
   08-07-07MINS PLAN

Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 7th AUGUST 2007
Present
Councillor T.F. Marris (in the Chair)

Councillors:
F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A. Leonard, J.R. Macdonald Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

171. Chairman’s Remarks
In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP the Vice Chairman, Councillor T.F. Marris took the Chair and he read out an e-mail which stated that East Lindsey’s Planning Service have been awarded £222,000 by the Government’s Department for Communities and Local Government for exceptional performance in its planning service.  He also informed the Committee that he had attended one of the recent training seminars which had taken place at ELDC and he had found it to be very useful. 

172. Declarations of Interest
The following interests were declared:

a. Councillor C. Finch 
i. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 6. Correspondence  a) From: ELDC - Re: Procedures and Policy, Installation of Footway Lighting; and b) Planning Application N/105/00812/07 – Listed Building Consent – Nottingham Building Society, 22-23 Market Place, Louth - as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 7. Louth Town Signs - as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 8. Planning Decisions - as a member of ELDC.
b. Councillor P.F. Watson
i. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 6. Correspondence  a) From: ELDC - Re: Procedures and Policy, Installation of Footway Lighting; and b) Planning Application N/105/00812/07 – Listed Building Consent – Nottingham Building Society, 22-23 Market Place, Louth - as a member of ELDC.
ii. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 7. Louth Town Signs - as a member of ELDC.
iii. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 8. Planning Decisions - as a member of ELDC.
iv. Personal Interest - Agenda Item 6. Correspondence c) From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – Location: St. Michaels Lane, d) From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – Location: Victoria Road; and e) LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – Location: Mount Pleasant - as a member of LCC
c. Councillor J. Makinson-Sanders
i. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 5. Planning Applications – 1) N/105/00980/07 – G. Brocklesby – as the applicant taught her to salsa
ii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 5. Planning Applications – 1) N/105/01432/07 – Mr. B. Hamilton - as an acquaintance of Mr. Hamilton’s mother
iii. Personal Interest – Agenda Item 5. Planning Applications – 1) N/105/01488/07 – Mr. J. and Mrs. L. Mountain - as her son owns a garage in the vicinity of the application site.

173. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 24th July 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.

174. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley announced that she was in receipt of a reply from Mr. R. Taylor, Community Development Officer at ELDC regarding the felling and replacement of trees which said:
“…under the law governing the Conservation Area, the Council does not have the authority to require the planting of replacement trees, although we do actively encourage replacement planting where appropriate.  However, where a TPO tree is to be removed, powers to enforce replanting are available, and are used where replanting is important in maintaining the amenity of the area.”  


The Town Clerk also informed the Committee that she had received a letter from ELDC regarding planning application N/105/01332/07 - Mr. B. Chacko - Newmarket Stores, 103-105 Newmarket, Louth which stated that:


“…The final scheme that was approved showed the use of timber window frames and door, rather than the originally proposed aluminium.  In addition to this, the fascia board was reduced in size to a much more appropriate height, so that it will not over-dominate the shop front…”


The Town Clerk also showed the Committee a Planning Sheet which detailed material and non-material reasons for objecting to an application.  It was RESOLVED that she should obtain a copy of this sheet for every Louth Town Councillor.


Finally, the Town Clerk informed the Committee that ELDC have received an application for the felling of 1 Blue Cedar Tree at 25 Ramsgate, which is within the Conservation Area, as the tree is outgrowing its existing location and interfering with a retaining wall.  She informed the Committee that an officer has visited the site and considers that while a prominent and attractive tree, it will ultimately be too large for the available space.  The Town Council had no remarks to make.

