
02-03-09MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 3rd february 2009
Present:
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Leonard, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing.


The Town Clerk Mrs. Linda Blankley, her acting secretary Miss Yasmin Shah, 5 members of the public, 1 invited guest and 1 member of the press were also present.

There were 3 representations within the public forum:

1. A Councillor speaking as a member of the public raised the issue of wheelie bins not being placed in satisfactory locations after being emptied. Councillors recommended that the ELDC website be used to register the complaint which would necessitate the logging of the incident and produce a response.
2. A local resident opined that Louth was lacking the provision of entertainment for youths such as a skate board park. He was made aware by Councillors that various proposals had been supported in the past but had not come to fruition for a variety of reasons and that there did indeed currently exist a campaign group for such a project.

3. A member of the Keep Louth Special group spoke to Agenda Item 14) confirming that they had challenged ELDC over the use of reports with regard to supermarkets in Louth and as yet had received no reply. He also emphasized that their issues were arising over the potential sale and use of the Cattle Market site and that they would be supporting other retail site proposals such as Queen Street and Eve Street sites. They were putting forward a coherent vision and plan with positive suggestions with a unified voice.
529. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors F. Robertson and J. Macdonald. These were approved by the Committee. 

530. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman invited Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson - Sanders to speak to query ambulance protocols used to prioritise a recent emergency call to a local residents home. Standing Orders were suspended to allow a proposal that the Council should send a letter to EMAS to query the protocols. This was seconded and supported by councillors.
The Chairman also relayed comments from local residents that related to the current height and mass of the Leisure Centre which is currently being constructed.

531. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Question and Answer session with Simon Machen Business Manager Planning and Built Environment– as a member of ELDC and a member of ELDC Planning Committee.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning applications (1) to (6) – as a member of ELDC and member of ELDC Planning Committee. 
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) ELDC – a., and e., Correspondence from ELDC – as a member of ELDC.

iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Draft Landscape Character Assessment as a member of ELDC and of ELDC Planning Policy Committee.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 14) Keep Louth Special as land referred to is property of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 16) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 17) Proposed work to trees (ELDC) – as a member of ELDC.
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 18) Planning Appeal 12 Seymour Avenue (ELDC) – as a member of ELDC.
ix. Personal Interest – Agenda item 19) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning applications (1) to (6) – as a member of ELDC and the Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment. 
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) ELDC – a., and e., Correspondence from ELDC – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Question and Answer session with Simon Machen Business Manager Planning and Built Environment– as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Draft Landscape Character Assessment as a member of ELDC and the Portfolio Holder for the Built Environment. 
v. Interest – Agenda Item 14) Keep Louth Special as land referred to is property of ELDC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 17) Proposed work to trees (ELDC) – as a member of ELDC.
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 18) Planning Appeal 12 Seymour Avenue (ELDC) – as a member of ELDC.
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda item 19) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC.
ix. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 16) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC.
c. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 6) Question and Answer session with Simon Machen Business Manager Planning and Built Environment– as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (6) – as a member of ELDC and (4) as a personal acquaintance of the applicant.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) a., and e., Correspondence from ELDC – as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) Schools Admission Consultation as a member of LCC.

v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 12) Highways, maintenance programme January/ February/ March (Received Electronically from LCC, Highways and traffic) – as a member of LCC.
vi. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Draft Landscape Character Assessment as a member of ELDC and of ELDC Planning Policy Committee. Not a member of this
vii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 16) Street Collections – as a member of ELDC.
viii. Personal Interest – Agenda item 17) Proposed work to trees (ELDC) – as a member of ELDC.
ix. Personal Interest - Planning Appeal 18)12 Seymour Avenue as a member of ELDC.
x. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 19) Planning decisions - as a member of ELDC.
d. Councillor F. W. P. Treanor

i. Personal Interest- Agenda item 11) Schools Admission Policy as a School Governor.


e. Councillor D. Wing

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 18) Planning Appeal as an acquaintance of the appellant.


f. Councillor F. Coonghe – Agenda Item 11) Schools Admission Policy as a School Governor.


g. Councillor Mrs M. Ottaway

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (4) as an acquaintance of the applicant.

h. Councillor T. Marris

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (4) as a customer.

