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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council
held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 9th october 2007
Present
The Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A. Leonard, A.M. Lione, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.
The following members of the public addressed the Council prior to the commencement of the meeting:

· Trish Powell spoke on behalf of the Louth Seniors’ Forum regarding their objections to the termination by Stagecoach of the No. 41 Bus Service.

· Alison Whattam spoke on behalf of the Brackenborough Road Post Office Action Group regarding their objections to the proposed closure of Brackenborough Road sub-post office

· Alex McMullen spoke on behalf of the Friends of Newmarket Post Office regarding their objections to the proposed closure of Newmarket sub-post office

· Mrs. K. Hamilton informed the Council of her displeasure that a public address system had not been available at the recent public flood meeting, in the Town Hall.  Councillors agreed with her and it was established that the matter should be looked into with ELDC.
268. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors K. Sharp and D.M. Skinner.  These were approved by the Council.


269. Council Minutes
The notes of the Robed Town Council Meeting of 11th September 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


270. Committee Minutes
The minutes of the following meetings were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of those meetings:

a. Planning and Environment Committee – 28th August 2007
b. General Purposes and Finance Committee – 28th August 2007 
c. Cemetery Committee – 28th August 2007
d. Planning and Environment Committee – 11th September 2007
e. General Purposes and Finance Committee – 11th September 2007

271. Termination of No. 41 Bus Service
Councillor D. Edginton gave a short presentation to the Council on the above subject and told those present that all District Council’s have a responsibility to provide concessionary bus schemes.  He said that at present ELDC are negotiating on behalf of all District Councils (except one) within the County the amount of money that District Council’s will provide to fund concessionary bus schemes.  He told the Council that last year ELDC provided £3 million towards concessionary schemes of which £2 million went directly to Stagecoach, as they are by far the largest provider of a total of 23 companies.  However, Stagecoach recently announced that unless they are given a further £1.5 million this year they will be forced to make cuts starting with the No. 41 concessionary bus service as they are making a loss on it.  Councillor Edginton explained that he has been unable to ascertain whether Stagecoach have looked at cost cutting by either using a smaller bus or making the service less frequent.  He said that ELDC have offered Stagecoach £400,000 as an interim settlement and he said that the Department of Transport will adjudicate and decide whether the offer is fair.  However, rather than wait for the outcome of the Department of Transports adjudication, Stagecoach have already publicly announced that they will terminate the No. 41 bus service at the end of October.  Councillor Edginton explained that ELDC have a responsibility to the wider community and feel that their offer is acceptable as it ensures that Stagecoach will not lose money and equally will not benefit financially from the concessionary scheme.  Councillor Edginton said that he doubted that the Department of Transport are aware that Stagecoach have already publicly announced that the No. 41 service will cease by November.  He reported that he has been in contact with the Seniors’ Forum and they are both to apply as much pressure as is possible.  He said that ELDC must ensure that they get value for money for Council Tax payers.  Councillors enquired of ELDC’s contingency plans and were informed that ELDC do not have another company lined up to take over the service because it is not in their remit to do so.  They were told that this is a commercial operation and it is up to Stagecoach or LCC as they are the transport authority and have an obligation to provide the transport service and LCC lets the contract to Stagecoach.  Therefore, LCC cannot re-let the contract until Stagecoach have officially ceased.  Councillors suggested that ELDC contact the PCT and the Chamber of Business and ask them to support the cause too.  Councillors could not believe that the No. 41 bus service is under used as many businesses in the town have commented that most of their customers use it to get into the town centre and do their shopping.  The Council opined that the No. 41 bus service is a victim of its own success as it attracts more over 65 concessionary users than paying users.  Councillors said that the No. 41 goes through one of the most deprived wards in the town and is a lifeline to the elderly, taking them to and from their surgeries.  Councillors felt strongly that terminating this service will have too many social consequences to contemplate.  Councillor A. Leonard considered that ELDC should face the wrath of tax payers for agreeing in principle to pay Stagecoach £400,000 in an interim settlement.  He said that this is nearly a ¼ of their budget and a 20% rise.  It was RESOLVED that:
a. the Town Council strongly objects to the termination of the No. 41 bus service
b. the Town Council will write letters to ELDC, LCC, Stagecoach, Sir Peter Tapsell MP and the Department of Transport outlining their objections and pointing out the social consequences of terminating the No. 41 bus service

c. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson, in her capacity as a County Councillor will lobby LCC on this issue

d. Councillors should write as individuals to ELDC, LCC, Stagecoach, Sir Peter Tapsell MP and the Department of Transport.


