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Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 9TH OCTOBER 2007
Present

Councillor F.W.P. Treanor (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A. Leonard, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

287. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors K. Sharp and D.M. Skinner.  These were approved by the Council. 

288. Chairman’s Remarks
In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett, the Vice Chairman, Councillor F.W.P. Treanor took the Chair and had no remarks to make.
289. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared. 
290. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 25th September 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


291. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk had nothing to report.


292. Lighting Up Ceremony and Christmas Crib Service
The Town Clerk reminded Councillors that at the meeting of 25th September the Committee had resolved:

a. that the Chamber of Business should be asked to hold the Lighting Up Ceremony on 29th November 2007; and
b. that the Town Clerk should liaise with Reverend S. Holdaway and other involved parties regarding the possibility of holding the Crib Service on a date more in keeping with the Christmas story.  
The Town Clerk informed the Committee that she had liaised with the Chamber of Business and they are unable to change the date of the Lighting Up Ceremony to 29th November because of previous commitments.  She also informed the Committee that the Mayor is unable to make 29th November as he also has an engagement on that evening.  She said that after looking at other dates that week it had become apparent that after avoiding market days and Town Council meetings, amongst other things, there was no suitable alternative.  Therefore, after consultation with the Mayor the original date of 22nd November had been returned to.  With regard to the Christmas Crib Service, the Town Clerk reported that she had liaised with Canon Stephen Holdaway and his opinion was that 22nd November is an appropriate date for the Crib Service as Advent starts in November this year.  He had also opined that the two events should be held on the same evening as he did not like the Church to be separated from the town and he was eager to encourage public participation as much as possible.  He had also informed the Town Clerk that in fact he had linked the Christmas Story with Santa in his Christmas Day sermon last year and did not feel that the two should be separated.  It had also become apparent that due to the Church’s heavy commitment at this time of year scheduling in the Christmas Crib Service on another date would be difficult.  Therefore, after consultation with the Mayor is was agreed that the only feasible date was 22nd November 2007 and this being so the Town Clerk had taken the liberty of contacting ELDC with a view to rearranging the ELDC Liaison Meeting, which should also have taken place on 22nd November.  She reported that a provisional date of 6th December 2007 had been agreed and she asked the Committee for their agreement to the above arrangements.  The Committee RESOLVED:
a. to agree to the Lighting Up Ceremony and Christmas Crib Service being held on 22nd November 2007
b. that the Town Clerk should endeavour to arrange for the two events to flow, as if one
c. that the Town Clerk should endeavour to arrange for Little Eastgate and any other necessary roads to be closed for the duration of the two events; and
d. to agree to the ELDC Liaison Meeting being moved to 6th December 2007
293. Ramsgate Road Regeneration Project.
The Committee considered a document, prepared by Councillor C. Finch on the above and were in favour of looking into the project as they felt it was a worthy cause.  It was RESOLVED:

a. Councillor C. Finch should be allowed to make enquiries about furthering this project
b. Councillor Mrs. P.F. Watson should contact the Land Registry via the Hull Office and ascertain the ownership of the land; and

c. to sanction any costs which might be payable to the Land Registry with regard to b. above.

294. Art Restoration Working Group
Councillor A. Leonard reported that the Art Restoration Working Group are continuing to pursue issues and will present several options at the next General Purposes and Finance Meeting.

295. Floral Enhancement
In the absence of Councillor D.M. Skinner the Town Clerk reported that Councillor Skinner is looking into:
a. planting up the roundabouts as a cost neutral project via sponsorship from local businesses 
b. the possibility of summer and winter displays in the form of hanging baskets within the town
c. replacement brackets for the Christmas Trees which shops display in the town, to accommodate (b) above
d. planning issues surrounding all of the above; and
e. he is preparing the appropriate papers to bring to Committee at precept time
The meeting closed at 9.42pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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