175. Applications received by the Local Planning Authority
The Committee considered the applications listed in the schedule (PA/Sched/08/07/07) and RESOLVED:
a. (7) 01473/07 - Planning Permission - Conon Properties Ltd - The Wheatsheaf, 62 Westbgate, Louth.  To object on the grounds that the design of the canopy is not in keeping with the period design of the existing building and the development will have a serious visual impact on surrounding properties.  Additionally, the Town Council were concerned about the environmental. impact of noise/smoke levels that will follow when clients of the establishment spend more time outside.
b. (8) 01488/07 – Planning Permission – Mr. J. and Mrs. L. Mountain – 21A High Holme Road, Louth, LN11 0EX.  To object on the grounds of over intensification on a small site which already has unresolved problems with water relating to a nearby spring.  Site is also accessed by an unadopted road.  Development will increase the amount of traffic on an already overstretched highway.  Design is inappropriate and not in keeping with the surrounding area.  The Committee noted the objections made by the public specifically regarding timing of notifications and it was resolved that a letter should be sent to ELDC expressing the Town Council’s concern about this matter.
c. To support all remaining applications.  

176. Correspondence
The Committee noted the following items of correspondence:
a. From: ELDC - Re: Procedures and Policy, Installation of Footway Lighting.  (Letter attached).   Councillor C. Finch asked if a contingency fund should be added to our budget in relation to this.  It was agreed that he should bring this matter up again at budget setting time.
b. From: ELDC – Re: Planning Application N/105/00812/07 – Listed Building Consent – Nottingham Building Society, 22-23 Market Place, Louth – Alterations to existing listed building to include repainting and to provide 1 no. non-illuminated fascia sign and 1 no. non-illuminated double sided projecting sign at existing Building Society and to include the repainting of the upper floor level windows to white.  To note that further to ELDC’s decision to refuse listed building consent the appellant has appealed to the Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions.  Any comments that the Town Council made at the original planning application stage will be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.  However, should the Town Council wish to withdraw its comments or make any additional comments three copies of these should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.
c. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – Location: St. Michaels Lane (2 way lights to be used at junctions and Newmarket signals to be switched off/bagged) – Reason for closure: Essential gully maintenance works – Period of closure: 6/8/07 to 26/8/07 (3 days in this period) – Alternative route: Church Street, Newmarket and vice versa
d. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – Location: Victoria Road (2 way lights to be used on Ramsgate Road) – Reason for closure: Essential planning works – Period of closure: 6/8/07 to 26/8/07 (3 days in this period) – Alternative route: Ramsgate Road, Newbridge Road, Keddington Road, Victoria Road and vice versa.
e. From: LCC – Re: Temporary Road Closure – Location: Mount Pleasant – Period of Closure: 30/07/07 to 02/09/07 (3 days during this period) – Alternative Route: Church Street, Monks Dyke Head, Little Lane and Vice Versa.
f. From: Her Majesty’s Courts Service – Re: Louth Magistrates Court – Notification that with effect from 1st April 2008 cases, of any type, will no longer be listed at Louth Magistrates Court.  Work will be re-directed to the Boston, Grantham, Lincoln, Spalding and Skegness Courts.  It was unanimously RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write a strong letter to Her Majesty’s Courts Service objecting to the closure of Louth Magistrates Court.

177. Louth Town Signs 
The Committee considered a letter from ELDC asking for permission for Louth Tourist Information Centre to reproduce the Town Signs on a postcard and after a short discussion it was RESOLVED that permission should be granted.  

178. Planning Decisions
To note the following ELDC decisions which were at variance with the LTC’s recommendations:
a. ELDC have given full Planning Permission for N/105/00668/07 – Erection of 1 no. block of 16 no. flats of 5 storey height with part-underground garaging facilities, 1 no. block of 12 no. flats of 4 storey height with part-underground garaging facilities - Land at Riverhead Road, Louth, Lincolnshire – Louth Town Council objected on 24th April 2007 Minute 624 (b) on the grounds that the design and height of this development is totally out of character with the built environment and this is a flood risk area.  The committee were very displeased that the above application had been granted permission and it was RESOLVED that a letter should be sent to ELDC and the Environment Agency informing them of this, detailing Louth Town Council’s objections and asking them if the general public could perceive their decision as negligent.

b. ELDC have refused N/105/01253/07 for Planning Permission – Extension to existing house to provide an integral single garage, and entrance porch and an enlarged kitchen with an additional bedroom and en-suite bathroom over – 3 Chestnut Drive, Louth.  Louth Town Council supported this application at its meeting on 26th June 2007.

Councillor B. Burnett arrived at 9.04pm

The meeting closed at 9.05pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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