
   09-25-07MINS GPF
Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 25TH SEPTEMBER 2007
Present

Councillor B. Burnett (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A. Leonard, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

250. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett referred members to the letter that they had each received recently from the Louth Naturalists', Antiquarian and Literary Society regarding their grant application.  He asked members for their opinions and a number of Councillors were of the opinion that the application should be considered again in the light of new information while others felt that to do so would be setting a dangerous precedent.  Councillor C. Finch wondered if the Council would be in breach of the six month rule if it were to consider the application again and after the Town Clerk advised that this was indeed so, it was agreed that the issue could be looked at again in six months time and still fall within this financial year.

251. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J.P. Dean, F.W.P. Treanor and A.M. Lione.  These were approved by the Committee.

252. Declarations of Interest
No declarations were declared. 
253. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 11th September 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


254. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk told Councillors that she had received a letter from ELDC informing her that due to high demand they have arranged for another ELDC Funding Surgery to take place on 14th November 2007 at the Franklin Hall, Spilsby.  She said anyone interested in attending should make an appointment with Suzanne Cole on 01507 601111 ext. 217.  She asked all Councillors to make the public aware.


255. Panel Representatives re. East Lindsey Practice Based Commissioning Cluster 
The Committee RESOLVED that Councillors Mrs. M.W. Finch, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders and T.F. Marris be involved in discussions/meetings of the ELPBC Cluster and other NHS organisations as representatives of Louth Town Council.


256. Eastfield Infants’ Grant Application
After a brief discussion the Committee RESOLVED to approve a recommendation by FOG to award Eastfield Infants’ School £250 of its S137 funds.

257. Variation of Standing Orders
It was RESOLVED following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders to vary standing orders and discuss Agenda Item 10 - Christmas Lights before moving into closed session to discuss Agenda Item 9 – Art Restoration Working Group.

258. Christmas Lights

a. The Committee were informed that the Chamber of Business have reported that they are unable to afford the necessary maintenance required this year to the Christmas Lights.  The Committee perused a tabled document and after a lengthy discussion RESOLVED:

i. to spend the minimum amount necessary to ensure that the Town will have Christmas Lights this year; and
ii. to review the issue in the near future.
b. The Committee noted the proposal by the Chamber of Business to hold this year’s Lighting Up Ceremony and Christmas Crib Service on Thursday 22nd November 2007 and RESOLVED:

i. that the Chamber of Business should be asked to hold the Lighting Up Ceremony on 29th November 2007; and
ii. that the Town Clerk should liaise with Reverend S. Holdaway and other involved parties regarding the possibility of holding the Crib Service on a date more in keeping with the Christmas story. 

259. Exclusion of Public and Press
It was RESOLVED that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting during the following item because matters of a private and confidential nature were to be discussed.

260. Art Restoration Working Group
The Committee discussed a recommendation by FOG and RESOLVED to approve for payment an invoice from Vosts.

The meeting closed at 9.52pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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