
  10-23-07MINS PLAN
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 23rd OCTOBER 2007 
Present
T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
B. Burnett, C. Finch, , J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, , Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing.
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley was also present.
Prior to the meeting in the Public Forum Mrs. S. Dodge thanked the Mayor for chairing the Public Flood Meeting and requested that a follow up meeting be held in April of next year to ensure that progress was being made to alleviate any future floods. Councillor C. Finch stated from past experience some agencies did not carry out work as speedily as would be hoped and may need to be chased. Councillor Mrs. Makinson-Sanders asked that the agencies involved be requested to produce a quarterly update that could be made available for distribution. Councillor Mrs. Watson commented that she felt that an earlier timescale to provide some of the answers raised at the original meeting would be preferable. It was requested that the Town Clerk contact the agencies with a view to receiving regular updates that could be made available to members of the public. 
295. Presentation by Adam Lech, Service Manager for Waste Services

Mr Lech emphasised the importance of recycling, with the government setting strict limits on 
biodegradable waste taken to landfill sites with fines levied at £150 per tonne above the targets. The 
level of the fine is increasing to stay higher than recycling costs to ensure that there is no disincentive to 
do otherwise. ELDC have achieved a 60% recycling rate by weight, of all refuse (Domestic waste plus 
litter bins plus road sweepings) disposed of for the year to date, although this is expected to reduce 
slightly by the end of the year when domestic green waste slows. Mr Lech reiterated that people had to 
invest time to recycle correctly but it was evident through the low levels of contamination in the 
recycled waste currently that householders were following instructions issued.

Councillors raised several queries relating to the presentation and in particular surrounding the limit to 
the types of plastic that were acceptable in ELDC area’s in contrast to other districts in Lincolnshire, 
emphasising the fact that some symbols were very difficult to read, and that in some items there were
 
mixed plastics e.g. liquid containers and tops. Mr Lech responded that the restrictions were due to the 
agreement with the Contractor that ELDC had chosen to work with, however they were working with 
them to expand the range but that it was a very market led area. Councillors criticised the fact that there 
is no National policy, but with government directives in place this should not be allowed to be subject 
to market forces. In response to a query regarding ‘plastic bag free towns’ Mr Lech stated that ELDC are 
moving forward with other initiatives such as sponsoring paper bags for use by market traders and it 
was confirmed that Trading Standards have enforcement powers where over-packaging was apparent 
such as bottles of wine in boxes. All present agreed that education was the key and that purchasing of 
goods in excess packaging was ultimately discretionary. 
296. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, 
Mrs. M.W. Finch, A .Leonard.  These were approved by the Council. 

297. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor Marris informed members that the Direction signs (Gatherums & Springside) had now received Planning Approval from ELDC.  

298. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:
a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications 1) to 8) – as a member of the ELDC Planning Committee.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence a) Re. Planning Application N/105/02164/06 – as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Publications Received b) Agenda for Northern Area Committee as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) East Lindsey Town and Parish Assembly as a member of ELDC.

v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC
b. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications 1) to 8) – as a member of the ELDC Planning Committee. Planning Application 9) as a member of LCC.
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence a) Re. Planning Application N/105/02164/06 – as a member of ELDC, b) Planning Application PL0090/07 and c) Planning Application PL00115/07.
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Publications Received a) Salting Routes b) Agenda for Northern Area Committee as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) East Lindsey Town and Parish Assembly as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC
c. Councillor B. Burnett 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Applications 1) to 8) – as a member of the ELDC Planning Committee.

ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 8) Correspondence a) Re. Planning Application N/105/02164/06 – as a member of ELDC.

iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 9) Publications Received b) Agenda for Northern Area Committee as a member of ELDC.

iv. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 10) East Lindsey Town and Parish Assembly as a member of ELDC.
v. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 13) Planning Decisions – as a member of ELDC
d. Councillor Mrs J. Makinson-Sanders 
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 7) Planning Application 4) as an acquaintance of the applicant.
299. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of the 9th October 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.
300. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley announced that she was in receipt of a Preparation for Halloween document issued by ELDC Anti Social Behaviour Officer which also contains advice on home security and preparing your car for winter, which is available in the office for perusal. Councillors were also requested to take with them the Remembrance Day Parade details and confirmed that those councillors absent would have them sent by post.

301. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/10/23/07) and RESOLVED:
a. (9) PL\0133\07 – Application for Planning Permission by LCC – to create car park on an existing area of the school playing field, Lacey Gardens Junior School – object on the grounds of: Removal of playing field space, the lack of an Environmental Impact Statement, lack of a Green Travel Plan, no indication of disabled parking facilities or cycle racks and additional traffic / access to the existing busy highway.
b. To support all remaining applications.  
302. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
a. From: ELDC - Re: Planning Application N/105/02164/06 – Planning Permission – Retention of alterations to provide 9 no. first floor replacement windows to existing conservative club – Louth Conservative Working Mens Club. Queen Street, Louth.  Notification that the appellant has appealed to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions.  Any comments that the Town Council made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, should the Town Council wish to withdraw its comments or make any additional comments three copies of these should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.
b. From: LCC – Re: Planning Application PL0090/07 – Planning Permission – to create a vehicular access to land used to store empty skips and other machinery – Plot 55 Bolingbroke Road, Fairfield Industrial Estate, Louth.  Notification that further to the Town Council’s recent correspondence the above application was withdrawn on 4th October 2007.
c. From: LCC – Re: Planning Application PL0115/07 – Planning Permission – to continue to use land to station skips and park machinery in connection with adjacent waste transfer station without complying with condition number 2 of planning permission N/105/1833/05 (Not to construct accesses between plots 54 and 55) – GBM Waste Transfer Station – Bolingbroke Road, Fairfield Industrial Estate, Louth.  Notification that further to the Town Council’s recent correspondence the above application was withdrawn on 4th October 2007.
303. Publications Received
The Committee noted that the following publications had been received in the office and were available to view in Councillors Corner:
a. LCC – Salting Routes and Advice on Winter Driving 2007/08 
b. ELDC – Agenda for the Northern Area Committee Meeting taking place on 24/10/07 from 7.00pm at Utterby Village Hall.
304. East Lindsey Town and Parish Assembly 
Committee noted that flooding will be one of the main topics for discussion at the above forthcoming meeting.  Committee received a question sheet and noted that if they have a question that they would like answered at the meeting they should write it on the attached sheet and give it to the Town Clerk by 26th October 2007 or send it direct to the address detailed on the sheet by 31st October 2007.
305. Proposed Work to Trees
Committee discussed the proposed felling and replacement with a smaller variety of 1 Willow Tree at the property of Louth Lawn Tennis Club, rear of The Wheatsheaf Inn, Westgate, Louth which is within the conservation area.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should respond to ELDC and say that whilst pollarding and managing the existing tree would be the preferred option, the Town Council would ultimately support the request provided that the replacement tree was properly managed in the future.
306. Louth Chamber of Business
The Mayor stated that it was the part of the mayoral role to attend these meetings but to date had not been notified of meeting dates or provided with minutes of past meetings. The Town Clerk was requested to obtain the information and to inform the Chamber of Business that the Mayor would represent the Town at future meetings.
307. Planning Decisions
The Committee noted the following ELDC decisions which were at variance with Louth Town Council’s recommendations:
a. ELDC have refused N/105/01156/07 for Consent to Display – 1 no. internally illuminated automated teller machine light box sign at existing retail outlet – 113-115 Eastgate, Louth.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting on 28th August 2007.
b. ELDC have granted full Planning Permission for N/105/01782/07 – Single storey extension to existing house to provide a garden room and enlarged wc – 16 Florence Wright Avenue, Louth.  Louth Town Council objected to this planning application at its meeting on 11th September 2007 on the grounds that the design of the proposed extension is not in keeping with the existing dwelling.

The meeting closed at 8.47pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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