
03-10-09MINS GPF
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 10th March 2009
Present
Councillor B. Burnett (in the chair)
Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J. Gains, A. Leonard, J. R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and B.R. Williamson.

The Town Clerk Mrs L.J. Blankley, her acting secretary Miss Yasmin Shah, and 1 member of the public were also present.


615. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Dean and D. E. Wing. These were approved by the Committee.

616. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make.


617. Declarations of Interest 
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) as a relative of the applicant.

618. Committee Minutes
The notes of the last meeting held on 3rd February 2009 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


619. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had no matters outstanding on which to report.

620. Mayoral Succession 
The Mayor at the request of the Chairman informed Committee members that the nominee of the Mayoral Selection Committee was Councillor K. Sharp. The Mayor proposed that Councillor Sharp be the Mayor Elect, this was seconded by Councillor Robertson. There being no further nominations it was unnanimously RESOLVED that Councillor Sharp be the Mayor Elect for the council year 2009/10.

621. Finance
Committee approved on the recommendation of FOG:
a. Schedules of Expenditure and Income for Months 1 to 9 2008/09.
b. Schedules showing Cashbook Payments and Receipts for Months 7,8 and 9.
622. ELDC Councillor Community Grants
Committee noted that the following funds have been received from District Councillors Community Grants.
a. The sums of £206 and £294 totalling £500 from Councillor C. Finch for the purpose of future Art Group Projects.

b. 
The sum of £250 from Councillor Mrs P. Watson to provide a cycle rack, this being a new facility at London Road Cemetery.
The Mayor thanked both Councillors for the allocation of these monies.
Councillor Leonard added that The Hubbards Hills Trust had unfortunately been unable to accept a proposed contribution from 2 other members of ELDC as the Trust had not been sufficiently advanced to accept a transaction in the time-scale required.

623. Application for Grant
Committee RESOLVED that a grant for £250 be given to Louth Run for Life.

624. Art Restoration Working Group
Committee considered various proposals from Art Restoration Group 

a. Committee RESOLVED that Civic Regalia specialists Vaughtons be engaged to visit Louth Town Hall to examine the Mayors Civic Chain and Maces and provide a quotation and report identifying work required and receive advice on storage facilities. The cost of the visit was authorised at 50pence per mile.( Estimated cost £120.00 to be funded from Civic Property Budget Head).
b. Committee RESOLVED that event(s) be held on Wednesday June 3rd 2009 to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the death of William Brown for students of local schools in the afternoon followed by a further event in the evening. The Art Restoration group were authorised to invite Kiffy Stainer-Hutchins to give both lectures at a cost of £200 to be funded from the Panorama budget head.
c. The Committee RESOLVED, after considering a schedule showing the potential costs for preparing a report, that Ms C. Vincent be authorised to carry out the necessary works to relocate and house the Charters. The Committee noted that this would be at a cost of materials only and would include the purchase of a suitable storage unit, to be funded from the Earmarked reserve created for this purpose.
d. Christmas Crib figures – Committee noted that figures are currently in storage in the Town Hall basement due to lack of suitable alternatives and that the group are currently looking at this issue. 
e. Louth Town Council Paintings in storage – Committee noted that the Art Group is currently looking at the items and considering possible display locations within the Town Hall.
f. Wallis Watercolours – Committee noted that correspondence has been received from a local resident regarding perceived financial opportunities through producing copies of the paintings. This item will be subject to further consideration by the Art Group at a future date including their relocation within the Mayors Parlour.
625. Julian Bower
Councillors noted that correspondence has now been received regarding the compensation due re: entitlements and the previous tenant. Councillors RESOLVED that the full compensation be paid to the outgoing tenant to ensure flexibility of future use. Committee also noted that there have been some expressions of interest received regarding the future of the land.

626. Floral Enhancement
Committee received a report from Councillor Skinner regarding his recent visit to the East Midlands in Bloom Seminar at Market Bosworth. Councillor Skinner called upon relevant community groups to be invited to join the Floral Working group to promote the project. It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to Gary Sergeant (ELDC) and all 7 District Councillors and request that they consider an application of grant funds available. Councillor Skinners’ expenses were noted.

The meeting closed at 21:57.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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