532. Committee Minutes
The notes of the meeting of 20th January 2009 were discussed, approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
533. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had no matters outstanding to report on.
534. Question and Answer session with Simon Machen Business Manager Planning and Built Environment.
Mr Machen provided extensive and detailed answers to a number of questions that had been advanced to him as well as ad-hoc responses to new queries including the reassurance to councillors that local views and knowledge were important and taken into account when applications were considered although the use of policies was paramount. The questions ranged from Conservation Area applications to solutions for drainage on developments and consultations with other agencies to ‘garden grabbing’.
It was proposed, seconded and supported that a letter of thanks be forwarded to Mr Machen for this very informative session. 
535. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA_Sched_02_03_09) and RESOLVED:

a. 03296/08 Westwood, Spital Hill, Louth -Objected: Not in keeping with surroundings, materials not suitable for adjacent to conservation area, structure not enhancing appearance of area.

b. 03622/08 K. Sowter Welding and Fabrications, Spring Gardens - Supported: The Town Clerk was asked to clarify the named location with the planning authority.

c. All remaining applications were supported.


536. Correspondence
The Committee noted that the following correspondence had been received:
 
a. ELDC – Re: ADAS report, the Town Clerk was asked to acknowledge the letter.
b. Lincolnshire Police Authority – Re: On- line budget survey.
c. Lincoln and Lindsey Blind Society – Re: Parish council grants.
d. LALC – Re: Rainwater disposal sewage charge relief.
e. ELDC – Re: Stuart Davey, Strategic Director (briefing note), The Sustainable Communities Act 2007. The Town Clerk was asked to invite Mr Davey to a future meeting of the committee.

537. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publications had been received and were available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. NALC News – Direct Information Service (DIS) Issue 701 26 January 2009-01-29

b. Clerks and Councils Direct Issue 61 January 2009 

c. Inspire – Community Lincs Briefing Papers (1) January 2009 & (2) January 22 2009. Councillors to note that these have also been circulated electronically.

d. NHS Lincolnshire Research Newsletter Spring 2009 – Research and You (attached)

e. Lincs2gether (Funded by European Social Fund) – Training Events Brochure for voluntary and community organisations. January to March 2009.

f. United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust – Consultation Document. To be tabled. Reference document re – presentation by ULHT to LTC 24th February 2009. Councillors noted that a corporate response would be made on 10th March 2009.
538. New Routine Agenda Items
Councillors discussed the proposal and RESOLVED that guests would be invited when issues arise or when Councillors need to be informed.

539. Schools Admissions Consultation
It was RESOLVED that Councillors would respond as individuals and that there would not be a corporate reply.
 
540. Highways Maintenance Programme January/ February/ March.
Councillors noted the programmed works. Councillor Mrs Ottaway encouraged all members to take responsibility for their own ward and to report any remaining issues concerning blocked gullies after a suitable elapse of time.
541. Draft Landscape Character Assessment
Councillors RESOLVED that comments should be passed to the Town Clerk for collation and presenting to ELDC.
542. Keep Louth Special Group Report
The group and their initiatives were discussed at length by Councillors and it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to acknowledge the report and encourage the continued interest in community affairs.
543. Parish and Town Assembly
Councillors noted the request for topics to use at the next Parish and Towns Assembly and that they should forward these to the Town Clerk.
544. Street Collections
The Town Clerk confirmed that the correct date should read Saturday 19th September 2009. The Committee raised no objections to the street collection.
545. Proposed work to trees (ELDC)
Councillors supported the request for the work to trees at St James Court.

546. Planning Appeal
Councillors RESOLVED that there should be no additional comments provided regarding the appeal at 12 Seymour Avenue and that their original objection should remain.

547. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following planning decisions which were at a variance to the Town Council:
a.  N/105/03295/08 – 95 Newmarket, Louth, Rear Extension and alterations to existing dwelling. ELDC refused planning permission which Louth Town Council had supported this application at its meeting on 16/12/2008.
b. N/105/03525/08 – 48 James Street, To Continue to site a portable building . ELDC refused Planning Permission which Louth Town Council had supported this application at its meeting on 6/12/2008.
The meeting closed at 22:10
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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