
02-24-09MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 24th february 2009
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, A. Leonard, J. R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor and B.R. Williamson.

The Town Clerk Mrs. Linda Blankley, her acting secretary Miss Yasmin Shah, 12 members of the public, 2 invited guests and 1 member of the press were also present.

There were 4 representations within the public forum:

1. A local resident stated that his garage is not shown and that there is no access provided on the plans. 
2. Another local resident opined that there are not enough car parking spaces in Louth and if the Queen Street plan proceeds around 20- 25 car parking spaces will be lost. The second point raised was that on the plans show trees which are in his opinion too close to their homes, his final point was that there is an outstanding drainage issue with the level of the car park which still needs to be resolved by ELDC.

3. Another local resident was concerned about the height of the building and whether or not it will make the access to her home dark. She also expressed concern about the car park itself and whether it will be locked at night, opening hours and whether patients attending the GP premises would be expected to pay fees.
4. The final local resident to address Councillors mentioned that he felt that he had been given too short a time to consider the application, Councillor Burnett replied that the 21 days notice is statutory. He also opined that his main concern was the size of the building floor area at 27,000 sq ft which he felt is too large for the Conservation area. His final point concerned the traffic flow and that the plans do not clearly show the traffic direction and access around the new development.

All of the above were informed that they should also make their District Councillor aware of their concerns.

5. Finally Councillor Ottaway informed occupants of the Chamber of a fund raising event for the Royal British Legion funds.
568. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D. E. Wing, Mrs. P. F. Watson, J. E. Gains and J. Dean. These were approved by the Committee. 

569. Presentation by ULHT Chairman David Bowles and Mike Speakman Director of Facilities and estates regarding proposals to create a foundation hospital trust

Messrs Bowles and Speakman gave a power-point presentation which outlined the reasons for the proposals, the consultation process and the membership format. They confirmed that care would remain free at the point of delivery, that they would be able to respond to local demands based on the surety of funding through 3 year contracts. Councillors were asked to support their ambition to become a foundation trust. Points raised by councillors included that fact that there had been insufficient notice of the public event in Louth, that this move may affect the GP cluster aspirations at the hospital and that the large number of members would prove an administrative burden. The responses included the fact that the consultation process had concentrated on engaging the district councils around which members would be based, that there would be no impact on the integration of GP’s at Louth Hospital although it was acknowledged that there was still an issue over site ownership and that the size of the membership would add value to the organisation. Queries were also raised regarding the role of the Strategic Health Authority and the consultation of local GP’s and Health forums. It was agreed by David Bowles that an extension to the consultation would be approved in order that the Committee could consult with local GP’s and other groups.

Councillor E. Ballard arrived at 8.02pm

570. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman referred to the agenda for a Special Area Committee meeting to be held on Monday 2nd March 2009 that had been tabled. Councillors opined that there had not been sufficient notice given of the meeting to ensure that representatives could adequately represent Louth Town Council but that they welcomed the initiative to bring different groups together.

571. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning applications (1) to (9) – as a member of ELDC and member of ELDC Planning Committee. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) ELDC –b., and d.,– as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Proposed work to trees (ELDC) – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda item 12) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning applications (1)-(9) – as a member of ELDC and the Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment and (3) as a Board Member of the applicants New Linx Housing Trust. . 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) ELDC –b., and d.,– as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Proposed work to trees (ELDC) – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda item 12) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.

572. Committee Minutes
The notes of the meeting of  3rd February 2009 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
573. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had no matters outstanding to report on.
574. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA_Sched_02_24_09) and RESOLVED:

a. 03627/08 and 03628/02: 32 Queen street, Louth –that a deferment by ELDC should be requested to resolve queries relating to access and service connections. 

b. 0179/09 GBM Waste management LTD, Bolingbroke Road, Louth, Decision to be deferred pending a request that the Town Clerk was asked to organise a presentation in support of this application from the appropriate bodies due to the uniqueness of the project.
c. All remaining applications were supported.


575. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence has been received.
a. ELDC – Re: Correspondence to ELDC – Hubbards Hills Louth.
b. ELDC – Re: ELDC Audit Commission Rating 
c. LCC – Re: Public rights of way – Access Mapping and the definitive map.
d. ELDC – East Lindsey CCTV Partnership .Re: January statistics. Councillors noted that statistics for Louth have been requested.

576. Irish Hill (School Bus access)
The Committee discussed the issues and RESOLVED that:

a. Whilst any extra walking would be seen as a healthy initiative to use the Bus Station as a collection point would be impractical due to the number of different schools and bus routes in use.

b. That a letter should be sent to LCC with a copy to the County Councillor expressing their concerns over the use of Irish Hill and Love Lane in dangerous weather conditions.

577. Louth Grimsby Road/ Bridge Street Proposed Waiting Restrictions
Councillors noted and approved the new proposals and commented that they were pleased that LCC had incorporated their additional requests to the scheme.

578. Proposed work to trees (ELDC)
Councillors noted and supported the proposals of work to trees at 64 Crowtree Lane.

579. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following planning decisions which were at a variance to the Town Council:
a.  N/105/03466/08–40 Northgate, Louth, Alterations to existing boundary wall for the provision of timber doors. ELDC refused planning permission which Louth Town Council had supported this application at its meeting on 6/01/2009.
b. N/105/03609/08 – Dixon VW Dealership, Consent to display an advertisement. ELDC refused consent to display an advertisement which Louth Town Council had supported this application at its meeting on 6/01/2009.
The meeting closed at 21.30
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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