02-24-09MINS CEM
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

CEMETERY COMMITTEE

held in the CHAPEL, LONDON ROAD CEMETERY 

ON TUESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2009
Present
Councillor K. Sharp (in the chair)

Councillors:
Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard J.P., J.P. Dean J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson,.

The Town Clerk Mrs. Linda Blankley and Councillor C. Finch were also present.


558. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Coonghe and Treanor. These were approved by the Committee.

Councillor Macdonald arrived at 10.03

559. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman had no remarks to make. 

560. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
561. Committee Minutes
The notes of the last meeting held on 20th January 2009 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

562. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk circulated copies of past minutes for 10th July 2007 and 20th May 2008 which confirmed that the committee was made up of 10 members these being Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard, J.P., Coonghe, J.P. Dean, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharp and Treanor and two vacancies created by the resignations of Councillors Lione and Leonard.

563. Publications Received
Committee noted that the following publications have been received and are available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. From: Ministry of Justice Re: Managing the Safety of Burial Ground Memorials (attached).
b. From: Federation of Burial and Cremation Authorities Re: Winter 2009.

Committee members welcomed the common sense approach that has been taken in the production of the MOJ guidance (a).
564. Wildflower Meadow
The Committee considered the conversion of a designated area of the cemetery using the model from ‘Caring for Gods Acres’ scheme in Herefordshire, to support the Floral Enhancement Group and future ‘In Bloom’ schemes. The Town Clerk was asked to:
a. Make contact with Sleaford Town Council (Cemetery) with a view to advice following their ‘In Bloom’ success.
b. To consider the area adjacent to the All Weather Pitch to tidy up the area.
c. To obtain advice regarding the potential problem of ‘contaminating’ non designated areas.

and to report back to a future meeting of the committee.
565. Probation Service 
The Committee requested that the Town Clerk contact the Probation Service with a view to creating a project to restore / improve the First Class Areas and report back to a future meeting. 
566. Damaged Headstones
The Committee considered making repairs to the following:

a. Damaged headstone Compartment 218 Grave-space 72.

b. Repairing large cross commemorating Past Mayor Hurd Hickling and family

and RESOLVED that

c. Repairs should be made to 218/72 at a cost of £225.00 and

d. That the Town Clerk should obtain a quote for repairing the cross re: Hurd Hickling and bring this matter back to a future agenda.


567. Grass Maintenance Tender
Committee noted that the Town Clerk and Cemetery Superintendent are to produce specifications for all areas of the cemetery. 


The meeting closed at: 10:40am
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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