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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 18TH DECEMBER 2007
Present

Councillor B Burnett (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

418. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A. Leonard and F. Robertson.  These were approved by the Committee.  

419. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman Councillor B. Burnett informed the Committee that FOG had met that morning and had looked at the 2008/09 budget.  He announced that FOG will be bringing their budget recommendations to the next GP&F meeting on 8th January 2008.  He said that the Cemetery budget would be considered later that evening. 
420. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7 – Bus Shelter at Lime Grove – as a member of ELDC

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9 – Louth United Charities – as a representative on this board for LCC.
b. Councillor B. Burnett

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7 – Bus Shelter at Lime Grove – as a member of ELDC

c. Councillor C. Finch

i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7 – Bus Shelter at Lime Grove – as a member of ELDC

d. Councillor T.F. Marris 

i. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 8 – Future of Louth Christmas Lights – as a string of lights is attached to his shop
421. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 4th December 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


422. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.  


423. LALC Training Events 2008
Councillors noted the training events listed below and that they should contact the Town Clerk should they with to attend any and would like a place booking:

	Course
	Location
	Date
	Time

	Clerks’ Training Day
	Cranwell Village Hall
	28/02/08
	10am-4pm

	Charity Law
	Coningsby Community Hall
	04/03/08
	1pm-3.30pm

	Burials Seminar
	Colsterworth Village Hall
	12/03/08 
	1pm-3.30pm

	Finance Seminar
	Rippingdale Village Hall
	08/04/08
	7pm-9pm

	Finance Seminar
	Wragby Town Hall
	23/04/08
	7pm-9pm

	CiLCA Training Days
	Wragby Town Hall
	07 & 14/05/08
	10am-4pm

	Licensing Law
	Leasingham Village Hall
	22/05/08
	1pm-3.30pm

	H and S / Risk Assessment
	East Barkwith Village Hall
	03/06/08
	10am-4pm

	Chairmanship Training
	Legbourne Village Hall
	03/07/08
	7pm-9pm

	‘New Councillor’ Training
	Faldingworth Memorial Hall
	09/07/08
	7pm-9pm

	Disability Discrimination Act
	Billinghay Village Hall
	17/09/08
	7pm-9pm

	CiLCA Training 
	Pointon Village Hall
	11 & 25/09/08
	10am-4pm

	Town Councils Event
	Leasingham Village Hall
	04/09/08
	7pm-9pm

	Any Questions? Evening
	Cranwell Village Hall
	29/09/08
	7pm-9pm

	Clerks’ Training Day
	Pointon Village Hall
	09/10/08
	10am-4pm

	Data Protection/Freedom of Info.
	Scredington Community Centre
	14/10/08
	7pm-9pm

	‘New Councillor’ Training
	Osbournby Village Hall
	11/11/08
	7pm-9pm

	Tackling Building Security and Anti-Social Behaviour
	Coleby Community Centre
	18/11/08
	7pm-9pm


424. Bus Shelter – Lime Grove
The Committee RESOLVED:

a. To authorise ELDC to demolish and remove the bus shelter located on Lime Grove, at the expense of ELDC.

b. To consider the siting of a new bus shelter in the Keddington Road area in the future.


425. Future of Louth’s Christmas Lights
Councillors considered a document containing various options for the future funding requirements of Louth’s Christmas Lights.  It was RESOLVED:

a. That option 3 be approved this being: Invest no more money in current lights, on an annual basis carry out minor repairs only, and as and when necessary reduce the number of cross street decorations using features for refurbishment of other strings.  Begin building up reserves until sufficient funds exist to provide complete replacement of all lights on an outright purchase basis fully funded by Louth Town Council.  (Longer term this will allow for a change of style and look at environmental improvements.  Costs estimated at absolute minimum £8,000).

b. Form a working group, in the future, of 3 to 4 people to carry the project forward.


426. Nomination of a Council Representative for Louth United Charities
Following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway, seconded by Councillor C. Finch the Committee RESOLVED that Councillor J.P. Dean be appointed as a Council representative on Louth United Charities.
The meeting closed at 9.04pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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