272. LALC AGM – Saturday 27th October 2007 at Horncastle College from 10am
It was RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders will attend the above and give a written report of the event back to the Council.

273. Public Flood Meeting
The Council received a debriefing document of the Public Flood Meeting which was held on Wednesday 3rd October 2007 at 7.30pm in the Town Hall.  The Mayor, Councillor J.R. Macdonald thanked Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson, the Town Clerk and her Secretary for their hard work in ensuring that the relevant bodies had been represented on the evening and for organising the meeting.  He was sorry that a reliable public address system had not been available on the night but opined that overall the meeting had been a success.  Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP asked the Council to remember that it is not just the river which causes flooding, many residents of the town are flooded every time there is heavy rain.  She urged Councillors to fight for these people too.  Councillors Mrs. M.W. Finch and J.P. Dean were of the opinion that the Legbourne Road, Kenwick Road, Albany Road area of the town flooded before it was built on and thought that planners should now be far more cautious of granting planning permission in areas with such problems.  Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders asked if timescales would be set to ensure that action is taken in a timely fashion.  The Mayor, was unaware of any timescales, so far but reiterated that there would be no immediate solutions which may involve agencies bidding for funding.

274. Post Office Closures
The Council discussed the proposed closure of the Brackenborough Road and Newmarket Sub-Post Offices.  It was RESOLVED that before 12th November 2007:
a. The Council will send letters of objection, containing reasoned arguments, to Mr. A. Wales of the Post Office Consultation Team, Ms E. Hanger, the Accessibility Officer at LCC, Sir Peter Tapsell MP and Mr. P. McFadden, the Government Minister with responsibility in this area
b. Councillors should also send letters as individuals to the above (Town Clerk is to email addresses to those Councillors with email facilities or Councillors to obtain them from the Town Clerk if they have no email facilities)
Letters to explain that:
i. the sub-post offices provided a much needed personalised service and smooth transition to the card account
ii. they offer a friendly and sympathetic service, sometimes not available at larger branches
iii. free parking is available outside them
iv. public can leave their mail and money with the staff and know that the mail will be dealt with properly and promptly with the least hassle for them
v. business customers can park right outside and bank their money straight away, rather than having to carry large sums of money through the busy town centre
vi. the town is ever expanding and the main post office on Northgate will be unable to cope with the increase in customer numbers, especially at month end when there is an influx of customers anyway renewing their vehicle tax – the main post office often has queues out of the door at such times now
vii. if the sub-post offices close the businesses on either side of them might also be forced to close because of the loss of trade meaning that four businesses within the town might be lost rather than two
viii. rather than declining, the percentage of people collecting their pensions and benefit payments from the post office is increasing
ix. Newmarket sub-post office is ¾ of a mile from the main post office on Northgate – not 0.3 miles as the consultation documents states
x. the terrain between Newmarket sub-post office and the main post office is not flat as stated in the consultation documents but substantially inclined.  This is also true of the route between Brackenborough Road sub-post office and the town
xi. there may soon be no regular bus services from either the Newmarket or Brackenborough Road ends of town into the town centre if proposed withdrawals of services go ahead
xii. the elderly are very worried and do not know what they are going to do
xiii. there may will be a significant increase in traffic and traffic related problems in the town centre should the sub-post offices close
xiv. services like administering TV licences should be given back to post offices not taken away
xv. with the rate at which the town is growing the town needs more sub-post offices not less

275. Mayor’s Announcements 
The Mayor thanked the Town Clerk and Secretary for the hard work they had put in organising his Civic Parade and Church Service and ensuring that it was a great success.  He said that many Mayor’s around the county had commented on how good it was and had congratulated him.  He believed Louth was the envy of many.  
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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