
04-07-09MINS GPF
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 7th april 2009
Present
Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J. Gains, A. Leonard, J. R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson,  B.R. Williamson, D. E. Wing and Mrs. E. Wood.

The Town Clerk Mrs L.J. Blankley and 2 members of the public were also present.


666. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard, J. Dean and D.M. Skinner. These were approved by the Committee.

667. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make.


668. Declarations of Interest 
The following interests were declared:
a. Item 8. Hubbards Hills - Councillors A. Leonard, D.E. Wing, Mrs J. Makinson-Sanders and Mrs M. Finch - Personal Interest as Trustees of Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd.
b. Councillor Mrs P.F. Watson – 
i. Item 7. Refuse Bins, Charles Street – Personal Interest as a member of ELDC and LCC
ii. Item 8. Hubbards Hills – Personal Interest as a member of ELDC.

669. Committee Minutes
The notes of the last meeting held on 10th March 2009 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


670. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had no matters outstanding on which to report.

671. K6 Telephone Boxes in Louth 
The Town Clerk reported back to the Committee her findings regarding the three remaining K6 boxes in Louth. She informed Councillors that although there was no iminent threat to the boxes there was an underlying risk that one of the two in Rosemary Lane could be removed due to the close proximity to each other without consultation. She also informed the Committee that Louth Town Council could enter into a sponsorship agreement with BT for a maximum of £500 per annum per box. The Committee requested that the Town Clerk look into having the boxes protected by ‘Spot Listing’ by the Department of the Environment and report back to a future meeting.

672. Refuse Receptacle Charles Street
Councillor Mrs. Ottaway apprised the Committee of the history to the agenda item – that she had been approached by a member of the public and that the bin in this location had been set on fire recently. Councillor Mrs. Watson informed the Committee that extensive work had recently been undertaken with further work planned to Charles Street Recreation Ground to improve security and street furniture in the area.
673. Hubbards Hills Maintenance
a. Councillor Leonard reported on the handover process from ELDC and confirmed the majority of work had been completed with some projects to be finalised in April.
b. Committee RESOLVED that a letter be sent to ELDC confirming that full responsibility for Hubbards Hills has been accepted by Louth Town Council.
c. Committee RESOLVED that a letter of thanks be sent to ELDC officers - Roy Ormsby, Pat Kissane and Martin Sollis who were heavily involved in the transfer process ensuring a smooth transition.
d. Councillor Leonard reported that charitable status of Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd had now been confirmed by the Charities Commission.
e. Councillor Leonard also apprised the Committee of the proposed Trustees of Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd.
f. Councillors noted that an interim transfer of £5,000 had been made to Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd to facilitate operational arrangements.
The Mayor and Councillors thanked Councillors Leonard, Mrs Makinson-Sanders, Wing and Mrs Finch for all of the work that had been involved in the creation of the Trust and a successful transfer process from ELDC.

674. Request for Donation
Committee RESOLVED that a donation should not be made to the Coast and Country Bus Club as it was not a Louth based service.

675. Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) Affiliation 2009 -2010
Committee RESOLVED that a fee of £25 be paid for affiliation to the Lincolnshire Branch for one year and that the benefits would be monitored before committing to subsequent years.


676. Local Councils and Markets Seminar
Committee to consider sending representative(s) to Local Councils and Markets Seminar to be held at Lichfield on April 28th 2009 (attached). Committee to note that there is no entrance fee but travel expenses will require authorisation and that ELDC will be represented at the Seminar.

677. Annual Subscriptions:
Committee RESOLVED that the following be authorised:
a. From : LALC – Annual Subscription 2009/10 (Including Local Council Review publication) - £1252.00 Excl. VAT
b. From: AMT – Annual Membership (Towns over 15,000 populations) £210.00 Excl. VAT.

678. Annual Insurance: 
This item was withdrawn due to the information not being available for the meeting.

The meeting closed at 22:27.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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