintance of the applicant.
f. Councillors A. Leonard, Mrs. Makinson-Sanders and Mrs. M. Finch Personal Interests Agenda Item 13) as Trustees of Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd.

686. Committee Minutes
The notes of the meeting of 7th April 2009 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

687. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk reported that she was due to have a meeting with an officer from LCC regarding the various applications for definitive footpaths in the town. She also confirmed that a decision was still awaited from LCC regarding the Kiln Lane application.
688. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority 
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA_Sched_04_21_09) and RESOLVED:

a. Object N/105/0395/09 Land West of Car Park, Newmarket – Object: Insufficient Car Parking provision for occupants of properties, will add to problematic on-street parking issues in this area. On-street parking currently encroaches onto restricted waiting areas reducing the sightline for moving traffic. The 3 storey structure will be too dominant and imposing in this location.
b. Deferred PL\0179\09 Location: GBM Waste Management Ltd Defer decision pending fact finding re: other local installation and feedback from other consultees.
c. Councillor J. Gains left the meeting whilst item No 3. was discussed and voting took place.

All remaining applications were supported.
689. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence had been received: 
a. From: LCC Highways – Re: Maintenance Programmes
Work affecting Louth – Mini Roundabout (Wood Lane) Ongoing; Utilities – Eastfield Road - April; Community Travel Zone – Cornmarket Footway – April; Traffic Regulation Orders – Bridge St, Mount Pleasant and Priory Close / Road – May & June.
b. From: ELDC – Re: East Lindsey CCTV Partnership Agenda Monday 20th April 2009.
c. From: Animal Aid Re: Animal Aid Compassionate Charter – establishing ethical policies. Item will be retained for the ‘Scoping’ meeting to be held shortly.
d. From: LCC Re: Lincolnshire Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund. Closing dates for applications for projects is 15/05/2009 for 2009/10.
e. From: The Learning Shop Re: PCDL Courses for beginners – featuring web design, digital photography and Internet and E-mail taster sessions all based at Lincoln College, Monks Road Lincoln, all tutor led and free of charge.
f. From: ELDC Re: 5 Hill Rise – remedial notice issued in November has now been complied with.
g. From: Spout Yard Park Re: What’s on in 2009 (circulated by email).
h. From: LALC Re: Awards for All – reminder of the National Lottery funded scheme for which Parish Councils are eligible to apply for grants between £300 and £10,000 for community based projects.
690. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publications have been received and are available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. From LCC – Streetscape Design Manual. Councillor C. Finch requested that the Town Clerk acquire an additional copy for his use.
b. The Main Event (Magazine for Event Organisers). The Town Clerk made the Committee aware that she had recently attended an Events Management Course run by VAEL at the Holy Trinity Church Centre.
c. Emda news – Winter Edition 2009.

691. East Lindsey Draft Housing Strategy Update.
Councillors noted the correspondence and that the Town Clerk had requested hard copies of the Strategy. Councillors Mrs. Ottaway, Mrs. Makinson-Sanders, Marris and Treanor were nominated to examine the update and report back to the Committee at the next meeting. 

692. Mercer Row – Traffic
Councillor Coonghe addressed the Committee highlighting issues causing gridlocks in the town such as inconsiderate and illegal parking by both disabled and able bodied drivers, and the location of loading, police and bus bays which he felt impeded the movement of buses, through traffic and emergency vehicles. Other Committee members also mentioned the lack of enforcement being carried out of both traffic offences and weight restrictions through the town and the decriminalisation of parking which may come under the remit of the District Council in the future.


693. Mercer Row –Waiting Restrictions
Committee noted the correspondence received from LCC requesting views on the temporary measures in place with a view to making them permanent. Councillors commented that with regard to the previous item that the temporary measures should not be accepted and that the Town Clerk should invite the relevant officer to a future meeting to discuss the issue.

694. Condition of Roads and Pavements in Louth
Councillor Coonghe addressed Councillors on what he felt was the poor condition of roads and pavements in Louth partly due to the lack of reinstatement by utility companies. He felt that the poor condition led to a greater risk of LCC being exposed to public liability claims in that they were a danger to the public. Councillors recognised that there was a mechanism to report such issues to LCC via their Call Centre and accepted that the issues do get addressed provided that LCC are aware. The Town Clerk was requested to ask the LCC member for Louth South to attend meetings in the new Council session so that there was direct contact to discuss such issues

695. Hubbards Hills Update
Councillor Leonard as Chairman of Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd updated the Committee:
a. That the advisory group and the Trustees had recently met
b. That ELDC had continued to meet their commitments regarding the outstanding work and
c. That the Charity number had now been issued by the Charities Commission.

696. East Lindsey Messenger
The Committee considered a request from Editor of the Messenger, ELDC publication to provide 300 words on why Louth is a special place to visit and the top five cheap things for local families to do. It was RESOLVED that the Mayor in conjunction with Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders would prepare and submit the article.


697. Planning Applications Withdrawn
Committee noted that the following Planning Applications have been withdrawn:

a. N/105/02537/08 74 Monks Dyke Road Erection of 1no. block 3 houses with provision of parking and construction of vehicular access.

b. N/105/02530/08 74 Monks Dyke Road Erection of 1no. block 3 houses with provision of parking and construction of vehicular access.
698. Planning Decisions
Committee noted the following District Council decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations.
a. N/105/00384/09 95 Newmarket – (extension and alterations) Full Planning Permission has been granted. LTC objected stating reasons – use of UPVC within the Conservation area and design not in keeping with the locality. Full reasons for this decision by ELDC are available in the Town Clerk’s office.


b. N/105/00118/09 34 Kidgate – (Replace rear door and windows) Full Planning Permission has been granted. LTC objected stating reasons – use of UPVC in Conservation Area (acknowledged rear of property).
c. N/105/00106/09 and N/105/03622/08 Location: K. Sowter Welding and Fabrications, Spring Gardens both supported by the Planning Committee have been Refused by ELDC – full reasons available in the Town Clerks Office.



The meeting closed at 21:15
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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