
   07-10-07MINS GPF

Minutes of the Meeting of Louth Town Council’s

GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Louth 

on Tuesday 10TH juLY 2007

Present

Councillor B. Burnett (in the Chair)

Councillors:
Mrs. E. Ballard JP, F.G. Coonghe, J.P. Dean, C. Finch, Mrs. M.W. Finch, J.E. Gains, A. Gardner-Clarke, A. Leonard, A.M. Lione, J.R. Macdonald, Mrs. J. Makinson-Sanders, T.F. Marris, Mrs. M. Ottaway, F. Robertson, K.A. Sharp, D.M. Skinner, F.W.P. Treanor, Mrs. P.F. Watson, B.R. Williamson and D.E. Wing

The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley and her Secretary, Mrs. L.M. Phillips were also present.

132. Chairman’s Remarks
The Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett had no remarks to make.

133. Declarations of Interest
No interests were declared.
134. Committee Minutes
The notes of the Meeting of 26th June 2007 were discussed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.


135. Town Clerk’s Report on Matters Outstanding
The Town Clerk, Mrs. L.J. Blankley had no remarks to make.  However, she did invite Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway to speak about the Hubbards Hills Centenary Celebrations taking place on 1st August 2007 between 1pm and 6pm.  Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway informed the Committee that arrangements for the celebration are going well, Mr. and Mrs. Marsh who run the café at Hubbards Hills are fully supportive of the event.  She reported that posters advertising the event will hit the press over the weekend (Saturday 14th July) and she implored Councillors to support the event on the day.  Finally, however, she reported that she had been informed that in order to release balloons on the day she would need aviation clearance.  Therefore, she was looking into other possibilities regarding balloons.

136. CCTV
Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP announced that an open event to mark the 1st Anniversary of the new CCTV Scheme had been held that morning.  Councillor Mrs. M. Ottaway reported that she and Councillor K. Sharp had been the only two Councillors to attend.  She opined that the new scheme is marvellous and the facilities are well worth taking a look around.  She said she had found the morning most informative and very interesting.  Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP reported that the new scheme is very successful and she told Councillors about progress reports that she and the Council office receive.  She then went on to explain the Shop Watch Radio Scheme (SWRS).  She said that the SWRS had been started by the police, wholly taken over by the CCTV Management Committee and then subsequently partly taken back by the PCSO’s.  However, neither the Police nor the PCSO’s were able to handle the money that needed collecting (£10 from each shop in the scheme to cover administration costs and the annual licence fee).  Therefore, collection of this money had generally fallen to herself as Chair of the old CCTV Management Committee.  She informed the Committee that this job was onerous and very time consuming and she was not prepared to carry on doing it.  She reported that the money held in the Shop Watch bank account was substantial enough to be able to pay the annual licence fee for many years to come.  It was RESOLVED that the money in the Shop Watch bank account be transferred to the Town Council who should pay the annual licence fee out of it each year.  

The Council gave a vote of thanks to Councillor Mrs. E. Ballard JP and the rest of the CCTV Management Committee for all the hard work they have put in over the years.

137. Floral Enhancement of Louth
The Chairman, Councillor B. Burnett explained that he had agreed to bring this item back to the meeting as he understood that Councillor D.M. Skinner just wished to update the Committee and no resolutions were to be made.  However, he informed the Committee that should they, during the course of Councillor Skinner’s update feel that a resolution was required, standing orders would have to be suspended in order for a resolution to be made, so as not to breach the six month rule.

Councillor D.M. Skinner told the Committee that he had had several meetings with Derbyshire firm Plantscape and had been to their headquarters to view their operation.  He explained that they provide hanging baskets etc., for Grimsby and Cleethorpes both of which have invited Councillor Skinner to meet with them to discuss their floral enhancement schemes etc.  He reported that the local press are very supportive of the concept of a Louth Floral Enhancement Scheme and they are to canvass the public for local opinions.  He said that ELDC may be able to fund some of the project if he can prove that it is a viable idea.  He explained that LCC are, at the moment, only supportive of two roundabouts being florally enhanced.  However, he hopes to be able to persuade them to up this number as he has approximately ten big local firms who would like to sponsor a roundabout.  He also informed the Committee that he has met with Crowthers of Horncastle who are also very keen to see the scheme go ahead.  He informed the Committee that the provision of proper watering for any tubs and hanging baskets will prove to be the most expensive part of the scheme.  He believes that a local firm should be given a proper contract to undertake this aspect, if at all possible.

138. Suspension of Standing Orders
Following a proposal by Councillor J.R. Macdonald, seconded by Councillor F. Robertson it was RESOLVED that Standing Orders should be suspended in order that a resolution could be made.

139. Floral Enhancement Continued
Following a proposal by Councillor J.R. Macdonald the following was RESOLVED:

a. Councillor D.M. Skinner be given permission to carry on his research into a floral enhancement scheme for Louth.
b. Councillor D.M. Skinner should put together full details and costings for a scheme and bring this back to the Town Council at budget setting time for approval.
c. Any, reasonable, expenses that Councillor D.M. Skinner incurs whilst researching the scheme should be paid by Louth Town Council.


140. Art Restoration Working Group
Councillor Mrs. M.W. Finch informed the Committee that the Lincolnshire Archives had inspected the items stored by the Town Council in the Muniments Room and they had produced a lengthy report documenting each item.  She said that the report also referred to other Town Council documents that they are currently storing.  She informed the Committee that she is investigating what documents these are and who gave them to the Lincolnshire Archives, as none of the members of the Art Restoration Group were aware that the Lincolnshire Archives already held Town Council documents.  She further reported, that the Lincolnshire Archives have offered to take the Charters currently stored in the Muniments Room and store them in the correct controlled conditions, place them on display to the public and insure them whilst in their care until such time as the Town Council could take them back.  Councillor Mrs. Finch said that obviously they would not be given ownership of the documents and a legal agreement would have to be drawn up stating this and that they must be given back should the Town Council request it.  The Town Clerk informed the meeting that she had recently received an e-mail from the Lincolnshire Archives which was a shorter summary of the original report referred to by Councillor Mrs. Finch.  After a lengthy discussion, it was RESOLVED that the Lincolnshire Archives be invited to give a presentation to Louth Town Council.

The meeting closed at 9.28pm.

Signed_______________________ (Chairman)
    Dated_________________________
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