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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, LOUTH 
ON TUESDAY 20TH JANUARY 2009
Present


The Mayor, Councillor F.W.P. Treanor (in the chair)
Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, Mrs. M. Ottaway MBE, F. Robertson, K. Sharpe, D.M. Skinner, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley, her Acting Secretary Miss Y. Shah, 1 Member of the public and 1 Member of the Press were also present.
494. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A. Leonard JP. This was approved by the Committee.

495. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman announced that he had received a letter from Ms K. Levy thanking the council for their kind wishes following the death of her father.

496. Declarations of Interest
Councillor Mrs P. F. Watson declared any agenda items connected to ELDC or LCC. There were no further declarations of interest.

497. Council Minutes
The minutes of the following meeting were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting:
a. Robed Town Council – 16th December 2008 


498. Committee Minutes
The minutes of the following meetings were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of those meetings:
a. Planning and Environment Committee – 2nd December 2008
b. General Purposes and Finance Committee – 2nd December 2008

c. Planning and Environment Committee – 16th December 2008

499. Councillor Vacancies
Councillors noted that the Co-option meeting for the vacancy for St James Ward will be Tuesday 10th March 2009 with a closing date for applications from qualifying candidates of Friday 27th February 2009. Councillors also noted that the vacancy in St Margarets ward created by the resignation of Councillor Lione has been officially reported to ELDC.

500. Town Centre Floral Enhancement
Following a proposal by Councillor D. Skinner the Council RESOLVED to approve the use of up to £1,500 of current year under-spend being vired to Tourism / Promotions budget head and carried forward if required - this is on the proviso that detailed costs are made available to GP & F Committee from the Floral Enhancement Working Group.


501. Budget and Precept 2009/10
The Town Council RESOLVED :
a. The precept/budget requirement for the Cemetery Committee as shown on the attached sheet ‘Precept_Budget_Final_Minutes_06012009_CEM’ was approved.
b. The precept/budget requirement for the General Purposes and Finance Committee as shown on the attached sheet ‘Precept_Budget_Final_Minutes_06012009_GPF’ was approved.
c. That the precept requirement for Louth Town Council for 2009/10 be £189,230. 
d. That the precept requirement be notified forthwith to East Lindsey District Council

Councillors commented that they were unhappy with the content of press coverage relating to the previous GP & F meeting on 6th January 2009 in which quotes were used out of context and were not objective.

502. Proposed Louth 21 Group
Councillors considered the proposals from the Louth Chamber of Business and RESOLVED that it would not be appropriate for the Town Council as an elected body to be part of this campaign group, but that they would be happy to hear any proposals from the group should it be formed, and that the Town Clerk respond with a letter to this effect as a matter of courtesy.

503.  Hubbards Hills Trust Ltd
Councillors RESOLVED to authorise the Town Clerk / Chairman to sign papers to confirm that Louth Town Council will act as guarantor of the company – the guarantee being limited to an amount of £1.

504. Fairtrade Group
Councillor K. Sharp informed Councillors of the forthcoming Fairtrade Fortnight which will be promoted in Louth on the 7th March 2009 and will consist of a Market, Theatrical Activities and cooking demonstrations in the town. Councillors also considered a request from the Louth Fairtrade group to accommodate Fairtrade ‘signage’ on the Louth Town Signs at the gateways to the town. Councillors RESOLVED to refuse the request.

505. Communities in Control: Real people, real power: Code of recommended practice on local authority publicity – A consultation.
Council considered the above consultation and RESOLVED that delegated responsibility be given to Councillors Mrs Ottaway, Mrs Makinson-Sanders and Marris to peruse the code of practice and make an appropriate response on behalf of Louth Town Council by 12th March 2009.

506. Mayors Announcements
The Mayor tabled a schedule of engagements that he had attended between 21st November 2008 and 20th January 2009. He informed Councillors that he had attended an 80th Birthday celebration held that day for former Mayor David Kaye and presented a card and a birthday cake from the Town Council.
The meeting closed at 20:17
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)                Dated_________________________
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