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LOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the ANNUAL Meeting of LOUTH Town Council

held in the Town Hall, Louth on Friday 16h May 2008
Present
The Mayor (Councillor J.R. Macdonald), in the Chair

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A.M. Lione, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson and D.E. Wing 

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L. Blankley and her Secretary Mrs. L. Phillips were also present.

1. Election of Town Mayor
It was proposed by Councillor J.R. Macdonald and seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway that Councillor F.W.P. Treanor be elected Mayor of Louth to hold office until the Annual Meeting of the Council in 2009. There being no other nominations a vote was taken and the Mayor declared that Councillor F.W.P. Treanor was unanimously elected. 

2. Acceptance of Office
Councillor F.W.P. Treanor made the official Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair.


3. Mayor’s Address
The Mayor thanked fellow Councillors for their support and confidence in electing him to be the next Mayor.  He said that his wife, Jane and he were looking forward to an exciting and fulfilling year representing the Town and its people.  He also thanked everyone who sent cards, letters, emails etc., congratulating them and offering them their best wishes.

4. Vote of Thanks
The Mayor proposed a vote of thanks to the immediate past Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald.  The vote of thanks was seconded by Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson and passed unanimously.


5. Presentation of Arms of the Town
The Mayor presented a replica of the Arms of Louth to Councillor J.R. Macdonald as a token of the Council's appreciation of his services during his mayoralty.  

In turn, Councillor J.R. Macdonald then presented a replica of the Arms of Louth to Mr. J.K. Stanbridge the Chairman of Louth Navigation Trust.  Mr. Stanbridge thanked the outgoing Mayor and various other people.  Councillor J.R. Macdonald then presented gifts to his wife and the outgoing Mayoress, Mrs. P. Macdonald, Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch and Councillor C. Finch as the outgoing Deputy Mayor and Consort, the Mayor’s Serjeant, Mr. J. Dixon and Canon S. Holdaway, the Mayor’s Chaplain.  

6. Reply of the Retiring Mayor
Councillor J.R. Macdonald spoke of how he had had a fantastic year.  He told Councillors that when he had had the privilege of being Mayor in 1988 he had only travelled outside of Louth 3 times to functions.  However, this year he had attended many events outside of Louth and even outside of the County.  He thanked the people of the town and said he was very proud to be living in Louth.  He thanked his wife and the retiring Mayoress, Mrs. P. Macdonald for all her support and said he knew that she had enjoyed the year as much as he had.  

7. Election of Deputy Mayor
It was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor F.W.P. Treanor and seconded by Councillor D.M. Skinner that Councillor J.R. Macdonald be elected Deputy Mayor to hold office until the Annual Meeting of the Council in 2009. There being no other nominations a vote was taken following which the Mayor declared that Councillor J.R. Macdonald was elected as Deputy Mayor and he was invested with the badge of office.


8. Appointment of Chaplain
The Mayor announced that Father Paul Lloyd the new Priest at St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church had agreed to be Mayor's Chaplain during his term of office.

9. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Leonard and B.R. Williamson.  These were approved by the Council.

10. Minutes of Council Meeting
The notes of the Meeting of the Robed Town Council meeting held on 22nd April 2008 were approved and signed as a correct record.

11. Committees of the Council
On a proposal by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway, it was RESOLVED by a vote of the Council to re-establish the General Purposes and Finance Committee, the Planning and Environment Committee the Cemetery Committee and the Personnel Committee as Committees of Louth Town Council.

12. Closure
The Mayor announced that all Councillors and invited guests should adjourn to the ballroom where a banquet awaited them.
The meeting closed at 7.33p.m.

Signed ……………………………………..                     Dated ………………………………………
                           The Mayor of Louth
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