
03-10-09MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 10th march 2009
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J. Gains, A. Leonard, J. R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and B.R. Williamson.

The Town Clerk Mrs. Linda Blankley, her acting secretary Miss Yasmin Shah, and 1 member of the public were also present.

600. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Dean, Mrs. M.W. Finch, Mrs. P. F. Watson, and D. E. Wing. These were approved by the Committee. 

601. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman confirmed that Stuart Davy would be giving a talk on Sustainable Communities at the next meeting, and that expert advice was in the process of being arranged regarding the Biomass Plant.

Councillor Mrs P.F. Watson arrived at 20:02

602. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning applications (1) to (9) – as a member of ELDC and member of ELDC Planning Committee. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) b) and c) Area Committee Meetings– as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Proposed work to trees – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda item 14) Proposed Funfair – as a member of ELDC.
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning applications (1) to (9) – as a member of ELDC and the Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) b) and c) Area Committee Meetings– as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC and 11(e) as an employee of the Alzheimer’s Society.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Proposed work to trees – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda item 14) Proposed Funfair – as a member of ELDC.

c. Councillor Mrs. P. F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning applications (1) to (9) – as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Correspondence as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) b) and c) Area Committee Meetings– as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Proposed work to trees – as a member of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Street Lighting – as a member of LCC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda item 14) Proposed Funfair – as a member of ELDC.

d. Councillor A. Leonard
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning application (8) as a business associate of the applicant.
e. Councillor E. Ballard
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Planning Application (8) as a member of the applicants.
603. Committee Minutes
The notes of the meeting of 24th February 2009 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Councillor Mrs M. Finch arrived at 20:06.

604. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
Councillor C. Finch requested that an update be received on recent matters raised.
605. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA_Sched_03_10_09) and RESOLVED:

a. Object to N/105/03497/08 34 Kidgate – Reasons: Use of UPVC in a Conservation Area (at rear).
b. Support with condition - N/105/0289/09 114 Horncastle Road - renewable energy sources are used wherever possible.
c. Object to N/105/0384/09 95 Newmarket – Reasons: Use of UPVC in a Conservation Area and design not in keeping with locality.
d. Object to N/105/0453/09 Land at Riverhead – no conditions should be allowed to be varied.

All remaining applications were supported.
606. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence had been received: 
a. From:– LCC Re: Call Connect Bus Timetables and Routes (In Office) 

607. Publications Received
Committee to note that the following publications have been received and are available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. Community Lincs February Update

b. Clerks and Councils Direct March 2009 Issue 62 

c. Lincolnshire Assembly -  Partnership News Issue 1 25th February 2009

d. Action for Market Towns – Big Ideas for Small Towns – Town Centre Services
Councillors RESOLVED that items (a), (c) and (d) should be distributed electronically in future with hard copies available for those without facilities or on request.
608. Councillors Reports
Councillors reported back on the following recent meeting / events:
a. Fairtrade Fortnight – Councillor Sharp reported that the Fairtrade group had had a successful fortnight culminating in a Coffee Morning with entertainment in the Town Hall.

b. Special Area Committee Meeting (2nd March 2009). Official representatives and individual Councillors had attended the meeting held at The Pavilion, London Road. All commented that it had been a successful meeting with many different community groups represented such as farmers in particular. There was a follow-up meeting planned in the near future and it was likely that a smaller group would be formed to take forward various issues. Councillor Leonard opined that Louth Town Council should establish clear policies and provide representatives to the group. Councillor C. Finch commented that the group should be formalised and correctly constituted.

c. Area Committee Meeting (9th March 2009). Town Council representatives commented that it had been an informative meeting particularly the presentation on Waste enforcement (hand-out tabled) and the new initiative that were being introduced in the Louth Area. Councillors also commented that the meeting was poorly attended by smaller Parishes included in this ‘Area’. 

d. Market Towns Event hosted by Lincolnshire Enterprise. Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders attended the meeting but was unable to report due to the matters being confidential, but commented that there should hopefully be good news for Louth shortly. She had also had the opportunity to network with representatives from ELDC and Action for Market Towns.

609. Louth Hospital Referrals
Councillor Mrs Makinson-Sanders raised an issue that had arisen from the ‘Choose and Book’ system which had resulted in a local patient being treated in Peterborough when Louth Hospital could have offered the procedure. The matter had been raised at the East Lindsey Locality Community Health Forum and a reply was awaited. Councillor Skinner also offered to raise the matter at the next Patient Participation Panel meeting.
Councillors RESOLVED that a letter should be sent by the Town Clerk to outline the concerns of the Committee regarding the threat to the viability of Louth Hospital.

610. Street Collections (ELDC)
The Committee approved of the following street collections:

a. Red Nose Day (Comic Relief) - Friday 13th March 2009 by Mrs J. Grace-Jones in Town Centre.

b. Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 31st October to 7 November 2009.

c. NSPCC – Saturday 2nd May 2009

d. Lincoln and Lindsey Blind Society – Saturday 4th July 2009 

e. Alzheimer’s Society – Saturday 11th July 2009

611. Proposed Work to Trees
Councillors noted and supported the proposed work to trees:
a. Tree felling at St James Church triangle (attached). Councillors commented that the work had already taken place and that unfortunately many spring flowers had been damaged in the process.
b. Tree felling at Louth Canal. No further comments.

612. Street Lighting (LCC)
Committee noted that notification has been received from LCC that the existing street lighting columns on Chestnut Drive are to be replaced as part of their programme for 2009/10. This will comply with current British Standards using columns 6 metres in height and a modern lantern with ‘white light’ source. The majority of the positions will remain the same. (Plan available in the office or on the night).
Councillors also noted that confirmation has been received that the requested review of Gospelgate lighting (Eastern End) will take place shortly.
There were no further comments from Councillors.

613. Proposed Funfair (ELDC)
Committee raised no objections to the request for the proposed by Mr Pearson on the Northgate (East) Car Park, Louth from Tuesday 12th May until Monday 18th May 2009.

614. Planning Decisions
There were no planning decisions that were at a variance to those of the Committee to report on.


The meeting closed at 21:15
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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