
  12-18-07MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 18TH DECEMBER 2007
Present
Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

405. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Leonard, A.M. Lione and F. Robertson.  These were approved by the Committee.  

406. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP had no remarks to make.

407. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee 

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Items 9) Publications Received a. ELDC – Southern Area Committee Agenda , b. ELDC – Louth Area Committee Agenda, c) ELDC – Extraordinary Council Meeting Agenda – as a member of ELDC
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) East Lindsey (Off-Street Parking Places) (No. 1) Order 2008 – as a member of ELDC
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC and the ELDC Planning Committee

b. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Items 9) Publications Received a. ELDC – Southern Area Committee Agenda , b. ELDC – Louth Area Committee Agenda, c) ELDC – Extraordinary Council Meeting Agenda – as a member of ELDC
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 11) East Lindsey (Off-Street Parking Places) (No. 1) Order 2008 – as a member of ELDC
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC
c. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 4) as a member of the Health Scrutiny Panel for Lincolnshire
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) to (8) – as a member of ELDC 
iii. Personal interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence a. PL\0022\07, b. PL\0133\07 and c. Temporary Footpath Closure from LCC – as a member of LCC
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Items 9) Publications Received a. ELDC – Southern Area Committee Agenda , b. ELDC – Louth Area Committee Agenda, c) ELDC – Extraordinary Council Meeting Agenda – as a member of ELDC
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) Proposed Bus Stop Clearway at High Holme Road – as a member of LCC

d. Councillor F.G. Coonghe

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (4) 02999/07 - Mr. Rice – 11 Mercer Row, Louth – as a neighbour

e. Councillor T.F. Marris

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (1) 02989/07 – Mr. I. Norton – 77 Upgate, Louth – as the applicant is a customer in Councillor Marris’ shop

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications (5) 03005/07 – Mr. J. Fairburn – Plot 25 and land west of Nottingham Road, Louth – as the applicant is a customer in Councillor Marris’ shop


408. Presentation by Dr. N. Parkes, Dr. L. Pike and Dr. M. McShane, Director of Strategic Planning and Health Outcomes re. Louth Hospital
Dr. Parkes announced that all organisations are now working together to develop, design and deliver services that will be shaped to suit the health needs of the population that Louth County Hospital serves.  The next stage requires all boards involved receiving a brief of the proposals, appraising them and approving them or making changes.  It is hoped that formal consultation will take place in March 2008.

409. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 4th December 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
410. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley reported that the information requested from the Land Registry relating to the strip of land at Ramsgate Road is still awaited.  She also told the Committee that the next Liaison Meeting will take place on 15th January 2007 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber and she asked Councillors to note this in their diaries. 

411. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/12/18/07) and RESOLVED to support all applications with the condition that an appropriate landscaping scheme be implemented with regard to plan no. 5 03005/07 – Mr. J. Fairburn – Plot 25 and Land West of Nottingham Road, Louth.  

Councillor A.M. Lione arrived at 7.58pm.

412. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
a. From: LCC Re: Planning Application PL\0022\07: Erect single storey vocational accommodation at Louth Monks’ Dyke Technology College.  Notification that this application was withdrawn on 27th November 2007
b. From: LCC Re: Planning Application PL\0133\07: Create a car park on an existing area of the schools playing field at Lacey Gardens Junior School.  Notification that this application was withdrawn on 20th November 2007.
c. From: LCC Re: Temporary Footpath Closure no. 769 at Riverhead (approximate O/S map ref from 534026/388179 to 533827/388053), Reason for closure: Development works/site safety, Period of closure: 7th January 2008 to 7th July 2008, Alternative route: Thames Street (route sign will be signposted).

413. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publications had been received in the office and were available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. ELDC – Southern Area Committee Meeting Agenda – 10th December 2007
b. ELDC – Louth Area Committee Meeting Agenda – 17th December 2007
c. ELDC – Extraordinary Council Meeting Agenda – 19th December 2007
d. LALC – Newsletter - November 2007 Issue

414. Louth, High Holme Road – Proposed Bus Stop Clearway 
The Committee considered proposals by LCC to introduce a bus stop clearway near the bus stop located just east of the entrance to Louth Hospital to ensure that this area is kept clear and to improve the traffic flow along the length of road and make it easier to access/egress from adjacent driveways.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to LCC and inform them that Louth Town Council support this idea but would like to see the ‘no stopping at any time’ zone extended from its current starting position just east of the proposed bus stop clearway to the entrance of Louth Hospital.  It was also agreed that the letter should inform LCC that Louth Town Council believe that the position of the current bus stop is unsuitable and should be reviewed in the near future.

415. East Lindsey (Off-Street Parking Places) (No. 1) Order 2008
The Committee considered the East Lindsey (Off-Street Parking Places) (No. 1) Order 2008 which detailed ELDC’s proposed increased car park charges to be applied from 1st April 2008.  The Committee RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should reply to ELDC and object strongly to the 25% increase proposed.  Councillors were of the opinion that traffic problems within the town centre will increase due to more people parking on the street rather than in car parks because of the increases.  They also opined that town centre businesses will suffer as visitors will cease to come to the town to do their shopping if the deem the new charges too expensive.  Councillors believed that ELDC should be trying to attract more people into the car parks, especially those who work in the town and park their cars during the day, not deter them and consequently cause problems both on town centre streets and in nearby residential streets such as Gospelgate, Schoolhouse Lane, George Street, Little Lane and Alexandra Road which become inundated with workers cars left unattended for long periods.

416. Post Office Network Change Decisions
Councillors considered a document which detailed the Post Office Ltd’s decision with regard to the Newmarket and Brackenborough Road Post Office branches in Louth.  The Committee also noted that the full Post Office Ltd decision document for our area was available to view online at ftp://ftp.royalmail.com/Downloads/public/ctf/po/East_Yorkshire_decision_booklet.pdf or a copy had been printed off and was available to view in the office.  Councillors were pleased that Brackenborough Road Post Office had been saved but were livid that Newmarket was to be closed.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to Post Office Ltd and to the relevant Government Minister expressing the Council’s views.

417. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted that there were no District Council Decisions which were at variance with the Town Council’s recommendations.
The meeting closed at 8:31pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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