
04-07-09MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 7th APRIL 2009
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J. Gains, A. Leonard, J. R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson, D. E. Wing and Mrs. E. Wood.

The Town Clerk Mrs. Linda Blankley, 8 members of the public, 2 invited guests were also present. There were no members of the press present.

A group of residents from the Brackenborough Road Area represented by Mrs. K. Stephenson, spoke on their concerns regarding noise nuisance, emissions and location of the proposed Biomass application. They also expressed their concerns that the Gypsy site application for an adjacent site was due to be considered at the same Planning Meeting of ELDC. 

650. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard, J. Dean and D.M. Skinner; these were approved by the Committee. 

651. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman reminded the Committee that the next Special Area Committee meeting would be held on April 15th at the Pavilion, London Road. He also confirmed that there would be an ELDC Liaison meeting on April 16th and invited agenda items to be put forward to the Town Clerk.

652. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor F. Robertson

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Application (9) – as President of Louth Sports Association.

b. Councillor Mrs. P. F. Watson

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning applications (1) to (13) – as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence (a) as a member of LCC and (b) as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) a) as a member of LCC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Proposed work to trees – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning decisions – as a member of ELDC.
c. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item Agenda Item 7) Planning applications (1) to (13) – as a member of ELDC and member of ELDC Planning Committee. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence (b) as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Proposed work to trees – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning decisions – as a member of ELDC and member of ELDC Planning Committee.
d. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item Agenda Item 7) Planning applications (1) to (13) – as a member of ELDC and Portfolio Holder for Planning and The Built Environment. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence (b) as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 15) Proposed work to trees – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Planning decisions – as a member of ELDC and Portfolio Holder for Planning and The Built Environment.
e. Councillor F.W.P. Treanor
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning applications (11) and (12) as Governor of Monks Dyke Technology College.
f. Councillor K. Sharp
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Application (10) as an acquaintance of the applicant.

653. Presentation by Marco Muia of Oaktree Environmental Ltd and Will Green representing Climate Corporate Advisory services LLP applicants for Wood Biomass Plant, Bolingbroke Road.
Mr Muia gave a PowerPoint presentation with additional information provided by Mr Green, giving the Committee background information to the operating company and agent, and the technology involved in the process to enable the production of energy for sale to the National Grid. The Committee asked questions to clarify the environmental impact of noise and emissions, they also explored the quantity and quality of the fuel feed stock from the adjacent waste transfer station.
The Chairman thanked both for an informative presentation; contact details were left for the benefit of Committee members and members of the public.
654. Committee Minutes
The notes of the meeting of 24th March 2009 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

655. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had no matters on which to report that were not agenda items.
656. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority 
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA_Sched_04_07_09) and RESOLVED:

a. Item (1) N/105/03553/08 Object - Materials / style not appropriate in Conservation Area. Request that enforcement action is in taken to remove signs already in position.
b. Item (2) N/105/01119/09 Object - Materials used for lettering not appropriate in Conservation Area. Size and style of lettering too large for Conservation Area.

c. Item (5) N/105/00301/09 Object - Removes Right of light for neighbouring properties / Over-intensification of site (prefer one property) / lack of amenity space.

d. Item (6) N/105/00302/09 Object - Re-application should be made when acceptable scheme is in place.

e. Item (13) PL\0179\09 Defer LTC response to assess responses to LCC from other statutory Consultations.

All remaining applications were supported.
657. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence had been received: 
a. From: LCC Highways and Traffic Re: Area Reorganisation of East Lindsey Division of LCC Highways and Traffic Section. Local officers for the parish of Louth are Messrs M. Bainborough, D. Girling, and N. Armstrong reporting to Senior Highways Officer Mr V. Sleaford.

b. From: Community Lincs Re: Lincolnshire Best Kept Village and Small Town Competition 2009. Committee noted that maximum population for entry is 7000 and therefore Louth was not eligible.

658. Publications Received
Committee to note that the following publications have been received and are available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. From: LCC A Lasting Difference – A celebration of the RACoL and Multi Use Centre Projects.
b. From: Lincolnshire Assembly – Partnership News Issue 2 11th March 2009
c. From: Wolds News – Lincolnshire Wolds April – September 2009
d. From: Action for Market Towns - insight E-Newsletter Issue 19 March 2009
e. From: Voluntary Action East Lindsey (VAEL) – Training Courses 2008/11
659. East Midlands Regional Plan: Partial Review
Committee noted correspondence received from East Midlands Regional Assembly. Committee RESOLVED that they wished to remain in future consultations regarding the partial review of the Regional plan.

660. Co-option procedure and meeting
It was RESOLVED that the procedure for co-option would be placed on an early agenda of the next Council session. It was also RESOLVED that the co-option meeting for St Margaret’s Ward would be held on Wednesday 22nd April 2009.


661. Vision for Louth Town
The Committee RESOLVED that a scoping meeting should be held early in the next council session to identify the areas that Louth Town Council should establish policies for. The Town Clerk was asked to schedule this.

662. Market Town Awards
The Committee noted the information regarding the Market Town Awards which would be of use for the future.  

663. Street Collections (ELDC)
The Committee approved of the following street collection:

a. The Royal National Lifeboat Association – Wednesday 1st July 2009.

664. Proposed Work to Trees
Councillors noted and supported the proposed work to trees:
a. 64 Crowtree Lane – Fell 1 No Sycamore Tree and 2 No Cherry Trees – Reasons: Trees are causing damage to wall and patio, prevent damage to telephone lines and prevent overcrowding.
b. Elms Care Home – Remove 6No. Ornamental Conifers with Tree Preservation Orders. Reasons: work required as they are very dense and their size and depth are blocking a lot of natural light. The applicant is proposing to replace the tress with an additional (to 2 existing) Silver Birch.
c. 12 Lee Street (within the Conservation Area) – Remove 1No Ash Tree Reasons: tree has been badly pruned in the past and has damage to the main stem, and has pushed over a wall. No mention of replacement in the proposal.

665. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following variances:
a. ELDC have refused Planning Permission– N/105/00158/09 Melverley, 4 Swallow Drive Reasons: Ridge height and Dormer windows would fail to reflect the character of the parent building and dwellings at entrance to Swallow Drive.
The meeting closed at 21:53
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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